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Executive Summary 
 
The accompanying report presents the progress, products, problems, lessons learned, 
adjustments made and support enjoyed in implementing the 2006 program of Habitat International 
Coalition’s Housing and Land Rights Network (HIC -HLRN) in the Middle East/North Africa (MENA) 
region. The year represents the sixth in HLRN’s programming and service to specialized civil 
society organizations that promote human rights toward solving problems in the field of human 
settlements in Middle East/North Africa.  
 
The report, like the HLRN’s MENA Program, is organized no the basis of three inter-related goals 
with their corresponding activities. These goals include: 

1. Network, Coalition, and alliance development and maintenance; 

2. Knowledge creation, empowerment and capacity building to ensure the human right 
to adequate housing (HRAH); 

3. Advocacy at all levels (multilateral, regional, national and local).  
 
 
Network, Coalition, and alliance development and maintenance 

The year 2006 was a watershed in the development of the Habitat International Coalition’s 
Housing and Land Rights Network (HIC -HLRN) in the Middle East/North Africa (MENA) region. 
The Coalition and Network Members reached 96 by the end of 2006, long with 37 “Friends” 
(individual affiliates). That marks an increase of five Members and 13 Friends during the year, 
exceeding the projected target. The period also spanned the first each year of MENA as a 
constitutional region in HIC, including also the elections of the first forma l representation of MENA 
Members to the HIC Board.  
 
Highlights of the year’s networking activities included HLRN Members and officers engaging in the 
World Social Forum VI (Bamako, Mali) with a program of both popular and pedagogical activities, 
as well as active participation in the World Urban Forum II (Vancouver BC, Canada). The year 
also featured an expansion of strategic alliances that has sought to involve HLRN Members in the 
global social movements and campaigns on economic, social and cultural rights; privatization of 
housing and services; human rights education; minority rights issues; and the militarization of the 
region and its effects on habitat and housing. 
 
 
Knowledge creation, empowerment and capacity building 

The period also coincided with dramatic developments in the MENA region, not least involving the 
further displacements and dispossession of Palestinians in the West Bank due to the Israeli Wall, 
and the Israeli summer war on Lebanon. These issues saw HLRN investigating and reporting on 
the consequent violations and potential remedies of housing and land rights. In particular, HLRN 
promoted needed methodologies for monitoring and documentation, in addition to its fact-finding 
work in the field with Members and other civil organizations. Among the HLRN products during the 
year are a new fact-finding report on The Summer War on Habitat in Lebanon: Addressing 
Housing Rights Violations as War Crimes, which introduced criteria for seeking remedy to grave 
breaches and serious violations under international legal jurisdiction.  
 
In 2006, HLRN also updated and published its Solidarity Network brochure series in Arabic, 
drawing comparison among the housing and land rights conditions of peoples under occupation/  



 4 

alien domination in the cases of Palestine, Tibet and the Kurdish people. HLRN officers also 
exerted much effort to update and translate the new edition of the HLRN Housing and Land Rights 
“Toolkit”, which will appear in its four-language version in 2007. 
 
The period also coincides with the ina uguration of the new HLRN Violation Database, which is 
publicly available on-line for recording and researching global cases of eviction, dispossession, 
demolition and violations arising from privatization of public housing and services. The VDB has 
recorded such violations in the MENA region affecting some 2,413,000 persons over 2004–06 
alone. 
 
In further capacity-building efforts, HLRN conducted a series of six training activities in MENA for 
Members and their communities in 2006. These also included training events in preparation for 
self-representation and parallel reporting before the UN treaty bodies, as well as one 
Mediterranean regional consultation with the Special Rapporteur on Women’s Housing and Land 
Rights.  
 
Cooperation with UN implementing agencies forms part of the HLRN strategy, as with its MENA 
Program’s cooperation with ESCWA. This relationship has evolved in the review period, in 
particular, with HLRN and its Members’ involvement in the UN Habitat/ESCWA-sponsored 
“Security of Land Housing Tenure” and “Good Urban Governance” campaigns, launched for 
MENA in March 2006.  
 
 
Advocacy 

The foregoing activities also served the advocacy efforts of HLRN and its members (and vice 
versa), particularly related to the review of State parties’ implementation of the Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Morocco and Sudan) and the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Yemen and Israel). Those efforts resulted in 
historic legal findings in the form of Concluding Observations of the concerned UN treaty-
monitoring bodies with a focus on housing and land rights problems and solutions. 
 
HLRN’s interventions in the UN political bodies focused on the war in Lebanon and the occupation 
and Wall construction in Palestine. The occupation was the subject of four Urgent Action 
interventions of HIC Members, including two Open Letters: to the UN Secretary General and to 
Caterpillar Corp. 
 
Much of the research, methodology development and advocacy plans during 2006 involved (the 
land  and natural resource origins of) the Darfur conflict, the dispossession and demographic 
manipulation of the Ahwazi Arabs in Iran, living conditions o f the Yemeni Akhdam, and the 
housing and land rights features of the occupation of Western Sahara. These will be subjects of 
forthcoming HLRN interventions, when time and other resources permit. 
 
Resource constraints remain a constant impediment to realizing the full programmatic potential of 
HLRN in the MENA region. Among those resources are human and social capital. For a program 
that seeks to build a reciprocal, problem-solving culture among civil organizations, entrenched 
practices, threatening political environments, the immediacy of local agendas, lack of 
specialization, and individual organizations’ own resource constraints impede desired progress. In 
particular, these factors conspire to complicate joint actions and the formation of collective 
agendas and campaigns. 
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HLRN is constantly faced with new urgencies posed by circumstances and new Members. One  
example has been in the evolving capacity building, fact finding and advocacy on refugee rights 
and living conditions. The events of December 2005, in Cairo, thrust the issue upon HLRN 
simultaneous with additional demands for HLRN assistance from local civil society. 
 
As pointed out in the 2006 evaluation of HIC and HLRN, the MENA Program demands are 
expanding faster than resources and capacities. This has necessitated adjustments for the future, 
including more focus on training-of-trainer activities, recruiting assistance for fundraising needs, 
and more-selective engagement of Members with proven capacity to advance the common 
regional HRH agenda. 
 
Through all of these achievements and challenges, the support of long-standing sponsors such as 
Ford Foundation, ICCO and MISEREOR has been essential to the Program’s operation and 
achievements. Moreover, occasional and project-specific funders in the UN system and elsewhere 
have contributed valuable material and moral support. Not least are the cumulative efforts of 
Members and civil society at large in the MENA region. They are the main reason for HLRN 
efforts. 



 6 

   HOUSING AND LAND RIGHTS NETWORK 
   H A B I T A T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O A L I T I O N 
   Middle  East /Nor th  Af r ica  Region  
 

 

 

Report of Activities and Achievements, 2006 
 
The present report covers the efforts and accomplishments of Housing and Land Rights Network 
(HLRN), including its increasing opportunities and demands for services to Members in the Middle 
East/North Africa (MENA) region. The present annual report of the HLRN’s MENA Program,1 
recounts the first full calendar year of implementing HLRN’s operational plan for the MENA region 
(January–December) . 
 
The broad purpose of the MENA Program is to promote ESCR culture in the region by increasing 
the opportunities and capacity of HLRN’s members to be the agents of that process. To do so, the 
Program applies the human right to adequate housing (HRAH) developed in international law as 
an authoritative framework for Program activities, organized under three main goals. The Program 
seeks to expand the legal concept to include recognition of access to land as a right. Hence, the 
Network and its constituent Members advocate  housing and land rights, or “the human right to 
adequate housing and land” (HRAH) by virtue of their identity and objectives. In the course of its 
legal and human rights advocacy, training, monitoring and problem solving, the MENA Program 
also promotes the State obligations corresponding to the right, including those pertaining to 
international cooperation as a means to address the problem of States deregulating and 
privatizing public goods and services, which typically derogates rights and living conditions of the 
impoverished and vulnerable inhabitants. Upholding the human rights framework in the context of 
development and economic liberalization addresses acute needs and challenges emerging in the 
MENA region within the period, particularly the need for indigenous alternatives to such policies 
dictated extraterritorially. 
 
The MENA Program forms a regional component of the HLRN Global Program, and HLRN 
operates as a specialized thematic structure comprised of Habitat International Coalition (HIC) 
member organizations . An organic relationship with the other regional and global HLRN programs, 
the general membership and HIC Secretariat (Santiago, Chile) enable the MENA Program and its 
constituent members to share and adapt successful practices, strategies and relevant information. 
 
The years of HIC and its Housing and Land Rights Network operations have demonstrated that 
the members constitute the main asset and resource of the Coalition and Network, and no less in 
the MENA region. Meanwhile, the diversity and decentralization of the membership’s composition 
lie at the heart of programming challenges and opportunities. The HLRN Middle East/North Africa 
(MENA) Program has evolved since 2000 to reflect those membership qualities, and the 
Coordination Office in Cairo both responds to member demands, as well as mobilizes and guides 
constituent Members with activism and advocacy, including cooperation with the UN Human 
Rights System, as well as specialized capacity building and knowledge creation through 

                                                 
1 Referred to heretofore as “HLRN-MENA,” or “MENA Program.” 
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pedagogical activities and creating opportunities for strategy exchange with fellow HIC Members 
and others. 
 
This annual report culminates the implementation of a three-year strategic plan, developed in 
consultation with HLRN members. As reflected in the lessons learned during 2006, program 
implementation over the period has enriched the experience that grounds program designs and 
programmatic choices for the future. 
 
Along with the memorialization of tasks, this Report of Activities and Achievements 2006 provides 
also a concise analysis of the Network’s operation that is structured around the following themes:  

1. Processes and products, 
2. The main problems , 
3. Adjustments made (and lessons for the future), 
4. The role of supporters in enabling accomplishments. 
 
This report follows the strategic plan, designed in 2003 around three basic axes, or “Goals.” That 
plan represents a consolidation of the preceding HLRN program, integrating activities into 
mutually complementary clusters, and ensuring greater internal program clarity and consistency, 
accountability to members and improved management systems.  
 
The performance year 2006 also coincides with the Habitat International Coalition’s internal and 
external evaluation process in cooperation with MISEREOR. The evaluation is expected to 
conclude in April 2007 with a particular focus on HLRN, including its MENA Program. 
 
The mission of HLRN and its members remains “to reach the fuller realization of human dignity 
and human development toward respect, defense, promotion and fulfillment of the human right to 
adequate housing and land.” Translating this vision and mission into a regional program of 
interrelated and mutually supporting goals, HLRN manages the engaged Members in the MENA 
region in activities organized in three manageable clusters (of equal importance and priority):  

1. Network, Coalition, and alliance development and maintenance; 

2. Knowledge creation, empowerment and capacity building to ensure the 
human right to adequate housing (HRAH); 

3. Advocacy at all levels (multilateral, regional, national and local).  
 
Within each of these thre goals, HLRN’s MENA Program pursues related objectives in order to 
achieve the goals. Pursuing these goals and objectives in 2006 has resulted in the accumulation 
of achievements, presented here, in addition to the administration and program management 
activities, reported in the final section.  
 
 
Goal I: Network, coalition and alliance building, development and maintenance 
Overarching objectives concerning the management of HLRN-MENA relationships: 

§ Clarify and strengthen mutual HLRN and HIC memberships 

§ Manage membership in closer communication with constituents 

§ Assess needs and assets of members 
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§ Identify regional members as reference points for fellow members to tap 
specialized skills and expertise needed (especially to integrate housing and land 
rights) 

§ Induct members to both HLRN and HIC 
 
The MENA Program carries out this overarching goal of maintaining relationships at three levels: 
the Network, the Coalition at large and alliances with others outside the HIC membership.  
 
 
 
Processes and products  

I.A The Network Level:  

Objectives at the Network level: 

1. Manage and develop membership in closer 
communication with constituents 

2. Assess needs and assets of members 

3. Assess needs and assets of National Institution 

4. Develop reference points in the regions (especially to 
integrate HLR) 

5. Ensure and enhance the participation of interested HIC members in HLRN  

6. Induct members to both HLRN and HIC 
 
The MENA Program seeks to build  a greater sense of association, belonging and mutual reliance 
among MENA regional Members of HIC-HLRN. Maintaining a network structure, the MENA 
Program relies on thoughtful membership management and development, in cooperation with 
other HLRN regions and the HIC Secretariat. In 2006, the MENA program officer developed the 
member profiles so as to maintain a record of basic information about Member organizations and 
their programs, as well as the joint objectives and participation in HIC -HLRN activities. 
 
The membership management goal for 2004–06 was “to increase member inscriptions in HLRN 
by five active MENA members each year and to realize significantly increased engagement in 
HLRN activities and joint member collaboration by those inscribed.” In fact, throughout 2006, 18 
new organizations inscribed as Members from the MENA region (five were accepted); and 19 
individuals applied as Friends, of whom 13 were approved. The total HIC-HLRN 96 Members 
organization in MENA now total, along with 37 Friends. That compares with only four Members 
inscribed in HIC at the beginning of the MENA Program in 2000. (See Annexes IV and V for a 
current list of HLRN Members in MENA.) 
 
Closer and more-regular communications with members has proved fruitful in a number of cases, 
such as rallying Members around housing and land rights issues related to the UN Register of 
Damages from the Wall built across the West Bank, and linking Yemeni Members with another 
NGOs in India and internationally dealing with Dalit (untouchable) communities. In more -general 
networking functions, HLRN expended a great deal of effort and resources in ensuring substantive 
Member participation in the World Social Forum (Bamako, Mali) and the World Urban Forum 
(Vancouver BC). These experiences brought members in closer contact and collaboration with 
others with expertise in MENA-relevant issues and struggles, such as “social production of 
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habitat,” privatization, occupation and land deprivation, migration and displacement, and the 
movements on the “Right to the City” and peasants’ rights . 
 
The HIC -MENA website (www.hic-mena.org) serves as a networking tool for Members, especially 
through the Members Database. There, Members can search for their HLRN Member 
counterparts to identify counterparts for swapping skills and experiences. While the HLRN 
Member Database has served as a model for the HIC Secretariat, established in Santiago in late 

2003, 2006 was the last full year of decentralized management of membership. Much effort in 
2006 has been spent in auditing and preparing Member records to be consolidated in an improved 
and centralized HIC Secretariat membership database that is expected to incorporate the lessons 
arising from the HIC evaluation. 
 
The HLRN website and HLRN Contacts Database dedicated to MENA also provided a resource 
and mechanism for informing fellow members of news and events. Members received alerts by 
email of new items mounted on the HLRN MENA website, especially timely and Arabic-language 
materials not available elsewhere. The website also allows Members to post their own news and 
reports, such as announcing the upcoming conferences. In 2006, HLRN introduced its Violation 
Database in English and Arabic such that, as primarily a monitoring and knowledge-creation 
feature of the HLRN MENA Program, it also serves as a tool for finding partners with analogous 
experiences within and outside the MENA region that serve as opportunities for bilateral 
collaboration among Members and others. 
 
The networking activities have increased with important opportunities to consult with Members on 
their needs and programs, so that the MENA Program can serve them better. In 2006, those 
opportunities included the international forums, such as the World Social Forum VI (Bamako, Mali, 
January 2006) and preparations for WSF VII (Nairobi, January 2007). One of the important 
MENA-relevant features of the HLRN networking at WSF VI and (the preparations for) VII has 
been through contact with Western Sahara-related organizations and individuals dealing with 
housing and land rights and displacement issues. Also significant have been the HRLN 
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Coordination Office efforts, with several other local and international NGOs, to organize the 
methodology, program and follow-up of the Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus at WSF 
2007. In that process, HLRN has brought one HIC-HLRN Member to 
present on the main panel on “Human rights and conflict, militarization and 
culture of impunity,” and brought together urban, rural, pastoral and 
indigenous peoples movements together in dialogue for the first time under 
the theme “Human rights and struggles over habitat, land and 
environment .” 
 
Important networking and cooperation on regional issues have taken place 
in the context of training activities (described below under Goal II: 
“Capacity Building”), as well as advocacy events in 2006, such as the 
Emergency Session of the UN Human Rights Council over the war on 
Lebanon. In that connection, HLRN MENA officers and Members 
responded to the Lebanese civil society’s call for solidarity in the pursuit of 
remedy for war crimes committed there. HLRN MENA appears to be the 
only party in regular contact with all parties relevant to the war-related 
housing and land rights issues. The MENA Program’s November 2006 report, The Summer War 
on Habitat in Lebanon: Addressing Housing Rights Violations as War Crimes, (currently under 
revision), embodies the lessons of that networking effort. 
 
While training activities will be elaborated under Goal II, it is worth mentioning that each training 
activity has involved some degree of networking. The main prerequisite for HLRN to provide 
training is to organize that service jointly with Members or collectivities of organizations, and not 
only for single organizations. Training events are also meant (1) to build capacities, but also (2) to 
create the context to foster new partnerships and develop the ESC rights culture among human 
rights activists, local inhabitants, technicians and other professionals, (3) to attract new HLRN-HIC 
members, and (4) to assess the participants’ further needs (as each training event also has a 
needs assessment built in). Thus, member services and member development go hand in hand, 
(5) to encourage NGOs in the region to use the UN instruments and mechanisms in protection of 
Human Rights, and (6) to create links between and among local and regional NGOs and social 
movements in global civil society. Thus the element of networking is integral to the other MENA 
Program goals. (Training events reported below.) 
 
The 2006 production of Solidarity Network materials in Arabic also has facilitated networking 
across the major, seemingly more complex cases. It also has enabled better communication with 
those concerned with related issues in Western Sahara. 
 
 
I.B At the Coalition level: Maintain the Structures and Relationships within HIC 

1. Serve constructively on HIC Board and contribute to HIC’s reconstruction 

2. Integrate the HLR framework across HIC 

3. Interact effectively with all HIC structures 

4. Develop MENA as a bona fide region within the wider Coalition 
 
Integrating the MENA membership and regional experiences into HIC general has been a part of 
the MENA Program’s goals since its inception, linked to the broader objective of breaking the 
historic isolation of MENA civil society from the rest of the world’s social movements. In 2006, 
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HLRN members elected the HLRN coordinator to a second term serving on the HIC Board 
(through 2009). However, since the HIC Board and General Assembly endorsement of MENA as 
a new constitutional region, new elections in 2006 also elected the first MENA representative and 
alternate to the HIC Board, serving the same period (through 2009). The HIC -MENA Member-
elected representative is Issa Samandar (Wall Committees, Palestine) and the alternate Amal 
Basha (Sisters Arab Forum for Human Rights, Yemen). 
 
MENA members and activities have been represented in general HIC events, including HIC and  
HIC-HLRN sponsored events at the World Social Forum VI (Bamako, Mali, January 2006), where 
seven HIC-HLRN members from the region participated, and the World Urban Forum III 
(Vancouver, June 2006), where seven HIC-HLRN members from the region participated. The 
roster below shows MENA members of HLRN (in shaded rows) among the other HIC delegation 
participants in WSF VI and WUF III. 
 
In cases where HLRN or other HIC members in MENA seek others with specialization in the 
various thematic areas represented by other HIC structures, the MENA Program has offered to 
link them. Such referrals are most common in the areas of environment and people’s initiatives to 
develop habitat (relating with HIC-HSEN and the HIC Social Production Working Group). 
However, with HIC Members’ formation of a Privatization Task Force in 2005, 2006 saw increased 
opportunities to link Members on the related issues in MENA (privatization of goods and services, 
and the privatization of state enterprises, which is leading to the loss of housing for workers). This 
networking activity on privatization in MENA has been aided by HLRN officers research on 
privatization cases entered into the HLRN Violation Database, linking MENA Members with others 
at the World Social Forum confronting privatization, efforts by HIC Members (Acorn, National 
Association of HUD Tenants, Witten Mieterverein), as well as the work done by Corporate Watch, 
Social Watch and ESCR Net. 
 
 
I.C Alliance-building: Maintaining Relationships with Other Networks and Partners 

The objectives of maintaining formal and informal relationships with alliances beyond HIC 
members are twofold, namely to: 

1. Promote application of the HLR framework through strategic civic alliances; 

2. Collaborate in activities, collective actions and solidarity with alliances toward 
common ends. 

The relationships with other networks and movements are strategic, and do not imply or require 
mutual membership. They are not based on service delivery, but on mutual benefit in pursuit of a 
common objective, usually involving advocacy or capacity building. Typically, however, resulting 
advantages redound to the benefit of the members of both parties. The Human Rights Council 
exemplifies the context for advocacy-based alliance building, while World Social Forum provides a 
illustrative context for strategy and expertise exchange. 
 
In 2006, these alliances served HLRN Members in various forms and diverse settings. This involved 
UN lobbying, implementing the Urgent Action system, conferring on efforts to monitor and meet the 
Millennium Development Goals (Goal 7). Alliances between HLRN-MENA members with other 
networks and nonmember organizations beyond the region featured joint activities with: 

§ Collaboration of HLRN and its Member Association Maroccaine de Droits de l’Homme with 
Organisation Maroccaine de Droits de l’Homme and Fédération Internationale de Droits de 
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l’Homme in testimony to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights during its 
review of Morocco;  

§ Issuance of a joint statement with on the 10th anniversary of World Trade Organization activity in 
the Arab World2; 

§ Coordination of contributions of 20 Members and others in the preparation and presentation of a 
collective parallel report on Israel to the UN Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination, in 
cooperation with FIDH and Amnesty International (which, due to the State party’s postponement, 
continued throughout the calendar year); 

§ Observatori DESC (Catalonia), general collaboration in Barcelona meetings on the March 2006  
Mediterranean regional consultation with the UN Special Rapporteur on women’s right to 
adequate housing; 

§ Consultations with the UN Habitat’s Global Land Tools Network on regional applicability of the 
GLTN’s program and findings to MENA;  

§ Participation in the on-line Habitat Jam over three days to develop the agenda of the World 
Urban Forum III;  

§ Collaboration of HLRN and Member Yemeni Democratic Forum with Lutheran World Federation, 
Alternative World, and the Association for International Dalit Solidarity in the review of Yemen 
before the Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination;  

§ Renewed discussions of collaboration with Food First Information and Action Network (FIAN) 
for more joint focus on land tenure issues in MENA; 

§ Coordination with International Service for Human Rights and others (through conference calls 
and meetings) to strategize and share information with Members about the developments of the 
new Human Rights Council, distributing ISHR daily Monitor reports and reporting on the 
feedback; 

§ Cooperation with the various parties (ICC Coalition, UNHCR, International Commission of 
Jurists, etc.) concerned with documentation and evidentiary standards on cases involving 
housing and land rights violations at the scale of war crimes and crimes against humanity, 
particularly on the case of Lebanon 2006. 

 

Housing and Land Rights Network Participants in WSF VI 
Participant name  HIC-member organization Country 
1. Amal Basha Sisters Arab Forum for Human Rights Yemen 
2. Gharib Soliman Egyptian Center for Housing Rights Egypt  
3. Joseph Schechla HIC-HLRN Egypt. 
4. Khaled Khawaldeh Sons of Wadi Dhana Association Jordan 
5. Nada Gamal HIC-HLRN Egypt  
6. Ashraf Tharwat Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social Services Egypt  
7. Rabie Wahba HIC-HLRN Egypt  

 

In addition to these rather more procedural networking activities, HLRN officers and Members 
participated in the following networking forums: 

  

                                                 
2 Trade, a Means toward Human Well -being (Not an End in Itself): Statement of Civil Society Organizations in the Arab States on 

the Occasion of the “Cairo WTO at 10 Conference” 
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HHIICC--HHLLRRNN  MM EENNAA  NNeettwwoorrkkiinngg  FFoorruummss  22000066  

DDaatteess  TTiittllee  ooff   MMeeeett iinngg  OOrrggaanniizz eerr  VVeennuuee  
19–25 
Jan World Social Forum VI3 ICC Bamako 

13–15 
Mar 

International Meeting for the Global 
Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) 

ANND, CIVICUS, Oxfam 
Int.  

Beirut 

11–13 
Apr 

Arab Regional Meeting: Ten Years 
Implementing the Habitat II Agenda 

“Ten Years after Istanbul: The Call for 
Equality” 

ESCWA Beirut 

17–25 
Jun World Urban Forum III* UN-Habitat  Vancouver 

7 –11 Jun Global Environment Day* 
Habi Center for 

Environmental rights Cairo 

2 Oct World Habitat Day seminar* HIC-HLRN Geneva 

2–7 Nov BADIL Legal Support Network Annual 
Meeting 

BADIL Resource Center 
for Palestinian Rsidency 

and Refugee Rights 
Athens 

9–11 Dec 
The Regional Meeting on the Free 

Trade Agreement ANND Cairo 

24–26 
Dec 

High-level Arab Meeting on 
Sustainable Arab Cities, Secure 

Tenure and Good Urban Governance 

UN Habitat, Ministry of 
Housing, ESCWA, League 

of Arab States, Arab 
Towns Organization 

Cairo 

* Networking activities in which HLRN MENA Program also played a training role. 

 

The main problems 

In the MENA region, member organizations need a great deal of preparation for networking 
activities, especially where foreign travel or crossregional agendas are concerned. It is common 
that local organizations do not always maintain the alliances and relationships forged before and 
during those forums. Therefore, the HLRN Coordinating Office takes on an inordinate task of 
explaining travel procedures, translating and interpreting programs and mediating to make sure 
the needed linkages are formed. That role is essential to the HLRN program; however, 
participants’ general lack of familiarity with maintaining institutions (e.g., accounting procedures), 
advance planning (travel procedures and logistics) and global issues lead to extra work for HLRN 
staff, delayed reimbursements and/or last-minute cancellations that prevent an alternate from of 
participation instead. 
 
In light of the broad HLRN objective of breaking the MENA region’s lingering isolation from social 
movements elsewhere, one could imagine the declining development vision and civil society role 
that probably would result were it not for such opportunities at exposure and strategy exchange. 
 
Some donors, or their finance departments, tend to perceive travel as an “activity.” From the 
programming perspective, it is actually a necessary input toward achieving a strategic objective. It 
remains a challenge to demonstrate the extent to which such investment delivers results, since 

                                                 
3 Details of HLRN-sponsored and MENA member participation events at WSF in Annex II. 
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the follow-up, knowledge creation and new of collaboration that result usually are not immediate or 
in a from that can be weighted and counted. 
 
The internal HIC evaluation in 2006, although selective and limited in its interviews with MENA 
Members, revealed that some Members in the region (Palestine and Egypt) still do not have a 
clear idea about persons, organizations or activities in the broader HIC, nor do all persons in those 
organizations realize that they are HIC Members. While this finding is new, it is not all together 
surprising, and leads HIC-HLRN to reconsider its communication strategy and the internal 
communications within Members organizations. If MENA Members’ awareness of HIC-HLRN 
structures and activities is lower than expected, it would not be for lack of information. (Members 
have reported that they are generally unable to manage all the information that comes to them.) 
HLRN is currently working with HIC Secretariat and HIC Board on the necessary efforts and 
adjustments to improve identity and affiliation of Members. 
 

Housing and Land Rights Network Participants in WUF III 
Participant name  HIC-member organization Country 
1. Maher Bushra Better Life Association for Community Development Egypt  

2. Mongia Hadfi Association Tunisienne des Femmes Democrates 
(ATFD)  Tunis 

3. Joseph Schechla HIC-HLRN Egypt  
4. Rabie Wahba HIC-HLRN Egypt  
5. Yasser Abdelqader HIC-HLRN Egypt  
6. 

Ziad  Al-Sana`a 
The Regional Council of the Unrecognized Villages 
(Negev).  Israel 

 

Adjustments made (and lessons for the future) 

HLRN has emphasized in its preparations and its selection criteria that member/participants in 
networking and coalition-building opportunities explain their advance plans and evaluate their 
participation in writing and demonstrate the transformation from spectator to participant. 
 
We realize that the investment in networking and coalition building must be a long-term one. It 
requires patience and guidance, as well as an accumulation effect such that repeated interaction 
knits the relationships necessary to sustained practical solidarity. For this, mobility is essential. 
After several activities over the years, HLRN is beginning to see the fruits of that investment in 
joint member initiatives and the socialization of housing and land rights arguments throughout the 
network and beyond. However, many of these practical linkages cannot be predicted. 
 
To the extent possible, HLRN officers and Members seek additional support in the course of 
networking activities. Sometimes, event organizers provide the means to reimburse travel 
expenses. Thus, HLRN officers and Members can reduce the Network’s travel bill, and still remain 
engaged in important forums. This has become increasingly important, as some funders have 
reduced their support for WSF and related travel for participants in recent years. 
 
HLRN officers face a dilemma in the selection of Member representatives in networking events. 
Because one of the selection criteria is need, HRLN often supports its smaller and fledgling 
Members to send participants in these forums. While change of personnel also can lead to a loss 
of accumulated experience, this has been a problem in only a few cases. However, lack of 
language skill, experience, full-time (employee) commitment to the Member organization and 
familiarity with global agendas pose obstacles to reaching optimum benefit for the participants and 
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the wider movement. At the same time, a lack of experience or exposure should not be a reason 
to deny the opportunity to gain that experience. Thus, HRLN tries to ensure a variety of skill and 
experience levels in its networking event delegations, while keeping an eye to the capacity-
building dimension of the experience. 
 
Networking with the international efforts and projects taking place in MENA also provide a good 
occasion for gathering the Members around a common agenda, particularly in working on poverty 
eradication. For instance, the role and ambitions of the Committee of the Legal Empowerment of 
the Poor has begun to address the official state-oriented attempts at decreasing poverty, and that 
framework has motivated HLRN-MENA to disseminate information about the initiative as an 
opportunity for engagement that is potentially compatible with Members’ existing efforts on 
poverty, as well as to correct the distortions typically generated by external institutions unfamiliar 
with the region. 
 
The role of supporters in enabling accomplishments 

Ford Foundation and ICCO have been the most consistent supporters of the MENA Program’s 
networking and coalition-building activities. ICCO has been particularly supporting of the WSF 
processes; whereas, Ford Foundation support has diminished.  
 
An initiative of the Ford Foundation to support the formation of the ESCR Net, linking civil 
organizations globally around common economic/social/cultural rights work, has enhanced the 
networking environment on many related issues. ESCR Net does not—and should not—supplant 
HIC as an existing, specialized global umbrella, nor does it negate the many years of ESC rights 
networking happening systematically in and around international forums, such as the UN 
Commission on Human Rights (now Human Rights Council). However, it does add value in that it 
provides order and guides those seeking expertise and partnerships. 
 
ICCO has institutionalized the consultation process with its partners in the development of mutual 
understanding of the issues affecting the partners and the larger program. This involves meetings 
of ICCO Officers and partners planning the decentralization process. That (nonmaterial) support is 
valuable and appreciated. 
 
HLRN’s MENA Members began a collective strategic planning process in Cairo, September 2005, 
which was a valuable exercise in the process of building a collective sense of belonging to a 
network. Support from the Ford Foundation made the regional strategic-planning exercise 
possible. Resources were not available to repeat/advance that exercise in 2006; however, another 
strategic planning exercise is planned for 2007. 
 
Augmenting the efforts of HLRN Officers, networking activity and information exchange on 
privatization and it effects on HRAH in MENA has been aided by efforts of HIC Members (Acorn, 
National Association of HUD Tenants, Witten Mieterverein), as well as the work done by 
Corporate Watch, Social Watch and ESCR Net and many smaller organizations across South 
Asia and Africa.  
 
 
Goal II: Knowledge creation, empowerment and capacity building to ensure HRAH/HLR 

A. Create and disseminate knowledge through people’s processes for a critical and 
effective application of the HRAH framework (“Tools & Techniques”) 
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B. Develop HRAH monitoring indicators through those social processes such that 
HLRN members (and others) can apply at all levels  

C. Build practical skills for HRAH and land right defense via training, development of 
training materials and methods 

The guiding principal behind this goal is to respond to the members’ assessed needs by 
developing and imparting the tools (including arguments, methods, survey criteria, housing rights 
indicators, analytical approaches, information, expertise exchange, etc.) effectively to claim the 
human right to adequate housing individually and in association with others.  
 
Processes and products  

II.A. Create and disseminate knowledge (“Tools & Techniques”) of people’s processes 
toward a critical and constructive application of the HRAH framework 

HLRN-MENA generates knowledge in a variety of ways: distributing 
factual information about events and developments in applying the 
human right to adequate housing and other economic, social and 
cultural rights; supporting new action-oriented research of both a 
theoretical/comparative nature and practical/case-based studies 
(including fact-finding mission reports); and regular provision of 
resources in a variety of forms, from the Coordination Office and the 
regional in-house resource library. These include UN documentation 
(in Arabic) and popular sources on the human right to adequate 
housing. The HLRN Coordination/MENA Program Office distributes 
indices and select documents electronically (in Arabic and English), 
and mounts them on the HLRN MENA Program website (www.hic-
mena.org) for HIC-HLRN Members and the public. 
 
The HLRN MENA website, an essential reference and tool for dissemination of knowledge, is 
designed as a unique source of information, tools, strategies, Urgent Actions and databases of 
member information, their strategies and experiences.  
 
On Housing and Land Rights Day (World Habitat Day) 2 October 2006, HLRN presented to 
Members and the general public the first fully functioning “Violation Database” (VDB), the newest 
feature on the HLRN its website. It is a participatory resource which HIC members and the general 
public are able to contribute information concerning housing violations.  
 

The Violation Database documents the world’s most-common housing and land rights violations 
including:  

(1) forced eviction,  
(2) demolition,  
(3) confiscation and  
(4) violations resulting from the privatization of public goods and services. 

 
The Violations Database enables more effective advocacy, research, and analysis of housing 
rights violations worldwide— it also promotes monitoring techniques that can be used by human 
rights defenders locally. 
 



 17 

In conjunction with HIC Secretariat’s production of a poster-sized map of the global housing crisis 
on that same world commemoration day, HLRN issued a report of the findings and trends arising 
from the VDB’s cases, as well as a Powerpoint presentation for Members to use in their own 
Housing and Land Rights Day commemoration events. That will form a regular and continuous 
practice of HIC for future Housing and Land Rights Days. 
 
At end 2007, HLRN reported the data available, treating MENA in its context with other regions. 
On the basis of available data, MENA appeared to be the region with the most people affected by 
eviction. In 2004–06 HLRN documented 114 cases affecting over 5 million people worldwide. 
 

Region Number of Cases People Affected 
Africa 29 1,717,138 
Asia 31 1,026,035 
Europe 18 101,008 
Latin America 14 57,160 
Middle East/North Africa 17 2,412,688 
North America 5 45,640 
Total: 114 5,359,669 

 
These figures are only an indicator of cases that the VDB has documented thus far. The number 
of violations worldwide is likely higher, given that there are many regions and countries on which 
we lack information. 
 
In order to disseminate knowledge derived from people’s processes, the MENA Program worked 
throughout 2004–05 with regional Members in the HIC general project on compiling an 
international experience and techniques in “social production of habitat,” a process by which 
people devise their own solutions to meet housing and environmental-development needs. Such 
activities form part of the effort to catalyze “local produc tion” (??T???�??? ??) of rights articulation, 
their applied meaning, the character of violations and potential solutions.  
 
Since 2005, HLRN has hosted new Arabic and English materials on the theory and practice of 
social production of habitat, taking website users through a logical inquiry into related concepts of 
“social capital,” “social movements,” “social production of habitat and the human right to housing,” 
and a database of “practical experiences.” HLRN has continued to collect experiences of such 
popular development initiatives in the MENA to add to the inventory of cases. 
 

HLRN’s Social Production of Habitat Arabic site:  
http://www.hic-mena.org/SocialProductiona.asp  

 
Tool and Techniques Series 

At the end of 2006, HLRN’s Housing and Land Rights “Toolkit” became two years old, and has 
been distributed widely throughout the period, including in training sessions and public forums 
across the MENA region. In Palestine, its “Loss Matrix” has served as a basis for the development 
of a methodology for quantifying costs and losses arising from the Separation Wall being 
constructed across the West Bank. This development became more urgent with the 2006 General 
Assembly resolution establishing the Registry of Damage, the methodology for which has been 
controversial. 
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Through 2006, HLRN has prepared an update to the “Toolkit” with newly emerging sources and 
developments, as well as completed the French-language version, which is to be completed in 
2007. The complete HLRN “Toolkit” is also available on the HLRN MENA Program website, at: 
http://toolkit.hlrn.org/. 
 
Thematic Publications 

As part of the effort to promote well-developed and locally articulated ESC rights in the region, 
the MENA Program also offers guides for applying the housing rights framework to certain 
situations or particular segments of society. These publications also draw on the expertise and 
practices of other regions as a basis for comparison and adaptation. The MENA Program 
continued to distribute its thematic publications at public forums throughout 2006. (A full list of 
HLRN and MENA Program publications is annexed to this report.) 
 
In 2006, the MENA Program brought the theme of housing and land rights applied to peoples 
under occupation/alien domination. This manifested in the Arabic version of the four-part 
Solidarity Network brochure series. The publication features the cases of Tibet, Palestine and 
Kurdistan in a comparative format, focusing on (1) History, Facts and Figures; (2) Land  
Confiscation; (3) Population Transfer and (4) Property Destruction and Other State Tools. As 
mentioned above, these brochures have proved to be a vehicle for debate and deeper 
understanding of the practices of states toward “surplus” peoples, as well as having creating 
opportunities to consider the Western Sahara issue, for the first time, within the common 
housing and land rights framework. 
 
 
 
Country Assessments 

HLRN contributes to critical assessments of housing and land rights conditions in MENA region 
countries where it has constituent Members and where such publications can support their 
struggles. (These are distinct from country assessments in the form of parallel reports to UN treaty 
bodies, which are specialized, unpublished documents that are nonetheless mounted on the 
MENA Program website.) 
 
Throughout 2006, the MENA Program supported research toward the preparation of a 
“benchbook” guide for defense of the human right to adequate housing in the Egyptian judicial 
system. The legal section was completed in 2006, and the final version, 
complete with an analysis of the social dimension, is scheduled for 
publication in early 2007. It is hoped that such a tool will serve as a 
model and impetus to replicate the service to other MENA countries in 
cooperation with HIC-HLRN Members there.  
 
The war on Lebanon in July-August 2006 made habitat a military target. 
In response to Lebanese civil society calls for support and solidarity, 
some HLRN Members (from Egypt) carried out a fact-finding visit during 
the hostilities. Other calls for reparations and prosecution of war crimes 
emerged from the region and beyond. HLRN Coordination Office 
responded from Cairo to review current claims, identify possible 
violations of housing and land rights during the conflict that could be considered as war crimes 
and crimes against humanity, giving particular focus to the need for proper monitoring and 
documentation to meet strict evidentiary standards. 
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The result of the HLRN desk study and a series of HLRN officer missions to Lebanon was the 
country assessment The Summer War on Habitat in Lebanon: Addressing Housing Rights 
Violations as War Crimes (November 2006). The assessment reviews the violations and the 
efforts to document them in light of international law norms. It includes the first compilation of 
norms pertaining to housing and land rights violations in armed conflict, and includes important 
sections on norms of “state responsibility” and reparations as a guide for field work. The principal 
target of the publication is those organizations pursuing remedy for the destruction of housing, 
land, public goods, infrastructure and environment in Lebanon. 
 
The MENA Program also has carried out less formal country assessments in the course of other 
activities. For example, in 2006, the parallel reporting on Morocco and Yemen have resulted in 
findings for follow-up in the form of country assessments, including preparations in 2006 for a 
2007 fact-finding mission to Yemen to focus on the living conditions of al-Akhdam (the 
“untouchables”). Resulting from HLRN training in Sudan, in February 2006, HLRN began to 
develop a country-specific program on Sudan, with the consultation of its Members, that will help 
them—and others—focus better on the land-rights issues that underlie the causes and solutions to 
the Darfur conflict.. 
 
 
II.B Develop HRAH monitoring indicators through those social processes such that 

HLRN members (and others) can apply at all levels 

One of the most important potential contributions of HLRN-MENA to its Members is the 
development of a housing rights-monitoring methodology commonly used across a given country. 
The MENA Program contributed further to the development and promotion of criteria for 
monitoring the human right to adequate housing through its officers 
and Members participating in the HIC/InWent Social Production of 
Habitat project, the HLRN “Toolkit,” the Urgent Action system, the new 
Violation Database, parallel reporting under UN treaties and through 
HLRN training events.  
 
In 2006, time permitting, HLRN has been developing concepts and 
indicators for implementing Millennium Development Goal 7: Ensure 
environmental sustainability, which includes the target 11 on the 
improvement of living conditions for slum dwellers. The purpose is to 
restore the human rights content of the Millennium Declaration, with its 
state obligations, back to the goals and their methods. By December 
2006, with participation in the OHCHR Expert Group Meeting on 
Indicators for Treaty Implementation, HLRN officers worked on 
integrating the HRAH indicators developed there with the guide for 
Members to be issued after pilot testing in 2007, the MDG midpoint 
year. 
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 II.C Build practical skills for HRAH/HLR defense via training, development of training 
materials and methods 

HLRN assists its Members and their partners to build capacity for monitoring and defending their 
human right to adequate housing. In MENA, the predominant service involves the development of 
materials for training, and delivering the curricula in training modules, as well as in published form 
for HIC-HLRN Members. 
 
Since 1999, HLRN has developed training modules in English and Arabic that HLRN regional 
programs and members translate and adapt locally. The subjects and materials have been 
developed in response to the expressed needs and strategic opportunities to build the  Network 
and Coalition, and to develop the economic, social and cultural rights culture. By end 2006, these 
modules included: 

§ Regional Human Rights Systems  
§ Women’s housing and land rights 
§ National Human Rights Institutions 
§ Network formation and maintenance 
§ Advocacy and advocacy opportunities 
§ The Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
§ National Plans of Action for Human Rights 
§ Strategic planning for refugee communities 
§ Introduction to the UN Human Rights System 
§ ESC rights monitoring for media professionals 
§ Housing rights of refugees, IDPs and migrants 
§ Strategic planning for housing rights defenders 
§ Budget analysis from a housing-rights perspective  
§ How to mount and manage Urgent Action appeals 
§ The Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
§ Convention on the Rights of the Child and adequate housing 
§ How to prepare and present a parallel report writing to the UN human rights treaty bodies (with 

focus on CESCR)  
§ Methodology for monitoring the human right to adequate housing (with submodules on the ESC 

rights to health and education) 
§ Applying human rights in poverty eradication (adapting and augmenting the OHCHR draft 

guidelines and Millennium Development Goals) 
 
During 2006, HLRN updated and further developed its 
curriculum modules, as events, developments and 
training opportunities have required. This involved also 
the development of three new modules, which is one 
more than planned (see italicized titles above ). 
 
The typical training strategy for MENA countries has 
related closely to the reporting performance of 
governments in presenting their reports to the UN treaty 
bodies. The subsequent review process provides the 

 

HLRN training workshop, Khartoum, Sudan, in cooperation 
with Members Entishar Charitable Society and GESCRS, 
and Human Rights Legal Aid Network , February 2006 
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context for collaborative parallel reporting by HIC-HLRN members and their partners and, thus, 
provides the opportunity to offer guidance in the process through training. Other training activities 
are carried out at the request of HIC-HLRN Members as a component of their campaigns or other 
capacity building needs. (See table of 2006 MENA training events.) 

 

HLRN-MENA Training Delivered in 2006 

# Date Host/ 
Locale General Subject Modules # 

parts. ?  ?  Hours 

1 05-Feb 
Sudan 

Members 
(Khartoum) 

ESC Rights Monitoring 
and Reporting 

HRAH monitoring 
methods 12 12 7 5 

2 06-Feb 
Sudan 

Members 
(Khartoum) 

ESC Rights Monitoring 
and Reporting 

CESCR parallel 
reporting 18 18 11 7 

3 10-Mar 

HIC-HLRN for 
Cush Mission 
for Rebuilding 

(Cairo) 

Strategic planning for 
refugee communities 

 25 25 21 4 

4 16-20 Mar 
Observatori 

DESC 
(Barcelona) 

Mediterranean 
Regional Consultation 
on Women’s Right to 
Adequate Housing, in 
cooperation with UN 

Special Rapporteur on 
Adequate Housing 

HRAH monitoring 
methods ; HLRN 

"Toolkit"; Problem-
solving strategies 

7* 0 7 7 

5 27–28 Mar 
Mazingira 
Institute 
(Nairobi) 

Workshop on 
Democratization, Civic 
Strengthening and the 
Human-development 

Arena 

Intro to HR / 
HRAH; HRAH 

monitoring 
methods ; HLRN 

"Toolkit" 
 

2** 0 2 16 

6 21-Jun 

HIC-HLRN 
networking 

event at WUF 
III 

Monitoring the Human 
Right to Adequate 
Housing (applied to 
Naqab/ Negev and 

Egypt) 

HLRN “Toolkit”;  
Applying HRAH to 

the case of 
Naqab/Negev; 

Applying HRAH to 
upgrading in rural 

Egypt 

24 16 8 3 

Total 2006 88 55 33 50 

* Seven participants from MENA countries out of total 19. ** Two MENA Members of the total 13 participants. 

 
Exchange of Expertise: 

Facilitating exchanges of expertise among HIC members is a standard of HLRN programming. 
Taking advantage of available opportunities, the MENA Program has enabled members and 
others to exchange expertise in the people’s process of defending and building their habitat 
through the Social Production of Habitat Project.  
 
Emerging in 2006 was the beginning on an exchange with a new Member in Tunisia on the 
subjects of (1) women’s housing and land rights and (2) social production of habitat. This process, 
involving a representative of Association Tunisienne des Femmes Democrates (ATFD) carrying 
out research and field visits to Social Production of Habitat experiences through arrangement of 
the MENA Program office, in Cairo. 
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The main problems  

The principal challenges to the goal of capacity building are the shortage of time and other 
resources amid increasing training demands from members. There is no shortage of opportunities 
to bring organizations together around the economic/social/cultural rights, in general, or housing 
rights, in particular. The demand for tools of argument and advocacy is rising wi th the new MENA 
regional interest in these categories of rights. Because of constraints, the MENA officers (esp. the 
coordinator) also split their time with the HLRN Global Program, which also maintains a similar 
capacity-building component. While formal training events in MENA were fewer than 2005, these 
also coincided with seven courses provided outside the region. In reporting conferences as 
Networking activities, some of those forums involved also a training dimension whereby HLRN 
presented methods and skills to participants. (Those occasions are marked with an asterisk in the 
Networking Events table under Goal I above.) 
 
Both a problem and an opportunity emerge in 
the lack of regional awareness and the ability to 
predict the hazards of privatization and 
decentralization as they affect the poor. MENA 
civil society actors have a keen interest to learn 
the experiences of those in other regions who 
have gone before them. Thus, tools such as the 
HLRN Violation Database are essential 
services to learning about comparable cases 
elsewhere. 
 
At the same time, HLRN relies on feedback 
from Members as to how these tools are being 
used. The 2006 HIC evaluation suggested that, 
at least for some Members in MENA region, 
HLRN tools need to be further simplified. Meanwhile, some Members (e.g., in Yemen, Palestine 
and Morocco) report their use of HLRN training materials and monitoring methodology in their 
local research, monitoring and public information efforts on housing and land rights. 
 
 
 
 
Adjustments made (and lessons for the future) 

HLRN products, including website materials, are being simplified through new changes, including 
useful inputs from an intern provided in cooperation with a global HIC -HLRN Member, Rooftops 
Canada. Findings of the 2006 evaluation are helping to pinpoint needed changes.  
 
In all training opportunities, the intention is to ensure that the participants have enough guidance 
and materials to replicate the sessions with their communities in the future. Therefore, it has been 
a conscious effort in inject some pedagogical advice into the curriculum as it is delivered. 
However, HLRN has not formally introduced a training-of-trainers component, particularly since 
time has been very short. This treatment is not sufficient, and HLRN needs to propose longer 
courses in future with a ToT component in MENA. 
 
While HLRN seeks to strengthen its constituent parts, at no time does the Coordination Office 
seek to supplant the work of members in their own country. Nonetheless, it becomes necessary 
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§§????d???�??????�????????�???p ??????d???�??????�????????�???p ??
§§��???????�?????????�?????????�O???????�????????��???????�?????????�?????????�O???????�????????
§§�????�G?????�????�G?????� ????T??�?????� ????T??�?????
§§????d??�??S?µ ??????d??�??S?µ ??
§§�����������???d??�?????�??µ ???�???????��???d??�?????�??µ ???�???????�
§§�??????�??????
§§??????????�??S??????????????�??S????

�?????�????????�???????T??�?????�????????�???????T??44��??????�??????�????���??????�??????�????�
????????????�????????T????�??O????µ T???�??????????�????????????�????????T????�??O????µ T???�??????????�
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occasionally for HLRN-MENA to initiate research when such is needed as a catalyst for critical 
problem solving, or when local initiatives are lacking. (One 2006 example is HLRN’s work on an 
Egypt-specific guide for legal defense of HRAH.) In all cases, HLRN consults with members and 
concerned others in order to verify the relevance and validity of its efforts, as well as to stimulate 
cooperation in the creation of relevant knowledge toward redressing violations. However, many 
MENA Members do not have the capacity to carry out such studies on their own and expect the 
HLRN Coordination Office to conduct the bulk of that local work in their country. It is important to 
convey to Members that HLRN MENA’s service is capacity building, not capacity replacement. 
 
The role of supporters in enabling accomplishments 

Some of the support for the training has come from the beneficiaries themselves. In the case of 
the HLRN training in Sudan, local Members provided much logistical support and managed local 
coordination with a broad range of participants.  
 
As word of mouth is the best advertisement, various parties have referred members and 
nonmembers to HLRN’s MENA program for advice and models of training materials (and parallel 
reports). These parties have included the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
ESCR Net and Mazingira Institute (in providing training and identifying MENA participants in the 
Institute’s regional training). Naturally, the principal funding partners, Ford Foundation and ICCO, 
have made the capacity-building component possible through their support since the regional 
program’s inception. Support from MISEREOR to the HLRN Global Program also has helped 
develop materials that HLRN then can issue for its MENA Program.  
 
In its work to develop the Violation Database, the HLRN MENA Program appreciates the Internal 
Displacement Monitoring Center for its cooperation in providing data on IDPs in Sudan and Iraq, 
as well as its collaboration with HIC -HLRN Member Badil Resource Center on Palestinian 
Residency and Refugee Rights and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in presenting the 
facts of displacement caused by the Israeli Wall across the West Bank. COHRE, FIAN-Brasil, 
Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International all have provided cases that augment the work of 
HLRN’s Urgent Action cases held in the VDB.  
 
 
 
 
Goal III: Advocacy  

Processes and products, 

HLRN and the MENA Program develop the housing rights framework’s arguments, monitoring 
tools, methodologies and legal authority as a consistent standard for advocacy in forums where 
HIC Members engage with governments and State power to influence decisions. The training, 
information, strategy exchanges and monitoring tools are all intended to assist the members to 
ensure more-effective self-representation. Thus, the outcomes of Goals I and II have contributed 
to advocacy and political transformation at various levels , each level having specific objectives, 
desired outcomes and tasks. In 2006, the principal focus of HLRN advocacy has been with local 
actors linking their country-specific advocacy to international instruments and criteria shared 
across the region. 
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Political mechanisms: 

In addition to the regular monitoring of HRAH in Palestine/Israel by HLRN and its Members, the 
events of the Lebanon war displaced much MENA Program resources, time and effort. Addressing 
the principal political body in the UN human rights system, HLRN formally presented information in 
the special session of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the Lebanon war,4 as well as the 
September 2006 regular session on the subject of housing and land rights violations in the context 
of that war. HLRN’s MENA Program also produced the report to ECOSOC on “Economic and 
social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in 
the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied 
Syrian Golan” (A/61/67–E/2006/13) for the fourth consecutive year. 
 
 

MMEENNAA  AAddvvooccaaccyy  iinn  PPoolliittiiccaall  FFoorruummss  22000066  

DDaatteess  TT iittllee   ooff  FFoorruumm  SSeessssiioonn  VVeennuuee  

11 August UN Human Rights Council  Emergency 
session 

Geneva 

4 October UN Human Rights Council 2nd session Geneva 

 
Legal mechanisms 

The MENA Program worked with regional members (and others) to develop consolidated parallel 
reports in the review of three States. These include two States reviewed by the UN Committee on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: Yemen’s review in August 2006, and Israel’s review 
(scheduled for February 2006, but postponed twice till February 2007), and Morocco’s review 
before the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (May 2006). 
 
Israel’s two-time postponement of its review before the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD) multiplied work for all parties, not least the CERD Secretariat and the 
parallel-reporting NGOs. The last-minute second postponement, during the war on Lebanon, left a 
void in the schedule that was filled with deliberations over possible breaches of the ICERD 
Convention by the State party’s conduct of the war, as well as an NGO briefing by HLRN and the 
Negev Coexistence Forum on the parallel report and principal issues of institutionalized 
discrimination. The latter part of the year involved the MENA Program—greatly assisted by the 
HLRN Global program officer—coordinating additional and updated information for CERD’s 
rescheduled February 2007 review of the State party.  
 
In the case of Morocco, HIC -HLRN Member Association Maroccaine de Droits de l’Homme 
prepared and presented its first parallel report to the Committee on Economic and Social Rights 
(CESCR) for the May 2006 session, based on the HLRN training in Rabat in November 2005. 
HLRN supported the participation of one AMDH representative to travel to Geneva for the session. 
 
In consultation with HIC-HLRN Members in Yemen, the MENA Program worked with two non-
Member organizations in the briefing of CERD members on its review of Yemen. HIC Member 
Yemeni Democratic Forum presented timely additional information during the Committee session, 

                                                 
4 “Written statement submitted by the Habitat International Coalition (HIC), a non-governmental organization in special consultative 

status,” A/HRC/S-2/NGO/11, 11 August 2006 
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which HLRN officers translated for CERD. The Committee’s Concluding Observations reflected 
the dire living conditions of the Akhdam community, and the Yemeni government delegation 
extended an invitation to HLRN and other participating NGOs to visit the country to offer any 
advice and assistance. (HLRN is planning a fact-finding mission in Yemen in cooperation with 
local Members in 2007.) 
 

MMEENNAA  AAddvvooccaaccyy  iinn  LLeeggaall  FFoorruummss  22000066  

DDaatteess  TT iittllee   ooff  FFoorruumm  SSeessssiioonn  VVeennuuee   

May  Parallel reporting on Morocco before CESCR  19th Geneva 
August NGO Briefing of CERD on review of Israel 39th Geneva 

August Parallel reporting on Yemen before CERD 19th Geneva 

 

Factual Mechanisms: The Special Rapporteur 

HLRN and its MENA Program consider advocacy through the factual UN mechanism of the 
Human Rights Council Special Rapporteurs to be an important partnership for civil society 
monitoring and problems solving. HLRN has enjoyed a close working relationship with the UN 
Special Rapporteur on adequate housing throughout 2006, not least in the form of HLRN training 
for the Mediterranean Regional Consultation on Women’s Right to Adequate Housing, in 
cooperation with UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, in Barcelona, March 2006. On 
another occasion related to MENA, HLRN coincided with the mission of four Special Rapporteurs 
to Lebanon in September 2006, assisting in promoting and arranging meetings with civil society 
partners there for the SR. 
 
“Glocal” mechanisms: Urgent Actions 

The Urgent Action system is an activity of the HLRN Global Program, dedicated to catalyzing 
practical solidarity among HIC Members and allies in defense of housing and land rights. In most 
cases, these are in response to a potential or actual violation, such as a forced eviction. When 
these violations form a pattern of long standing or require addressing policy, the response takes 
the form of an “open letter” to the duty holders, urging implementation of human rights obligations 
to respect, protect and fulfill the human right to adequate housing. 
 
The MENA region has four unremedied Urgent Action cases open through 2006. In all cases of 
urgent actions and open letters, the HLRN officers consult with members and other involved 
parties to ensure strategic value, relevance and accuracy. All urgent actions and open letters are  
found on the HLRN website: http://www.hlrn.org/cases.php. 
 
The Arabic-language Urgent Action guide remains a tool for training and explaining how to monitor 
a right and report a violation. As a networking and practical solidarity tool, the publication 
embodies the synthesis of the three-part MENA program. 
 

Open Urgent Action Cases 
Title Date Development 

ISR–FEDM 311006: Israel intends to destroy an entire 
indigenous Bedouin village in the Naqab 31 October 2006 No development 

Open Letter to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan concerning 
implementation of A/ES-10/L.18/Rev.1 on the Register of 20 July 2006 Latest Development ( 2 ) 
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damages from Israel's Wall 

Case ISR–FE 170606: Israel applies collective punishment and 
excessive force, threatening the lives of Gaza’s population 17 July 2006 No development  

Open Letter to James W. Owens, CEO, Caterpillar Inc. 13 June 2006 Latest Development ( 1 ) 
UA: Egypt, 18 families out of 28 evicted from their homes 
threatened to be evicted from rescue tents 

15 Septembe r 2004 No development 

Open Letter to Caterpillar Bulldozers Company  15 July 2004 Latest Development ( 1 ) 
Open Letter to Kuwait Development Fund concerning Its 
Financing Lyari Project in Pakistan 21 June 2004 Latest Development ( 1 ) 

OL to Sudanese President on Darfur 21 May 2004 Latest Development ( 1 ) 

UA: Palestine, mass house demolition in Rafah, 2,197 people 
already homeless 19 May 2004 Latest Development ( 3 ) 

Joint UA with PENGON: Palestine, the Apartheid Wall 05 August 2003 Latest Development ( 2 ) 

 
The main problems 

With the tremendous social capital currently and potentially at the Network’s disposal, a shortage 
of resources and, consequently, an internal scarcity consciousness has constrained HLRN from 
doing more advocacy. The lost advocacy opportunities and rising demands on the Network 
suggest that HLRN and the MENA Program are at a crossroads. To seize the fleeting 
opportunities will require further strategizing with donors, as well as more labor division and 
engaging additional staff, including a full-time advocacy coordinator in Geneva. 
 
In one case in 2006, a member in MENA relied on the assistance of another organization based in 
Geneva to support their 1503 procedure case. However, that organization was not a network 
serving its members, the Geneva-based organization was unable (or unmotivated) to carry out the 
necessary follow-up. Had HIC-HRLN been regularly represented at Geneva, Members, like that 
one, would be better served.  
 
Generally, HLRN’s MENA Program could have accomplished more and earlier by engaging 
MENA regional civil society in the deliberations in the UN political, legal and implementation 
bodies. With so much at stake, the region’s civil society—including HLRN members—still remain 
isolated from much of the policy debates and strategizing for use of human rights tools and 
international mechanisms in the revised system. 
 
The Urgent Action system has been a great teacher, a reflection of the Network’s strengths and 
weaknesses. HRLN has based this service on a historical commitment, its self-description and a 
belief in the moral weight of popular indignation. However, it is underutilized. More organizational-
level networking and capacity building may be needed with members for them to see the 
advantage in regularly engaging in such practical solidarity actions. The Urgent Action system 
experiences alternating currents of faith and disappointment. Nonetheless, it stands as a solid 
record of the violations. Those that are resolved—such as a recent anticorruption Nigerian case,5 
or the clear improvement of methodology for the Register of Damages from the Israeli Wall (see 
Open Letter developments above—are encouraging, as long as they augur remedies and the 
improvement of living conditions. Other cases, especially in the MENA region, need further follow-
up to make them effective. 
 

                                                 
5 “Second Nigerian minister sacked” BBC News (4 April 2005), at:  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/4410109.stm.  
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A close contact in the relevant UN mechanisms has been the UN Special Rapporteur on adequate 
housing Miloon Kothari. That role may end in June 2007, with no clear indication of who will 
replace him. The UN Human Rights System reforms have not borne much fruit; in fact, the 
deliberation at the political level has raised more doubts about the credibility of the States to deal 
with the rights and violations substantively and with integrity, and the trend may be foreclosing 
already existing opportunities for recourse through reduced NGO access and restriction of the 
country-specific focus of special mechanisms. Therefore, the role of movements like HLRN in 
MENA is more crucial than ever before, but needs increased capacity and/or resources to carry 
out the specialized work of bringing MENA civil society to bear in this formative period. 
 
Adjustments made (and lessons for the future) 

The elements of an integrated advocacy strategy are now emerging, most clearly for the MENA 
region. The MENA staff has begun to devise specific advocacy strategies for countries in the 
region that combine all three aspects of HLRN goals/services. These now exist—at varying stages 
of development and implementation—for Egypt, Morocco, Yemen, Sudan and Syria. New 
members in Bahrain and Sudan have encouraged that process. Member initiatives at the end of 
2005 also have led to new cross-border programming concepts arising from common member 
needs (the HIC Conflict Occupation and War Task Force, regional “participatory environmental 
assessments,” and UN-OHCHR regional programming), which are the subject of organizational 
development proposals for 2006–07. Thus, the MENA Program has initiated contacts with other 
funders in order to increase and diversify its resource base. In 2006, ESCWA has proposed 
signing a Memorandum of Understanding with HIC-HLRN which should formalize the prospects of 
pooling resources in the near future, particularly—but not only—in the light of the Arab region’s 
“Secure Tenure” and “Good Urban Governance” campaigns launched in March 2006. 
 
The role of supporters in enabling accomplishments 

Traditional donors of HIC-MENA advocacy, such as Ford Foundation and ICCO, have remained 
supportive, but a program is crystallizing and growing in such a way that calls for more resources 
and partners. HLRN looks forward to increased support, in order to break the vicious cycle of a 
heavy workload that stifles needed initiatives, including fundraising initiatives. In this aspect, 
HLRN is proposing to Ford Foundation to support HLRN institutional development in MENA that 
includes resources for temporary labor to assist in fundraising. 
 
In the conduct of advocacy, HLRN’s MENA program has benefited from the good cooperation of 
the treaty body secretariats in OHCHR (Geneva), encouragement from and consultation with the 
UN’s Economic and Social Council for Western Asia (ESCWA), and the apparently increased 
willingness of other link-minded organizations (e.g., COHRE) to engage in some MENA regional 
issues. Other networks in the region, such as the Arab NGO Network for Development and Ittijah: 
The Network of Arab Community-based Organizations in Israel, have been cooperative and 
mutually supporting of HIC-HLRN advocacy. The collective advocacy of HIC has featured 
substantive coordination from the HIC General Secretariat, but also the active engagement of 
some HIC Board members and members in North America and Europe. This has become evident 
especially in the HIC Europe engagement in the European Social Forum. 
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Administration, Organizational Development and Management 

§ Effective and efficient communication and information 
management 

§ Improved capacity in finance and resource mobilization and 
management 

§ Formalized personnel policy and management system, 
adaptable to HLRN regional operations. 

 
The MENA Program office, in Cairo, continued its role and function through 2006, doubling as the 
general HLRN Coordination Office. That fact has enhanced the general extraregional coordinating 
channels, as well as serving as a center for program management in general. The HLRN MENA 
Program’s administration, organizational development and management (General and 
Administration, or G&A), like the substantive programmatic activities, provide the backbone of the 
operation.  
 
HLRN’s MENA Program operates in Egypt as a regional branch of the international nonprofit and 
charitable association registered as Housing and Land Rights Network at Geneva (2001).  A 
portion of all MENA Program aspects, including each of the three main programmatic Goals, is 
aided by the other HLRN regional programs and the HLRN presence in Geneva. Located to 
facilitate HIC-HLRN representation before the UN’s human rights system, among the other 
Geneva-based international organizations, in 2006, the Geneva office served also as a means of 
accommodating Members and officers on their representations to the UN Human Rights System. 
The Geneva office, as a UN liaison facility, is the site of HLRN’s legal registration as an 
international charitable association, based in the Canton de Genève. That facility is presently 
unstaffed; however, increased volume of HLRN activity there and the need for further division of 
labor will make it necessary for HLRN to engage a full-time staff person at Geneva to provide 
logistical, communication and administrative support, and this will help HIC-HLRN, including its 
MENA Program, to create links between NGOs in the region and UN bodies.  
 
 
Resource Management 

The HLRN financial year runs from January to December. The MENA Program finalizes its annual 
budgets by the preceding September each year. 
 
The financial and accounting systems of the regional Programs, including MENA, have been 
integrated; however, the logistics of joint reporting are complicated by the geographical reach of 
the Geneva, Cairo and Delhi offices. HLRN and HLRN-MENA need more capacity for timely 
financial tracking and reporting, as well as better organization-wide accounting of assets and 
liabilities, including an inventory and depreciation data. In 2006, that process advanced slowly, but 
will the first half of 2007. 
 
The MENA Program makes use of a general fund, now made possible by revenues received 
through the coordinator’s training honoraria, publication sales and consultancy fees received in 
the course of operation. The general fund will be used in future to support MENA Program rapid-
response or programmed activities that are otherwise unfunded. These revenues and 
expenditures are accounted for in the regular MENA Program financial reports, as well as any 
interest income. 
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Human Resources and Staffing 

The Cairo office of the MENA Program engages the HLRN General Coordinator Joseph Schechla 
at a half-time effort, while he also serves half time as the MENA Program coordinator. The full-
time MENA Program Officer Rabie Wahba maintains communications and relations with the 
MENA Members and is active in all aspects of the program. Supporting the program are Nada 
Gamal el-Din as administrator and Yasser Abd al-Qader as IT specialist, both serving global and 
regional aspects of HLRN. In the Lebanon fact-finding and reporting activities, as well as in the 
Israel parallel reporting coordination, the HLRN Global program officer Angie Balata was 
particularly important. In the final quarter of 2006, the HLRN team was joined in the Coordination 
Office by April Griffin, intern participant in the Government of Canada’s Youth Employment Strategy 
(YES), funded by Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and implemented through HIC-
HLRN Member Rooftops Canada/Abri International. Her support to the Violation Database and general 
operations also benefited the MENA Program. 
 
In all aspects of the work, HLRN Coordination Office has been promoting more connections, 
better communications and enhanced cooperation within and among HLRN offices and members, 
and especially the HIC General Secretariat.  
 
The main problems 

The sheer weight of multiple tasks and frequent travel missions for the coordinator remains a 
principal impediment. A greater division of labor is needed, including a dedicated level of effort at 
financial management and fundraising to support the coordinator and permit him to focus more on 
program management.  
 
Adjustments made (and lessons for the future) 

The year 2006 was the first full year of the increased accounting and audit services of Hasan 
Haikal and Associates (Cairo). This has aided the financial tracking, but the service remains part-
time. 
 
The role of supporters in enabling accomplishments 

The MENA Program’s supporters apparently understand and appreciate the burden of 
administration pressures. That, in itself, is supportive. However, the time has come, at these 
programmatic crossroads, to assess the administrative capacity of the HLRN operation, including 
the MENA Program, and make necessary adjustments. The 2006 HIC evaluation did not consider 
deeply these aspects of HLRN. 
 
 
Conclusion: 

The MENA Program has made it possible to evolve beyond the modest initial advocacy program 
when HIC first began to engage with partners in historic Palestine in 1991. From Cairo, the HLRN 
Program delivers services to HLRN Members in general. The MENA Program, as part of HLRN, 
provides the hub for exchanges of methodologies, tools, techniques and expertise for defending 
the human right to adequate housing across the MENA region, and between MENA and other 
regions in the global South.  
 
The year 2006 saw greater numbers and maturity of HLRN’s MENA membership. The Cairo 
membership management effectively ended in 2006, with management to rest with the HIC 
Secretariat (Santiago) in future.  
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With experience and networking the MENA Program is increasingly producing relevant tools and 
unique information for HLRN Members in the Middle East/North Africa region. However, the 
Program also is experiencing growing pains like the other regions of HLRN. Accomplishments in 
networking, membership recruitment and management, monitoring, action research, training, 
publishing and advocacy have made HLRN and its Members more visible. It also has the 
Coordination Office operating at full capacity. 
 
Still, the MENA Program, since 2000, has acquired good reputation as an active representative of 
HLRN now seeking precise techniques and creating suitable tools that can help the members to 
be closer to their constituency on the basis of the legal authority of human rights. Thus, it remains 
a challenge to foster productive relationships among Members and between Members and their 
constituents toward respecting, protecting and fulfilling human rights, particularly ESC rights and, 
more specifically, HRAH. Techniques for collective mobilization still need to be developed and 
sustained among the Members themselves and their constituencies, and, ultimately, with the 
similar networks that work on the same rights. The HLRN-MENA Program did achieve noticeable 

gains in this respect through the project of SPH,6 which now 
enhances the new features of seizing the social capital 
experiments through collective interests and the work 
agenda, such as the human right to land, the human right to 
water, particularly with the increasing needs and 
complicated problems related to these public and 
environmental goods and also the intimidation of depriving 
the poor of these resources, including through privatization. 
This can be articulated in the next three years under the title 
of how HLRN can be felt more available to the Members’ 
constituency in the region, in order to activate the assets in 
a more-collective movement toward fulfillment of the rights. 
The task still faces the challenge to achieve collective action 
with and within HIC, despite regional Members’ varying 
levels of capacity, motivation and the dominance of the local 
daily agenda in a volatile environment.  

 
Slowly but surely, the development of HLRN’s role in MENA is imposing more burden on the 
coordination office that can be reflected in constiting a core group of the active Members in the 
region, as well as proposing a constituency-oriented agenda rather than separate goals, and 
occasional joint activities of Members. 

                                                 
6 See, "Anatomies of a Social Movement, Social Production of Habitat in MENA" (Cairo: HLRN, 2004).  
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Annex I 

Habitat International Coalition, Housing and Land Rights Network activities in WSF VI 
 

Au Forum Sociale Mondial VI, Bamako, 2006 
 

Date Heur Thème Organisateur Place Langues 

20 08:30 Monitoring the human right to adequate 
housing and land 

Housing and Land Rights 
Network (HLRN) HIC / 

Egypte 

I7 
 

Anglais, 
français 

20 11:30 Caste and Descent Based Discrimination: 
Building a Global Platform 

National Campaign on Dalit 
Human Rights 

I5 Anglais 

21 08:30 
Advocating Human Right: techniques 

And opportunities 

Housing & Land Rights 
Network (HLRN)-HIC/ 

Egypte 
I9 

Anglais, 
français 

21 14:30 

Housing and Land Rights under 
conditions of conflict, occupation and war 

/ The Israeli on going colonial attack 
against land, water and housing in 

Palestine 

Land Research Center / 
Palestine C3 

Anglais, 
arabe 

21 17:30 

La production sociale de l'habitat , ou 
l'engagement collectif des secteurs les 

plus démunis en vue du droit à la terre au 
logement et à l'assainissement 

spécialement dans le cadre urbain et du 
développement durable ( le cas Mali ? du 

Sénégal et du Bénin) 

Habitat International 
Coalition I4 

Anglais, 
français 

21 17:30 
La production sociale de l’Habitat : la 

réhabilitation des quartiers spontanés de 
Bamako : le cas de Samé 

HIC / Alphalog I5 
Français, 
anglais 

21 17:30 

Table ronde : les évictions et atteintes au 
droits au logement en Afrique 

Subsaharienne : approches juridique et 
socio-politique 

ENDA Tiers Monde / HIC / 
BABELS/Sénégal I7 

Français, 
anglais, 
Bambara 

22 08:30 

Le droit à la ville, ou un modèle durable 
de société urbaine en fonction des 

principes de solidarité, liberté, égalité 
dignité et justice sociale 

Habitat international 
Coalition / Chili I3 

Anglais, 
français 

22 08:30 
Clinique de consultation foncière, ou a 

l'accès des femmes à la propriété foncière 
et au logement 

Habitat international 
Coalition / Chili J2 Français 

22 11:30 

Women in Black : Women against war ; 
wars against women 

Femmes contre la guerre ; guerres contre 
les femmes 

El Taller / Tunisie J6 

Anglais, 
Français, 

Wolof, 
Bambara 

22 14:30 
Problématique de l'Habitat en Milieu 

Urbain 

Coalition Internationale pour 
l'Habitat / Union des 

Coopératives d'Habitats du 
Mali/Mali 

I7 Français 

Espace A : Stade Modibo Keita ; Espace B : Musée National ; Espace C : Ecole Nationale D’administration (ENA) ; Espace D : 
Mémorial Modibo Kéïta ; Espace E :  Bibliothèque Nationale ; Espace F : Centre International de Conference de Bamako ; 
Espace G : Maison des Jeunes  ; Espace H : Pyramide du Souvenir ; Espace I : CRES/Cité Universitaire Badalabougou ; 
Espace J :  Palais de la Culture ; Espace K : Champ Hippique 
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Annex III 

Habitat International Coalition, Housing and Land Rights Network activities in WUF III 

No. 
Nature of 

Event Title HIC Participants / Contact Person Date Venue 

1 Internal  Board Meeting 
HIC BMs & Focal Points: Ana 
Sugranyes 

Sunday, 18 June 
9:00–18:00 YWCA Hotel 

2 Exhibition 
Speaker corner: open space for civil society 
organizations at Exhibition Center 

HIC: Fernando Jiménez, Andrea 
Carrión Monday to Friday Booth 1224 

3 Ceremony WUF opening ceremony Enrique Ortiz 
Monday, 19 June  

10:00–11:00 
VCEC - EH A & 

BR A, B, C 

4 Rally 
Street Parade  
Enforce the Right to Housing Now! 

HIC and various partners 
Michael Kane 

Monday, 19 June  
11:00–14:00 

Vancouver 
Convention 

Center Plaza 

5 
Network 
Event 

HIC/HSEN-SIDA Network Observatories: Tools 
and Facilities for More Effective Actions 
through Better Decision Making 

HIC-HSEN, Malick Gaye, Khady 
Diagne 

Monday, 19 June  
14:00–16:00 MR13 

6 
Network 
Event 

Finance for Sustainable and Affordable Human 
Settlements Development Alejandro Florián, Josse van der Rest 

Monday, 19 June  
14:00 – 16:00 MR17 

7 
Round 
Table 

Assets and Struggles: 30 years beyond Habitat I. 
Realizing the Right to Adequate Housing, 
Sustainable Habitat and Inclusive Cities  

HIC: Ana Sugranyes, Michael 
Schapcott, Evaniza Rodrigues 

Monday, 19 June  
14:30–17:30 

Pan Pacific - 
Crystal Pav B 

8 Dialogue 
Achieving the MDGs: Slum Upgrading and 
Affordable Housing 

Theme: Social Inclusion and Cohesion 
Enrique Ortiz, Arif Hassan, Miloon 
Kothari 

Tuesday, 20 June 
10:00 – 12:00 

VCEC - Ballroom 
C 

9 
Network 
Event 

Community-driven Tsunami Rehabilitation 
Process 

ACHR, Somsook Boonyabanch 
UP-LINK Wardah Hafidz 

Tuesday, 20 June  
13:30–15:30 MR 09 

10 
Network 
Event 

From Vancouver 1976 to Vancouver 2006: 
Summary on Concepts and Actions 

ENDA Tiers-Monde 
Malick Gaye 

Tuesday, 20 June  
13:30–15:30 

Oceanview 3/4 

11 
Network 
Event 

People Processes for Inclusive Cities - Social 
Production and Management of Habitat HIC-A L: Lorena Zárate 

Tuesday, 20 June  
16:30–18:30 MR02 

12 
Network 
Event Global Land Tool Network 

HLRN: Joseph Schechla, Ana 
Sugranyes 

Tuesday, 20 June 
16h30–18:30 Room MR14 

13 Internal  HIC General Assembly HIC: Ana Sugranyes 
Tuesday, 20 June  

18:00–22:00 
MR02 

14 Roundtable Gendering Land Tools 
HLRN: Shivani Bhardwaj, Amal Basha, 
Angie Balata 

Wednesday, 21 June  
14:30–17:30 

VCEC - Ballroom 
C 

15 Network 
Event 

Monitoring the Human Right to Adequate 
Housing (MENA & post-tsunami Asia cases) HLRN: Joseph Schechla Wednesday, 21 June  

16:30–18:30 Oceanview 7/8 

16 
Network 
Event 

Access to Urban Land by the Poor: What do we 
need to know about policies, land management 
instruments and strategies to make it work? 

IHS, LILP, CORDAID 
Claudio Acioly 

Thursday, 22 June  
13:30–15:30 

MR 13 

17 
Network 
Event 

Developing and Strengthening Worldwide 
Networks for Housing the Poor 

Participation of Ana Sugranyes or 
Enrique Ortiz 

Thursday, 22 June  
13:30–15:30 

MR18 
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18 Network 
Event 

Knowledge Networks for Women’s Health and 
Safety  

Olga Segovia, Marisol Dalmazzo, 
Maite Martínez 

Thursday, 22 June  
13:30–15:30 Oceanview 1 

19 
Network 
Event 

Overcoming Barriers: Housing and HIV/AIDS in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and Aboriginal 
Communities 

Housing People of Zimbabwe 
(Harare), and Rooftops Canada 
(Toronto), Barry Pinsky 

Thursday, 22 June  
16:30–18:30 MR03 

20 Internal  
Working Group on Privatization and 
Globalization of Habitat and Utilities Michael Kane, Knut Unger 

Thursday, 22 June 
14h00–16:00 YWCA Hotel 

21 Internal  Latin America Regional Meeting Lorena Zárate 
Thursday, 22 June 

14:00–16:00 
YWCA Hotel 

22 Internal  Board Meeting BMs & Focal Points: Ana Sugranyes 
Friday, 23 June  

09:00–16:00 YWCA Hotel 

23 Internal  Meeting of HIC Executive Committee HIC Executive Committee 
Saturday, 24 June  

09:00–12:00 YWCA Hotel 
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Annex III 

H L R N -  M E N A  P u b l i c a t i o n s 
 
 

Fact-finding Reports 
 
“Impact of War and Forced Evictions on Urbanization in Turkey: Violations of Housing 
Rights” 
Fact-finding Report No. 1 (Istanbul: Habitat International Coalition—HIC, 1996); 
 

Thematic Publications 
Children and Right to Adequate Housing: A Guide to International Legal Resources (New 
Delhi: HIC-HLRN, South Asia Regional Programme—SARP and Centre for Child Rights—HAQ, 
2002); 

�???å�Éz�û ö?å?�¾úéu?å� � É??t?å�rº É???úb?å�ttúU??å�¾É?t�???????���????�? ???�? ???S�?????±����??�??? ???�? ???�
�????????

Anatomies of a Social Movement: Social Production of Habitat in the Middle East/North 
Africa (Cairo: HLRN, 2005); 

���?????�???S�????�??????�?????�?????�???�??�??????�????T??�??T??�G??????���????�? ???�????S�????±�?????�????�
�???????�??????

u t?å?�?ol ??å�??U?å�Éz�R?t??å�û ö : �º ÉbÉt zo�¾ú?º U?�uº U??å�û tUº ?å ]������????�??????�???�?????????�G????????�??????[
G????????�? ???�???S�????�??d±�???????�?????�?????�???�?

A Women’s Right to Adequate Housing and Land: Middle East/North Africa [Proceedings of 
the Alexandria Consultation)] (Cairo: HIC-HLRN, 2005). 
 

Country Assessments 
Standing up against the Empire: A Palestine Guide: From Understanding to Action,[report of 
a seminar organized at the World Social Forum III, Porto Alegre, Brazil] (Cairo: HIC-HLRN, Middle 
East/North Africa (MENA) Regional Program, 2003); 

�????s?????�??µ T??�?t d??�??�???pT??�???O???T??�???�?????�??@???�?T????�???? � ??�??????�??�??
�??????�???????�?????�???????�???????�????T???> G??????�?????�? ???�???S�????±�????�?????�???�

???????�? 
Restoring Values: Institutional Challenges to Providing Restitution and Compensation for 
Iraqi Housing and Land Rights Victims [analysis of the Iraq Property Compensation 
Commission] (Cairo: HLRN Middle East/North Africa. 2005); 

?Éb?å�RtúYrUå�??Uå?�u t?å�û ?bö�?ú?r?å�úÉúöU � u É?Yr�rÉ??w�?Så?r�Ér?å�rÉUUO??å�RúÉtör?å
� åtY?å�ÉzG??????�??d??�? ???�???S�????±�???????�?????�?????�???�?

 
Home in Iraq [a compilation of issues in the continuous housing and land rights crisis] (Cairo: 
HLRN Middle East/North Africa. forthcoming 200 ]. 
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Tools and Techniques Series 
Urgent Action: HLRN Guide to Practical Solidarity for Defending the Human Right to 
Adequate Housing Tools and Techniques Series No. 1 [methodology and training manual for the 
HLRN Urgent Action system] (Cairo: HIC-HLRN, Middle East/North Africa (MENA) Regional 
Programme, 2003); 

¾SúY?å�?tör?åU�¾É?t?ol ??å�??U?å�Éz�É?úU?I å�û ö?å�?w�uúzt??�É??Y?å�??úUr??�??U?å?�u t?å�û ?bö�r?r 
@l??U?å?�u t?å�û ?bö�r?rU�?t?�¾SúY?å�?tör?å�?úU??�RÉt tr?�¾É?t?�rÉS???> Rt?úb?å� t ?å�û ?bö�r?rU

�???å?ó� rÉbÉt zå�¾ú?U?�uU??å�û tU�2004? 

Housing and Land Rights “Toolkit”  

Tools and Techniques Series No. 2 [methodology in CD form] (Cairo: HIC -HLRN, Global Program, 
2003; 

s????O??�????d???�? ???�?????@�rÉS??u t ?�¾?U�Éz�?ÉS?r?CD> G??????�??d??�? ???�???S�????±�??�
????????�?????�?????2004?G???????d???�? ???�???S�????�±�???????�?????�?????�???�2004.

 
Reports to UN Bodies 

 “Composite of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Conditions of the Indigenous 
Palestinian People under Israel’s Jurisdiction and Control” [joint parallel report to the UN 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (2001) HIC -HLRN, Middle East/North Africa 
(MENA) Regional Programme with seven other Palestinian, Israeli and international NGOs 7 

“Implementation of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child: Israel Issues affecting  
the Indigenous Palestinian People under the State of Israel’s Jurisdiction and Control” [joint 
parallel report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child] (Cairo: HIC -HLRN, Middle 
East/North Africa (MENA) Regional Program with three other Palestinian NGOs,8 2002). 

                                                 
7 Adalah, the Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel; Association of Forty (Israel); Badil Resource Center for Palestinian 

Residence and Refugee Rights (Bethlehem); Boston University Civil Litigation Program (USA); LAW Society for the Protection of 
Human Rights and the Environment (Jerusalem); Palestinian Center for Human Rights (Gaza,); World Organization against 
Torture (Geneva, Switzerland) 

8 Defence for Children International (Palestine); LAW Society for the Protect ion of Human Rights (Jerusalem), Al Mezan Center for 
Human Rights. 
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Annex IV 

HLRN-MENA Members (organizational affiliates) 
(New 2006 adherents in shading) 

 MEMBER 
INSTITUTION 

ACRONYM  CONTACT PERSON COUNTRY

1. ALGERIAN LEAGUE FOR THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS  KARIME ALLOUCHE ALGERIA 
2. CHRYSALIDES HUMANITARIAN ASSOCIATION  HAMID TALEB ALGERIA 
3. YOUTH WORK COLLECTIVE  NADJET BOUDA ALGERIA 
4. BAHRAINI YOUTH SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIG HTS  BYSHR MOHAMMED AL-MASKATI BAHRAIN  

5. AFRO-EGYPT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATION  

AEHRO ANGIE M. ALI AL-HADAD EGYPT 

6. AL-SHEHAB CENTER FOR INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT  REDA SHOKRY EGYPT 

7. ASSOCIATION OF DEVELOPMENT PIONEER WOMEN 
?????? ???????????T??  

 HANAN HELMI EGYPT 

8. BARIQ SOCIETY TO COMBAT VIOLENCE  NAGLAA M. AL-EMAM EGYPT 

9. BETTER LIFE ASSOCIATION FOR COMPREHENSIVE 
DEVELOPMENT 

BLACD MAHER BUSHRA EGYPT 

10. CENTER OF PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES CPAS SHAIMAA EL ZAYAT EGYPT 

11. COPTIC EVANGELICAL ORGANIZATION FOR SOCIAL SERVICES CEOSS NADY KAMEL/ SAFWAT FADHL 
ALLAH [IS NADY STILL THERE?] 

EGYPT 

12. DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT CENTER FOR CONSULTANCY AND 
TRAINING 

DSC REDA SHOUKRY EGYPT 

13. EGYPTIAN CENTER FOR HOUSING RIGHTS ECHR MANAL T IBE EGYPT 
14. EGYPTIAN CENTER FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD  ECRC HANY HELAL  EGYPT  

15. ENVIRONMENT AND WILDLIFE EGYPTIAN ASSOCIATION ???????
???µ ???????????????G????????????  EWES HAITHAM NABI AL -SERAWI EGYPT 

16. HABI CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS  MUHAMMAD NAGI EGYPT 

17. 
HADEER PROGRAM FOR SUPPORTING AND DEVELOPING 
OPTIONAL RIGHTS 

?????????????????????????????????  
 NASER AL-BEHAIRI EGYPT 

18. LAND CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS LCHR KARAM SABER EGYPT 
19. RURAL STUDIES CENTER RSC KHALID BADAWI EGYPT 
20. SONS OF THE LAND INSTITUTION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS  ADIL WILLIAM EGYPT 
21. THE SOUTH CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS  NAHED NASR EGYPT 
22. AL-NAHREAN INSTITUTE FOR S[UP??]PORTING DEMOCRACY NISD THAMIR KAMIL AL - WAILY IRAQ  
23. SONS OF AL-RAFIDAIN ASSOCIATION FOR CONSCIOUSYOUTH   FARRAS SAMI KHALIL IRAQ  
24. DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL SUPPORT DSS DILSHAD AZIZ SLEEM O???O????????  IRAQ  

25. HUDA HUMANITARIAN SOCIETY FOR THE CARE OF  
ORPHANS AND DISPLACED PERSONS 

 KHOLUD ALNAAMY IRAQ  

26. 
IRAQI WOMAN RENAISSANCE ASSOCIATION ??????p ??G?????
???????? 

IWRA KARIMA HASHIM IRAQ  

27. RAFIDAIN HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER  NASER AL-DALIMI IRAQ 
28. REACH  HERO ANWAR  IRAQ  
29. IRAQI NATIONAL UNIVERSITY [OF ORGANIZATIONS]   IRAQ  

30. 
?????????s????????????????T?????S??d???G?????????d???  

HUMAN RIGHTS AND FORCED MIGRATION BUREAU / 
NATIONAL FRONT OF IRAQI TRIBES 

 DR. HAZIM AL-LUHEBE 
( ???S????  ??????? ) IRAQ  

31. ADALAH: THE LEGAL CENTER FOR ARAB MINORITY RIGHTS IN 
ISRAEL 

ADALAH SUHAD BISHARA ISRAEL 

32. AL-BEIT: ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN ISRAEL 

 URI DAVIS ISRAEL 

33. ARAB ASSOCIATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS HRA MUHAMMAD ZEIDAN ISRAEL 
34. ASSOCIATION OF FORTY  MUHAMMAD ABU AL-HAIJA ISRAEL 
35. BEN GURION UNIVERSITY, GEOGRAPHY DEPT.  OREN YIFTACHEL ISRAEL 
36. CENTER FOR BEDOUIN STUDIES AND DEVELOPMENT  ALEAN AL-KRENAWI ISRAEL 
37. ISRAELI COMMITTEE AGAINST HOUSE DEMOLITIONS ICAHD JEFF HALPER ISRAEL 
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 MEMBER 
INSTITUTION 

ACRONYM  CONTACT PERSON COUNTRY

38. MOSSAWA CENTER: THE ADVOCACY CENTER FOR THE ARAB 
PALESTINIAN CITIZENS OF ISRAEL 

MOSSAWA JAFAR FARAH ISRAEL 

39. NAZARETH WOMEN’S GROUP FOR HABITAT   MAHA QUPTY ISRAEL 

40. REGIONAL COUNCIL OF UNRECOGNIZED VILLAGES OF THE 
NEGEV 

RCUVN FAISAL AL-SAWALHA ISRAEL 

41. THE ARAB CENTER FOR ALTERNATIVE PLANNING ACAP HANNA SWAID, 
JUMANAH ESSA 

ISRAEL 

42. ADALAH CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS STUDIES  AASEM RABABA JORDAN 

43. AL-URDUN AL-JADID RESEARCH CENTER UJRC HANI HOURANI/ MUHAMMED EL-
SAID 

JORDAN 

44. AMMAN CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS STUDIES  ACHRS NIZZAM ASSAF JORDAN 
45. ARAB WOMEN'S HABITAT NETWORK AWHN MAI ASFOUR/ SHAMA SAIDUM  JORDAN 
46. DHANA AND QADISIYAH LOCAL COMMUNITY COOPERATIVE  KHALID KHAWALDEH JORDAN 
47. MIRSAD  KAMAL AL-BATAL LEBANON 

48. NATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR SOCIAL CARE AND VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING (NCSCVT) 

 KASSEM AINA; 
HANAN MASRI 

LEBANON 

49. 
??????????????  

IMAL LIBYAN COLLECTIVE IMAL  ????? ??????  
KHALED GHAWI 

LIBYA 

50. ??????????????????T??????Td???  
LIBYAN SOCIETY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

TLACD KHALED ABDEL HAFIZ LIBYA 

51. AMICAL AHRAM  AMICAL 
 

AHRAM 
AL-KHATTABI 

MOROCCO 

52. ASSOCIATION AÏT IKTEL DE DÉVELOPPEMENT AID ALI AMAHAN MOROCCO 

53. ASSOCIATION MAROCAINE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME AMDH MOHAMMED BENZEKRI; 
ABDULJALIL LAAROUSSI 

MOROCCO 

54. ESPACE ASSOCIATIF  SAID TBEL MOROCCO 

55. FORUM ENFANCE  
???????T??????t ??  AFE ABDEL AAL AL-RAMI MOROCCO 

56. AL MEZAN CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS  ISSAM YOUNIS PALESTINE
57. AL-HAQ: LAW IN THE SERVICE OF MAN AL-HAQ SHA`WAN JABARIN PALESTINE

58. APPLIED RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF JERUSALEM ARIJ JAD ISAAC; 
JULIET BANNOURA PALESTINE

59. BADIL RESOURCE CENTER FOR PALESTINIAN RESIDENCY AND 
REFUGEE RIGHTS  BADIL INGRID JARADAT PALESTINE

60. BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION RESEARCH CENTER 
 BCRC USAMA N IMR PALESTINE

61. DEMOCRACY AND WORKERS' RIGHTS CENTER IN PALESTINE 
 DWRC HASAN BARGHOUTHI (WB); 

MUHAMMAD DAHMAN (GAZA) PALESTINE

62. 
GENERAL UNION OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
 

GUN-GEO AHMED Y M BARGHOUTH PALESTINE

63. JERUSALEM CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE JCHRJ NIZAR AYOUB PALESTINE
64. LAND RESEARCH CENTER LHRC  JAMAL TALAB PALESTINE
65. NIDAL CENTER FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT   MAHMUD SALAMAT PALESTINE

66. PALESTINIAN AGRICULTURAL RELIEF COMMITTEES PARC GHADA ZUGHAYAR (WB); 
ABDUL AZIZ ASFUR (GAZA) PALESTINE

67. PALESTINIAN COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES RIGHTS 
PROTECTION PRCP ADEL AL-GHOUL PALESTINE

68. RIWAQ CENTRE FOR ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION RIWAQ NAZMI AL-JU'BEH PALESTINE
69. THE WALL COMMITTEES  ISSA SAMANDAR  PALESTINE

70. UNION OF COOPERATIVE HOUSING ASSOCIATIONS 
O????? ???????????? ????T??  

HPU RAI`D ISMAIL ABU SIRA PALESTINE

71. UNIVERSAL STUDIES ACADEMY  WAEL MUNIR MURAD PALESTINE
72. SOMALI HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS NETWORK  AHMED MUHAMMAD ALI KIIMIKO SOMALIA 
73. CHILD RIGHT INSTITUTE CRI WEDAD ABDEL RAHIM SUDAN 
74. ENTISHAR CHARITY SOCIETY  EMAD MAMOUN ABDEEN SUDAN 
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 MEMBER 
INSTITUTION 

ACRONYM  CONTACT PERSON COUNTRY

75. 
GROUP FOR ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 
STUDIES 

??????????????O?µ T????????T?????????????   

a ??d??  
GESCRS SUMAYA MUBARAK BUSHIR SUDAN 

76. HUMAN SECURITY INITIATIVE ORGANIZATION 
?????G?O?????????? ??d?  

???? MANAL TAWFIQ NIGM  SUDAN 

77. SUDANESE GROUP FOR ASSESSMENT OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS,
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

 OSMAN EL-KHEIR  SUDAN 

78. SUDANESE GROUP FOR CHILD RIGHTS SGFCR ABDEL-AZIM MOHAMMED AHMED SUDAN 

79. 
COMMITTEES FOR THE DEFENSE OF DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN SYRIA  

NIDHAL DARWISH; 
GHAYATH NIASSE; 
JADI NOUFAL 

SYRIA 

80.   ISSAM 
KHOURY 

SYRIA 

81. 
ENDA  INTER-ARABE   
  

ASSMA BEN HAMIDA 
 
MICHAEL CRACKNELL 

TUNISIA 

82. HABITANTS D'EL-MOUROUJ 2 ET LE PROGRAMME DE GESTION 
URBAINE DES PAYS AMAPES AZABI ADEL TUNISIA 

83. INSTITUT TUNISIEN DE TECHNOLOGIE APPROPRÉE ITTA CHERIF ZAOUCH TUNISIA 

84. LIGUE TUNISIENNE POUR LA DÉFENSE DE DROITS DE L’HOMME 
/ TUNISIAN LEAGUE FOR THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

LTDH MOHAMED JMOUR TUNISIA 

85. HOUSING COOPERATIVES OF CENTRAL UNION OF TURKEY / 
TÜRKIYE S.S. YAPI KOOPERATIFLERI MERKEZ BIRLIGI 

TURKKONUT  TURKEY 

86. HUMAN SETTLEMENTS ASSOCIATION HAS/IYD KORHAN GUMUS, TAN MORGÜL  TURKEY 

87. INSAN HAKLARI DERNEGI (HUMAN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION) HRA YUSUF  ALATAS,  
NEJAT TASTAN  TURKEY 

88. KENT-KOOP 
VERIFY IF EVER AFFIL IATED WITH HLRN  MUAMMER NIKSARLI, 

FARUK GOKSU TURKEY 

89. MIGRATION AND HUMANITARIAN AID FOUNDATIO N (GOÇ 
INSANI YARDIM VAKFI) GIYAV NAZMI GÜR  TURKEY 

90. ALWAJEH ORGANIZATION  ABDEL KARIM AL WAGEH YEMEN 
91. DEMOCRATIC SOCIAL FORUM SDF NABIL ABDEL-HAFIZ YEMEN 
92. HUMAN RIGHTS INFORMATION AND TRAINING CENTER HRITC EZZEDIN SAID AL-ASBAHI YEMEN 
93. SISTERS' ARAB FORUM FOR HUMAN RIGHTS  SAE AMAL BASHA YEMEN 
94. WOMAN DEVELOPMENT CENTER FOR CULTURE  WDCC AMAL AL-DABA`I YEMEN 

95. YEMENI YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION YYDO WALID ABDEL_HAFIZ MAGID EL-
OREIKI 

YEMEN 

96. YEMEN OBSERVATORY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS  
?? ????? ??????????? ?d???   

YOHR MURAD AL- GHARTI YEMEN 
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Annex V 

HLRN-MENA Friends (individual affiliates) 
(New 2006 adherents in shading) 

 CONTACT PERSON COUNTRY 
1.  ABDELREZAK ZEMMOURI ALGERIA 
2.  MAÀ MARI M. SALEH ALGERIA 
3.  ZAINE NAIMA ALGERIA 
4.  NAEEM M. HUSSAIN BAHRAIN 
5.  ABDEL MAWLA ISMAIL EGYPT 
6.  AHMED ABDEL ALIM EGYPT 
7.  AHMED MANSOUR ISMAIL EGYPT 
8.  AMAL ABDEL HAMID EGYPT 
9.  EMAD MUBARAK EGYPT 
10.  GASSER ABDEL–RAZEK EGYPT 
11.  IBRAHIM ALAMAH EGYPT 
12.  JOSEPH SCHECHLA EGYPT 
13.  KARIMA ALI KANDIL EGYPT 
14.  KHALID HASSAN EGYPT 
15.  MAI EL–SHEIKH EGYPT 
16.  MONA HASAN SOLIMAN EGYPT 
17.  MU A'WAD ABBAS ABD EL–GAWAD HASSAN EGYPT 
18.  NAFISA AL–SABAGH EGYPT 
19.  WROOD YASSIN MUHAMMAD EGYPT 
20.  AHMED CEIDI ENGLAND 
21.  MAY DOMINGO-PRICE JORDAN 
22.  ANAS NAWAFLEH JORDAN 
23.  GEORGE WARD  LEBANON 
24.  MOHAMMED MAHFOUZ LEBANON  
25.  AZIZ BASRY MOROCCO  
26.  ABD UL–SALAM ÀTARI PALESTINE 
27.  HAMDI AL–KHAWAJA PALESTINE 
28.  JULIETTE BANNOURA PALESTINE 
29.  WAGDI SALIH ABDO  SUDAN 
30.  AIHAM BOULOS  SYRIA  
31.  MAZEN DARWISH SYRIA 
32.  MOHAMMED ZAKOUR SYRIA 
33.  RABI’A AYUB SYRIA  
34.  MUNJIA AL–HEDFI TUNISIA 
35.  KHAWLA A. SHARAF YEMEN 
36.  SADDAM AL–AWAD YEMEN 
37.  ELYAS ABDELLA MUBASHER SUDAN 

 


