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L All nonmarket processes carried out under inhabitants’ initiative, management and control that generate
and/or improve adequate living spaces, housing and other elements of physical and social development,
preferably without—and often despite—impediments posed by the State or other formal structure or
authority. (For more information and cases, go to HIC general website and HIC-HLRN website.)

The range of human rights specifically applied in the context of human settlements at any urban scale.
®In particular, paras. (k) Adequate housing for all sectors of the population; and (I) Urban conditions that
offer the opportunity for a healthful, productive, and full life.

*“The incorporation and increasing participation of the marginal sectors of the population, in both rural and
urban areas, in the economic, social, civic, cultural, and political life of the nation, in order to achieve the
full integration of the national community, acceleration of the process of social mobility, and the
consolidation of the democratic system. The encouragement of all efforts of popular promotion and
cooperation that have as their purpose the development and progress of the community.”
®In Spanish, plusvalia (mais-valia in Portuguese) signifies the appreciation in value or capital gain from a
change in the zoning or use, sale or development of land or property. When this added value derives from
municipal land or property, this type of plusvalia is known as “socially produced value.” When applying the
concept of social function of property, such plusvalia becomes value that should redound to the benefit of
the community or municipality, with the function of distributing its benefits to needy citizens, or other public
purposes. See Colombia Ley 388 “Ordenamiento Territorial Municipal y Distrital” (1997).
® These examples are distinct from a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) set aside, for example, in India, China
or elsewhere under Free Trade Agreements with the United States and Canada, which are geographical
regions where free-market principles prevail over the country’s national economic, labor, customs and
other laws. Such SEZs often operate outside of international labor standards and other regulations.
Usually the goal of such a structure is to increase foreign direct investment by foreign investors, typically
an international business or a multinational corporation (MNC). Other terms for these SEZs include Free
Trade Zones (FTZs), Export Processing Zones (EPZs), Free Zones (FZs), Qualified industrial zones
(QIZs), Industrial Estates (IEs), Free Ports, Urban Enterprise Zones and others.

" Usucaption (Latin usucapio) (in U.S. and U.K. known as “acquisitive prescription”) is a concept found in
civil law systems]citation needed] and has its origin in the Roman law of property. Usucaption is a method
by which ownership of property (i.e. title to the property) can be gained by possession of it beyond the
lapse of a certain period of time (acquiescence). While usucaption has been compared with adverse
possession (that is, squatting), the true effect of usucaption is to remedy defects in title.

8 See the portal of the Municipality of S&o Paolo (Prefeitura de S&o Paolo), at:
http://www.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/cidade/secretarias/habitacao/programas/index.php?p=141

%“ABC del Plan de Ordenamiento Territorial 2013” (Bogota: Alcaldia Mayor de Bogota D.C., 2013), pp. 8 and
9, at: http://www.sdp.gov.co/portal/page/portal/PortalSDP/POT_2020/Cartilla-ABC-POT-digitall.pdf.
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