Arab Gathering & Mobilization against Globalization

This is to announce the recent establishment in Beirut of the Pan-Arab Anti Globalization Gathering (PAAG) as well as the Lebanese NGO Anti-Globalization Gathering (LNGO/AGG).

The PAAGG is a gathering of more than X personalities and activists from various Arab countries and of different political, social and cultural backgrounds. 

The gathering aims to monitor and draw public attention to the current hazards of globalization throughout the Arab countries and to mobilize and play a catalyst role for actions aiming to resist the current globalization policies within the region as well as globally in cooperation with other AG groups and movements.

Similarly, the Lebanese NGO/AGG, which presently comprises around 40 associations and trade union organizations, aims at pursuing similar goals at the national level and to link up with other AG groups within the region and beyond.

The founding statements of the two gatherings are enclosed in attachments.

The setting up of the two bodies came following weeks of linking, consultations and discussions among groups and individuals in Lebanon and the rest of the Arab region set against the background of preparations for the forthcoming WTO meeting which is scheduled to be held between 9 and 13 November in Doha, the capital city of Qatar.

On one hand there is the continuing overall instability in the region and the persisting human tragedy in Palestine, Iraq and other countries of the region and on the other, the creeping impoverishment and general marginalisation and exclusion of the large majority of the population as a result of globalization inspired government policies. 

Preparation work, which was being carried out by a grouping of northern, southern and Arab NGOs in order to convene a world parallel conference on WTO in early November in Beirut was perceived by many as being partial, non-inclusive with of limited representation. Hence, the efforts which culminated in the decision to set up the two gatherings as a first step towards a broader and more strategic anti-globalization action.

The recent so-called American military offensive and campaign against terrorism is a subject of grave humanitarian concerns and calls for concerted actions to resist efforts aiming at the imposition of globalization inspired objectives under the disguise of the fight against terrorism. 

In the short term, the Pan Arab/AGG will pursue the following:

1. Continue to enlist new endorsements for its founding declaration 

2. Encourage the setting up of in-country AG bodies or coalitions 

3. Organize a three days international gathering in early November in Beirut in Lebanon to deliberate on the American led military campaign and its links to globalization agendas. We hope to be able to release more information on the Beirut international gathering by the end of next week. 

4. The Beirut meeting is to be attended by activists from a number of Arab countries and a number of northern-based anti-globalization militants. It will provide a good opportunity for linking, sharing and coordination between various Arab/AG militants and organizations. 

For its part the NGO/AGG plans to convene by the end of the month a broad NGO meeting at the national level so as to discuss and to formulate a longer-term anti-globalization strategy of action in Lebanon. 

We aim to keep you informed about new developments and do hope to develop links and cooperation between all those united in the struggle against globalization. Meanwhile we would appreciate from you the following:

1. Keep in contact and watch this space 

2. Give feedback on the two declarations and planned actions 

3. Circulate this message to all interested 

4. Give new contacts of groups or parties interested in linking and supporting our initiatives. 

We stand ready to respond to all queries related to the above.

With best wishes 

Mirvat Abu-Khalil

Communication Committee

 

Founding Declaration toward a “Pan-Arab Antiglobalization Gathering”
1. Objectives  

A number of Lebanese and Palestinian organizations working in Lebanon, as well as some Arab stakeholders, held a series of meetings on the occasion of the WTO Conference in Qatar. Several political figures (representing parties, social movements, and gatherings) participated in these meetings, along with independent activists, intellectuals, artists, NGOs and unions representatives. Their aim was to mobilize and encourage all social categories to launch a grassroots anti-globalization movement which main objectives include the following: 

A. Launching a popular movement on the eve of the Doha Conference, starting with an Arab International Conference: “Arab International Anti-Globalization Forum”. 
B. Creating a permanent Arab anti-globalization framework to coordinate between the various activists and to exchange information. 
C. Contributing to the launch of an anti-globalization movement in Lebanon. 

 2. General overview 

Globalization seeks to impose the market, on all social sectors, as being the sole possible regulatory mechanism, especially in those fields related to people’s daily life (food, water, educational and health services, wages, work conditions, genetics, etc…) all around the globe. It is also the most severe form of concentration of capitals, which is in fact the ultimate goal of globalization. Globalization aims at instituting and maintaining the political hegemony of the G7, especially the USA, by encouraging military conflict in order to overcome those countries that refuse, even in part, the globalization policies (the aggression against Iraq and Somalia and the events in Eastern Europe are but a few examples of this reality). Indeed, the renewal of the arms race, the missile shield, and the implementation of the Zionist nuclear arsenal at the heart of the Arab World are the most flagrant military manifestations of this trend. Finally, globalization tries to impose a one-dimensional culture on all peoples, i.e. the culture of consumerism, which will ultimately marginalize national cultures. 
Following the fall of the bipolar system, a “new international system” emerged as a result of the aggression against Iraq, followed by the Zionist entity’s project to establish a new Middle Eastern system which will integrate the Arab World into the globalization system, under Israel’s guidance. Indeed, Israel is at the heart of the Arab World after having been implemented in it as a composite and complex form of colonialist aggression. Israel remains the focal point of many interests and relationships with the Western hegemony and the West’s distinguished history. On the other hand, it is trying to strengthen its position within the globalization system as an active partner who sets itself as the perfect main player at the regional level. This is particularly true as the Euromed partnership recognized and further confirmed Israel’s leadership position for all the effects that may arise out of the partnership agreements. 
Therefore the importance of defining the position of each and every part of the Arab World in the globalization system which represents the current form of global capitals’ organization and movement.  

It’s noteworthy here that Doha was chosen to hold the next meeting of the WTO not only because the State of Qatar maintains close relationships with Israel, but also because it is one of the most important political and military American bases in the region. In addition to the fact that it is hardly to undertake any broad-range movement in Doha against this Conference given the local constraints in this country.  

Furthermore, and as a result of the globalization policies in the region, many aspects of life were greatly prejudiced by these practices: production is falling in the main productive sectors; public indebtedness is increasing in most countries including the oil-producing rich countries; unemployment and marginalization of wide categories of the population are increasing; the workforce and its movement are increasingly depending on the global capitals’ management; the illiteracy rate is on the rise; the provision of health and educational services, as well as all services in general are decreasing while their cost is increasing; disparities increase in the distribution and concentration of wealth, in addition to the increase in violations against human rights and the degradation of the environment.  

Not less important is the need to determine the outputs and the current challenges in every part of the Arab World as a result of the globalization’s hegemony. These results can be felt on the political, social, economic, cultural, and military levels and are directly related to our societies and are likely to put constraints on their future perspectives.  

Faced with these challenges, Arab regimes relinquish, willingly or unwillingly, their national sovereignty and social obligations which they delegate to the forces and instances of the capitalist globalization, while they exercise the various forms of oppression against their people. As such, the situation in the Arab World is characterized by two main features: 

· Widened and increased economic and political dependency, which will ultimately lead to a direct military presence and the loss of the political authority, therefore threatening national sovereignty. 
· Fragmentation and dislocation of all structures and disruption of the social fabric, in addition to stirring up separatist sectarian trends, as it is the case in Yugoslavia now. 
3. Principles of action
The present effort emanated from this background and is guided by a number of principles of action: 

1. The next Doha Summit will be an occasion to determine the manifestations of globalization in the Arab countries and these countries’ position in the globalization system and to elaborate anti-globalization mechanisms. 
2. A clear Arab understanding and speech are needed that will contribute to the launching of an Arab anti-globalization movement based on the Arab reality. 
3. An active Arab participation is needed in the broad-range global anti-globalization movement. 
4. The expected movement will have a political, democratic, and grassroots dimension vis-à-vis the international institutions, whether governmental or non-governmental, which consecrate the globalization policies in the region. 
5. The generation of élites linked to the globalization spreading centers and which have nothing to do with the most prejudices social categories by the globalization policies ought to be avoided. 
4. Immediate program of action 

1. Creating a follow-up committee to ensure the execution of the activities agreed upon. 
2. Organizing workshops in Beirut and in other regions to sensitize the participants to the dangers of globalization. 
3. Holding of a Pan-Arab conference. 
4. Organizing a cultural festival. 
5. Organizing a demonstration walk towards the South borders in support of the Intifada (gathering on the borders) 
6. Organizing a demonstration, symbolic sit-ins, and activities against globalization and its institutions concomitantly with the Doha Conference. 
7. Elaborating a long-term antiglobalization program and strategy. 
Founding statement of the Lebanese NGO Anti-Globalization Gathering  

Forty NGOs, local clubs, and Lebanese and Palestinian organizations working in Lebanon active in the fields of youth, women, development, human rights, disabled persons, and environment, in addition to leagues and professional unions held a series of meetings and discussions around the issue of globalization. These culminated in a collective decision to found a Lebanese NGO Anti-Globalization Gathering. The aim of this gathering is to protect the interests of the marginalized social categories given the dangers that may arise from the globalization policies and which main features have grown developed substantially and at all levels over the last few months. 

1. The effects of globalization on the global level 

· Globalization is a unipolar system but based on very complex tools (G7, WTO, IMF, NATO, in addition to regional blocks such as NAFTA, GCC, Euromed partnership…) 
· The United States imposed themselves as a unipolar power that manages all global affairs following the fall of the Soviet Union and Eastern European countries. 
· Globalization dictates on the United Nations its positions and decisions. 
· Globalization has severe repercussions on the political, military, economical, social, cultural, scientific, and technological levels. 
· A huge transcontinental monetary mass (increasingly free of any fiscal system or social or environmental criteria) has appeared, while globalization institutions are trying to dominate the global economy and centralize it in the hands of few transnational corporates. 
· The market mechanism is being imposed as the sole mechanism to regulate and organize social and economic relationships and reduce the role of the welfare state. 
· There is a growing “marketing” of structural reform programs which prejudice vital sectors such as health, education, and energy, while companies are offered wider access to global markets to invest or market their products. 
· Many efforts are being made to change priorities at the beginning of the 21st century by focusing extensively on the so-called terrorism. 
· Disparities are even greater between rich and poor countries, in addition to the widening gap between rich and poor within the same country. 
· Poverty, unemployment, prejudices against marginalized categories of the population such as women, disabled persons, and children are widespread. 
· Natural resources are being depleted and global environment damaged. 
· Many fragmentation wars and separatist movements broke all around the world, in particular in the Balkans, the former Soviet Union countries, and Africa. 
2. The effects of globalization on the Arab level  

· Speaking of a new international system came at the same time as the outbreak of the Second War of the Gulf and the ensuing blockade, impoverishment of the Iraqi people, and the continuing humanitarian blockade in order to undermine the basic requirement for life, sustenance and development for the entire population and hence gain control over the resources of the oil-producing countries. 
· The new international system gives top priority to the absolute security of Israel and to consecrating it as a regional center and spearhead, while trying to impose a new Middle-Eastern system (on the military, economic, and cultural levels…) 
· There is a growing effort to suppress the legitimate Palestinian cause. 
· Substantial efforts are being deployed to consecrate the existence of Western and American rules, forces, and military agreements within the so-called peace process. 
· The situation continues to deteriorate as a whole along with a widespread poverty and increasing disparities between rich Arab countries and poor Arab countries, and an ever widening gap between rich and poor within the same country. 
· Globalization in the Arab World appears through the Middle-Eastern project and the Euromed partnership, with Israel being the focal point for both projects. 
· The Arab governments adopted the globalization policies landed on them from abroad. 
· Freedoms continue to be oppressed and democracy to be prejudiced in all Arab states in general, which prevents any emancipation effort in the region. 
The picture may seem grim, but some initiatives in the Arab World are very promising: 

· The victory of the Lebanese Resistance in South Lebanon against the Zionist occupation. 
· The steadfastness of the Palestinian Intifada in Palestine which has shown great perseverance and determination to force the army of occupation out of Palestine. 
· Several movements appeared in all Arab countries condemning state oppression and calling for more freedoms, democracy, and social justice. 
3. The effects of globalization on the Lebanese level  

· The reconstruction process initiated following the Taëf Agreement increased the internal public debt, which is now to be transformed into a foreign debt. 
· There have been some attempts to link it to international financial institutions in return of foreign loans and aids. 
· The USA and the international community exerted economical and political pressures on Lebanon to impose particular political choices likely to pull it out of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
· The privatization of the main public sectors (such as water, electricity, telephone, etc…) and its negative effects on job opportunities and social allowances. 
· The most marginalized social categories (women, disabled persons, children, liberated detainees) suffer the most from the austerity budgetary policy, while corruption and waste increase among the ruling category, without any genuine economical and administrative reform. 
· The economic policy does not offer sustainable job opportunities for young people, thus forcing them the leave the country in search for better jobs. 
· The lifting of customs taxes will have negative effects on the productive sectors. 
· Direct taxes have been reduced on companies and individuals, while the government is trying to compensate for their revenues through the VAT, and its effect on the equitable distribution of wealth, in addition to the taxes recently imposed on oil and on various services. 
· Pressures increase on unions and political civil freedoms. 
· The law on the property of foreigners entitles anyone (including transnational corporations) to acquire properties in Lebanon, except for Palestinians. 
· The open sky law will have negative effects on all ecological, economic, and social levels. 
· The damage to the environment due to the globalization policies includes privatization of the coast, dumping of local markets with agricultural products (prohibited or which excessive use pollutes both soils and agricultural products), illegal constructions (not as part of the right to housing but as part of the real estate competition policy linked to unrealistic expectations regardless of the productive sectors), etc… 
5. Why founding the “Lebanese NGO Anti-Globalization Gathering”?  

Based on the above and in the light of globalization and the ensuing threats, founding such a Gathering became an urgent need in order to achieve the following objectives:  

· Highlighting the laws, policies, and actions that are leading the country in an inappropriate direction. 
· Discussing the globalization issue with all sectors in order to dissipate any confusion. 
· Encouraging and sustaining research on globalization and its effects. 
· Organizing movements and launch initiatives, which express the opinion of all social categories wronged by globalization and participating in the Anti-Globalization Arab Gathering. 
· Interacting with all parties concerned to elaborate a common Arab vision. 
· Participating and joining the anti-globalization movement while respecting the priorities of Lebanon and the region in order to reach a common Lebanese-Arab vision. 
 Consequently, the Gathering is concerned with taking actions for facing globalization policies. As such, it should first of all call upon all social categories and organizations negatively affected by globalization to join the Gathering and take part in it, and to initiate a dialogue on this issue in preparation for a broad-range meeting in order to elaborate a long-term program of action.
List of the founding members of the NGO Antiglobalization Gathering 

Leagues and Unions
League of Secondary Education Teachers
League of Lebanese University Full-time Professors 
National Federation of the Union of Lebanese Workers and Employees
Union of Tenants 
National Federation of Unions
Union of Construction Workers
Federation of the Union of Overland Transportation 

Development Associations
Lebanese Popular Relief
Charitable Association for Social Development
Aarsal Rural Development Association  

Human and civil rights Association
Committee of Liberated Detainees 
Lebanese Physically Handicapped Union
Youth Association for the Blind
NGO/IRIS-Majal  

Women Associations
Lebanese League of Women’s Rights
National Gathering for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women 

Cultural Associations and Clubs
Committee for Cultural Activities – Hermel
Al-Lika Club
Al-Saha Club
Democratic Cultural Forum
Social and Cultural Solidarity Association in Tyr 

Environmental Associations
Greenline
Lebanese Organization for Environment and Development 
Green Future
Al-Bi’a Club in Aïn Dara 

Youth Associations
Lebanese Union of Democratic Youth
Democratic Youth Movement
Youth Gathering in Habbariyyeh

Associations active in the Palestinian camps
Children and Youth Center
‘Aïdoun Association
Al-Qods Cultural Club
Human Rights Palestinian Organization
Development Center – Palestinian Youth Center
