Urgent Action Appeal:

Threat of Forced Evictions

against a Roma Community in Greece
HLRN Coordination Office

Cairo, 2 May 2003

- Case GRE/FE 020503 -

The Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), a member of the OMCT network, has reported a police attempt to evict six Romani families living in the Nea Zoi area of Aspropyrgos, approximately 15 kilometres west of Athens (Attica), Greece. When the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles visited the area in June 2002, about 20 Romani families resided in Aspropyrgos.  Since then, then frequent police raids, lack of infrastructure and/or problems with drugs have forced 14 families out. Besides the absence of running water and electricity, the Roma are living next to a defunct rubbish tip and in the midst of warehouses and small industrial facilities.
The Aspropyrgos local authorities are threatening the eviction while the Roma community there still awaiting the provision of water and electricity, as the Greek authorities promised and officially announced to the Council of Europe (CoE), 11 September 2002. The Greek CoE delegation then assured that “all necessary measures have been taken in order that the Roma/Gypsy settlement of Aspropyrgos is provided with all public facilities.”
Detail of the case: facts, official position and efforts at local remedy
According to the information received on 21 April 2003, at around 3.00 pm, a Hellenic Police (EL.AS.) car arrived at the Roma settlement in Aspropyrgos. Two police officers reportedly announced that “the plot was bought and the proprietor sent us to tell you to move out because he wants to clean it up and enclose it.” The Roma were given two weeks to gather their belongings and leave. While the police officers reportedly had with them certain documents that they showed to the Roma, they did not present any official eviction order. 
A few days earlier, an individual claiming to be the proprietor of an adjacent plot where Roma are also living, reportedly ordered them to leave his alleged property within 20 days and threatened that, otherwise, he would be forced to “call the police.”
On 22 April 2003, a representative of GHM, who is also a member of SOKADRE (Coordinated Organizations and Communities for Roma Human Rights in Greece), called the Aspropyrgos Police Station in order to get some more information on the incident. The police officer reportedly claimed that he was unaware of the incident and suggested that the caller contact the police chief, saying, however, that the Police Station frequently receives complaints by the residents in the surrounding areas asking the police to intervene in order to drive away the Roma living in the wider area of Nea Zoi. 
SOKADRE reportedly sent a letter to the Aspropyrgos Police Station on 23 April, asking them to provide any documentation that could justify the actions of the police officers. So far, the police have produced none. 





Human rights violations and State legal duty:
Attempted or actual forced evictions of Roma living in Asproprygos are reported with alarming frequency. The cases all have similar characteristics, including the disregard for national and international law, the absence of eviction orders, the lack of alternative housing and compensation to the victims, as well as the absence of prompt and impartial investigation into the actions of the Aspropyros Municipality. 
The Greek authorities’ have not fulfilled their September 2002 guarantee of all necessary measures to ensure that the Roma/Gypsy settlement of Aspropyrgos receives all public facilities.  That guarantee seriously contrasts with the actual Asproprygos Municipality’s denial of such services. 
As such, the Greek authorities at local and national levels blatantly violate the Nea Zoi Roma community’s right to adequate housing; namely, the elements: security of tenure, access to public and environmental goods and services, security of person, freedom from dispossession, right to information and resettlement.  These housing rights elements arise from Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which Greece recognized by acceded to the Covenant in 1985, and as elaborated in General Comments No. 4 and No. 7 of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR).  The present denial of essential services also violates the Roma community’s right to water, as set forth in CESCR’s General Comment No. 15. These violations of the right to housing also breach, among other treaties, the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (Article 5(e)), which Greece ratified CERD in 1970. 






What you can do!

Please send immediately your protest letter to:
                  --- A sample letter follows ---
* Mr. Constantine Simitis, Prime Minister: Fax: +30 210 724–1776; 
E-mail: Mail@primeminister.gr 
* Mr. George Papandreou, Foreign Minister Athens: Fax: +30 210 368–1433, 
E-mail: gpap@mfa.gr 
* Mr. George Kaminis, Ombudsman: Fax +30 210 728–9643
* Mr. Costas Skandalidis, Minister of Interior, Public and Local Administration: 
   Fax: +30 210 323–3218
* The Greek Embassy or representation in your country; find a list on the following web page:   

http://www.embassyworld.com/embassy/greece1.htm 
Please also send us an e-mail copy with your contact information at: mmignot@hic-mena.org. You will receive the follow-up of this case and future Urgent Action appeals.
For detailed background information, refer to the OMCT appeal on this case at: http://www.omct.org/focus.asp?Language=EN&Issue=SCR, section “What’s New.”
 













Sample Letter

Please copy the following letter and paste it as e-mail message or as a fax to the authorities above listed. You can also write your own protest letter.

For the efficiency of this appeal, you are asked to send your letters before 15 May. To allow a wider support to this urgent appeal, you may spread it further until the end of May. 

1 May 2003
Excellency,
We are very concerned by 
the information of the Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), reporting that, on 21 April 2003 the Hellenic police has attempted to evict six Romani families living in the Nea Zoi area of Aspropyrgos, approximately 15 kilometres west of Athens (Attica).
Two police officers reportedly claimed to the resident families that they were acting on behalf of the supposed proprietor who wants to clean it up and enclose it.” The officers produced no official eviction order. 
On 22 April 2003, a representative of GHM, who is also a member of SOKADRE (Coordinated Organizations and Communities for Roma Human Rights in Greece), called the Aspropyrgos Police Station to obtain more information on the incident. The police officer reportedly claimed that he was unaware of the case. 
This occurred while the Roma community living in Aspropyrgos is still awaiting the provision of water and electricity, as promised by the Greek authorities and officially announced to the Council of Europe on 11 September 2002. The Greek delegation had then assured that “all necessary measures have been taken in order that the Roma/Gypsy settlement of Aspropyrgos is provided with all public facilities.”
By these actions, Greek national and local authorities appear to be in violation of the Roma community’s right to adequate housing in Nea Zoi; in particular, constituent elements including security of tenure, access to public and environmental goods and services, freedom from dispossession, security of person, right to information and resettlement.  These housing rights elements arise from Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which Greece recognized by acceded to the Covenant in 1985, and as elaborated in General Comments No. 4 and No. 7 of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR).  The present denial of essential services also violates the Roma community’s right to water, as set forth in CESCR’s General Comment No. 15. These violations of the right to housing also breach, among other treaties, the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (Article 5(e)), which Greece ratified CERD in 1970. 



Sir, while attempted or actual forced evictions of Roma living in Asproprygos are reported with alarming frequency, we earnestly hope that you will exert all efforts urgently to restore and uphold human rights standards in the Nea Zoi area of Aspropyrgos, and particularly those affecting the vulnerable Roma community.

Respectfully yours,

[Name]

[Organization]






