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Commitments & Obligations ! 



UN Charter (1945) 

The Purposes of the United Nations are:  

1.To maintain international peace and 

security (Article 1.1) 

2.Promoting human rights and for 

fundamental freedoms (Article 1. 3) 

3.Economic and social progress and 

development (Articles 13, 52 [GA & SC] 55) 
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Charter of the United Nations 



bligations 
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State Obligations! 

ÅLegal effect + binding nature 
ÅSelf-imposed by states on states 
ÅRegular reporting against performance criteria and indicators 
ÅWhat to do - Implementation formula: 
ÅRespect / Protect / Fulfill (promote, facilitate, assist) 

ÅHow to do it - Over-riding implementation principles: 
ÅSelf-determination, Nondiscrimination, Gender equality, Rule of law, 

Maximum of available resources, Continuous improvement, International 
cooperation and assistance 

ÅApply to all spheres of government and organs of the state 
ÅState regulation of non-state actors 
ÅIndividual, collective, domestic and extraterritorial dimensions 

 



Development of human rights 
from general to specific; from theoretical to practical 

UN Charter, 1945 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948 

International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (ICESCR), 1966  

International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights (ICCPR), 1966 

Rights 

of the 

Child 

(CRC), 

1989  

Conven-

tion 

against 

Torture 

(CaT), 

1984 

Discrimin

-ation 

against 

Women 

(CEDaW), 

1979 

Racial 

Discrimin

-ation 

(CERD), 

1965  

Migrant 

Workers 

(MWC), 

1990 

Declarations, guidelines, body of principles, minimum rules  

Forced 

Disap-

pearan-

ces 

(CED), 

2006  

People 

with 

Disabili-

ties 

(CRPD), 

2006  




