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Haiti: Forcible eviction of peasant families, Artibonite

In 2004, 1200 Haitian peasant families were violently evicted from their lands in the Artibonite department. The families received the lands from the State in 1997 in the framework of the agrarian reform, and have lived and worked there ever since. After Aristide’s term in office, the Prime Minister of the transition Government stated that the agrarian reform was not a priority for him. Then, some local landowners sent gunmen to invade 4 of the 17 land lots that had been redistributed. Likewise, 588 families lost the lands that they were given by the Government in 2004 in the municipality of L’Estère. Today evicted families live in a precarious situation and do not have adequate housing or access to resources to feed themselves.   

In view of this situation, it is very important to draw the attention of the Haitian Government on its obligation to fulfill the rights to adequate housing and adequate food of these peasant families. The current food crisis in Haiti will not be solved just with food aid. It is essential to guarantee the peasant families the access to and control over land and other production resources, in order to enable them to overcome hunger and produce food for their people in an agroecological way. Please write a letter to the President of the Republic, to the Director of the Agrarian Institute and the Peasant Movement for Justice in the Artibonite (MOREPLA) to express your concern on these cases and ask the president to adopt the necessary measures to fulfil the right to food. 

Background

Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the world and has a serious food deficit. There have been recent uprisings against hunger due to the sudden and huge rise of food prices. Most of peasants have no security of their land tenancy. The production deficit increased due to the drastic fall of custom duties on imported food, especially, on rice. Due to the pressure by the International Monetary Fund, customs duties dropped in 1995 from 35% to only 3%. As a result, Haitian producers have to face an unfair competition, mainly due to the rice imports from the U.S. This subsidized rice is sold for a lower price than local rice and has contributed to the strong reduction of the local production. Rice imports represent today 75% of the rice that is consumed in the country.

During the first term of René Préval, at the beginning of 1997, the Haitian Government distributed 17 State lands to thousands of landless families in the Artibonite department. Each family got on average one hectare under a tenancy contract subject to the payment of a symbolic rent. Almost every family used the land to grow rice.

When in 2004, after Aristide’s term in office, the Prime Minister of the transition Government stated that the agrarian reform was not a political priority for him, the local landowners invaded four of these lands (Bertrand, Lespenche, Boussac, Timonette) and brutally evicted 1,200 peasant families that lived and worked in these lands. According to witnesses, landowners arrived there with private forces supported by the police. Since then, peasant families, most of them living today in Bocozelle, fifth section of Saint Marc, have not been able to return to their lands, which were their means of livelihood, due to the landowner’s threats. Thus the food situation of the peasant families has been very difficult since the eviction in 2004. Nowadays, they are affiliated to the Peasant Movement for Justice in the Artibonite (MOREPLA).

Statements by MOREPLA match up with what partners of the cooperative association CODEL have reported in the municipality of L’Estère, also located in the Artibonite department. These families also got state lands in 1997 and used them to grow rice. Likewise, peasant families of Saint Marc lost them in 2004 due to the violent eviction carried out by the gunmen sent by the landowners. Now, 588 peasant families have been evicted and since they lost their lands in 2004, they have no more means of livelihood.

Peasants of both places denounced the forcible loss of their lands to the National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INARA). Moreover, they claimed in several public demonstrations that the Government should assume the responsibility. But to date government authorities seem not to have taken any action to restore the rights of the peasant families.  

Mandate of the Emergency Network 

Haiti is a State Party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In article 17, this Covenant provides for the protection against arbitrary or illegal interferences at anybody’s home and is therefore a protection against forcible evictions. On the other hand, the Haitian Constitution – in article 248 – recognizes the need of an Agrarian Reform. Article 22 of the Constitution also enshrines the right to food of all citizens. Therefore, the Haitian State has an obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the right to food, especially among the most vulnerable population. In the case of the peasant families of the Artibonite department, the Haitian State has the obligation to effectively protect the right to land of peasants as beneficiaries of the Agrarian Reform so they can enjoy their right to food.

In February, La Vía Campesina and FIAN carried out a fact finding mission in Haiti and were able to collect in situ testimonies of the affected families.
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English translation of the proposed letter:
Mr. President:

During your first term, at the beginning of 1997, the Haitian Government distributed 17 state lands to thousands of landless peasant families in the department of Artibonite. Most of these families used the land to grow rice, thus being able to enjoy their right to feed themselves with dignity. In 2004, local landowners violently evicted 1,200 peasant families of Bertrand, Lespenche, Boussac and Timonette. According to witnesses, they came with private forces supported by the police. Since then, peasant families, most of them living today in Bocozelle, fifth section of Saint Marc, have not been able to return to their lands because they are threaten by the landowners. Also in the municipality of L’Estère, 588 families were evicted by gunmen sent by the landowners. Since then, the food situation of peasant families has been really difficult because they lost their lands, their means of livelihood.

Although they have denounced the forced lost of their lands to the INARA and they have demanded repeatedly in several public demonstrations that the Government should assume responsibility, peasants of both places have not got any answer from the State authorities.

Haiti is a State Party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In article 17, this Covenant provides for the protection against arbitrary or illegal interferences at anybody’s home and is therefore a protection against forcible evictions. On the other hand, the Haitian Constitution—in article 248—recognizes the need of an Agrarian Reform. Article 22 of the Constitution also enshrines the right to food of all citizens. Therefore, the Haitian State has an obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the right to food, especially among the most vulnerable population.

As a person working internationally for the protection and realization of human rights, I would like to kindly ask you:  

· To restore and protect the rights to land of peasant groups in the Artibonite department 

· To provide the peasant families with the technical support they need to produce in a sustainable way

· To boost the agroecological production countrywide since it has shown important results in every department and to stimulate the transformation in the land of agricultural products, in order to create jobs, food and income. 

I would be very grateful if you could keep me updated of all measures you may take.

Sincerely,

Proposed letter :
Monsieur René Garcia Préval 
Président de la République d’Haïti 
Bureau l, Palais National
Port-au-Prince 

Haïti W.I.

Monsieur le Président,

Lors de votre premier mandat, au début de l’année 1997, le Gouvernement de Haïti a distribué 17 terres d’état à des milliers de familles paysannes sans terre du département de l’Artibonite et presque toutes ces familles se sont mises à produire du riz, satisfaisant ainsi leur droit à se nourrir dignement. En 2004, les grandons de la région ont expulsé par la force 1200 familles paysannes de Bertrand, Lespenche, Boussac et Timonette. Selon les témoins, ils sont arrivés accompagnés d’hommes de main et de la police. Depuis lors, les familles paysannes dont la majorité vit aujourd’hui à Bocozelle, cinquième section de Saint Marc, n’ont pas pu retourner sur leurs terres à cause des menaces des grandons. Dans la commune de L’Estère, 588 familles ont aussi été expulsées par des hommes armés de machettes et d’armes à feu envoyés par les grandons. Depuis lors, la situation alimentaire des familles paysannes est très difficile car elles ont perdu leurs moyens de subsistance. 

Les paysannes et les paysans des deux endroits ont dénoncé à l’INARA la perte de leurs terres et exigé lors de plusieurs manifestations publiques que le gouvernement assume ses responsabilités. Ils n’ont jusqu’à présent reçu aucune réponse des autorités de l’état.

Haití est un état partie au Pacte International relatif aux droits civils et politiques. L’article 17 de ce Pacte précise que toute personne à droit à la protection de la loi contre des immixtions arbitraires ou illégales dans son domicile; ceci implique la protection contre des expulsions forcées. D’autre part, l’article 248 de la Constitution haïtienne reconnaît la nécessité d’une réforme agraire et l’article 22 reconnaît le droit à l’alimentation de tous les citoyens. Dans le cas des paysans de l’Artibonite, l’état haïtien a donc l’obligation de protéger et garantir le droit à la terre des bénéficiaires de la réforme agraire pour qu’ils puissent satisfaire leur droit à se nourrir.

En tant que personne qui travaille au niveau international à la défense et à la réalisation du droit à l’alimentation, je vous demande Monsieur le Président:

· de rétablir les droits à la terre des groupements paysans du département de l’Artibonite et de les protéger;

· de donner aux familles paysannes l’appui technique dont elles ont besoin pour produire de manière durable;

· de développer partout la production agroécologique paysanne qui donne déjà des résultats très significatifs dans tous les départements et de favoriser la transformation des produits agricoles à la campagne pour générer du travail, de la nourriture et des revenus.

Je vous remercie déjà de bien vouloir me tenir au courant des mesures que votre gouvernement décidera de prendre.

Je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur le Président, l’expression de ma haute considération.

	La Vía Campesina
International Operative Secretariat

Jalan Mampang Prapatan XIV No 5 

Jakarta Selatan 12790, Jakarta - Indonesia

Tel +62 21 799–1890

Fax +62 21 799–3426

viacampesina@viacampesina.org
Contact Global Campaign for Agrarian Reform:

viacampesina_cgra@amnettgu.com 
Tel: +504 235–9915 / 232–2198
	FIAN

International Secretariat

P.O. Box 10 22 43

D – 69012 Heidelberg - Germany

Tel + 49 6221 653–0030

Fax +49 6221 830–545

fian@fian.org



