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Title: The indigenous people of Tlalnepantla, Morelos State, Mexico, come

         back home after two months living out of the town to escape State

         violence. 

Date: 9 May 2004

The repression occurred after a dispute over the local electoral process in July 2003. As this community has been accustomed to choosing their local leaders by acclamation and having them recognized officially without undergoing elections by ballot. However, in the latest formal elections, opponents assumed the leadership of the municipality without taking their traditional process into consideration. Consequently, the indigenous community of Tlalnepantla first had been demanding a peaceful solution to the political crisis. However, the responsible authorities have neglected to present any proposal and opted, instead, for violent repression of consequent protests. Several hundreds of people ended up having to escape in the nearby hills. 

Informed of the situation, HIC-HLRN coordinator—Mr. Joseph Schechla—and OMCT director—Mr. Eric Sottas—issued a letter of concern to Mexican President Vicente Fox Quesada on 19 February 2004 [you will find in the Section Urgent Action]. On 24 March 2004, Undersecretary for Global Affairs of the Mexican Foreign Ministry Patricia Olamendi, responded with a commitment to the rule of law and denying the use of violence by authorities. 

After two months of many displaced inhabitants lodging with relatives in other municipalities, the people of Tlalnepantla went back home on 10 March. To feel more secure, they came back publicly en masse. As many people, especially children, need psychological attention, some organizations are working to help them returning to normal life. 
 

At the moment, the situation is still complicated and tense as the police continue to take up positions in town and the disputed municipal president remains in office. The state government offered to sponsor negotiations, but without success. Moreover, the proposal caused a strong division in the community, as some of the people have lost faith in negotiations. Recently, the state governor suffered accusations of corruption and a political trial. This and the actual weakness of the local government could help to reach a pacific solution. 

 

Recently a group of citizens of Tlalnepantla sent a formal request to remove the municipal president to the Congress. The request obliges the Congress to give an answer that is expected in a week from today. 

