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1 Situation summary  

During the draw-down of coalition forces in Afghanistan, the Taliban staged a 
rapid advance and captured the Afghan capital, Kabul, on 15 August 2021. 
They are now in effective control of the country.  

Prior to the Taliban’s capture of Kabul, the UN warned the situation in 
Afghanistan “has the hallmarks of humanitarian catastrophe.”1 It has raised 
concerns about the effect of the conflict on women and children, the 
increasing numbers of internally displaced people, and the impact of Covid-19 
and food shortages.  

This briefing looks at the situation facing civilians, refugees, and internally 
displaced people in Afghanistan. It should be read as correct as of the time 
of publication (3 September 2021). 

 

1  UN, Fast moving Afghanistan crisis […], 13 August 2021 

 

 
Research Briefing 
Number  9296 
By Philip Loft 
3 September 2021 

Afghanistan: Refugees and displaced 
people in 2021 

Other Library briefings on Afghanistan 

The Library has published the below briefings. Although the situation in 
Afghanistan remains uncertain, they describe intended plans to resettle locally 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097742
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097742


 

 

 

 

Afghanistan: Refugees and displaced people in 2021 

2 Commons Library Research Briefing, 3 September 2021 

2 High levels of civilian casualties  

In July 2021, the UN reported that in Afghanistan there were more women and 
children killed and wounded during the first half of 2021, than in the first six 
months of any year since records began in 2009.2 A total of 116,000 civilians 
have been killed or injured since 2009. 

From January to June 2021, 5,183 civilians were killed or injured, an increase 
of 47 percent compared to the same period in 2020. Anti-government groups, 
such as the Taliban and IS-Khorasan, were responsible for 64 percent of 
casualties. 32 percent of casualties were children.3  

 

2  UN, Afghanistan: Record number of women and children killed or wounded, 26 July 2021  
3  UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Civilian casualties to hit unprecedented highs in 2021 

unless urgent action to stem violence, 26 July 2021; UNAMA, Afghanistan: Protection of civilians in 
armed conflict midyear update, 26 July 2021 

employed civilians, a history of UK aid spending and Afghan development since 
2001, and the potential impact of greater Taliban influence on Afghan society:  

• Afghanistan: Development, UK aid and the future 
• Afghanistan statistics: UK deaths, casualties, mission costs and refugees  
• Withdrawal of military forces in Afghanistan and its implications for peace  
• Resettlement scheme for locally employed civilians in Afghanistan 
• Afghanistan: Key resources for British nationals and Afghans  

Civilian casualties in 
Afghanistan 
between January 
and June 2021 were 
the highest since 
records began in 
2009 

 
Source: UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, Civilian casualties, 26 July 2021 and Afghanistan: 
Protection of civilians in armed conflict, February 2021; p12 
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https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1096382
https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report
https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_report_2021_26_july.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_report_2021_26_july.pdf
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9276/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9298/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9241/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9286/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9303/
https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/executive_summary_afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2020_eng_0.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/executive_summary_afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2020_eng_0.pdf
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Since the publication of the UN statistics in July, Unicef has warned of a 
“rapid escalation of violations against children.” On 9 August, it reported that 
27 children had been killed and 136 injured in the previous 72 hours. More than 
1,000 people were killed or injured due to “indiscriminate” attacks against 
civilians in Helmand, Kandahar, and Herat between 9 July and 9 August.4  

The Taliban does not control the entirety of Afghanistan. In September, 
fighting between the Taliban and forces in Afghanistan’s Panjshir Valley under 
Ahmad Massoud reportedly intensified.5 

3 Growing humanitarian needs 

In July 2021, the UN stated that 18.5 million people, or nearly half of Afghan’s 
population, needed humanitarian support. It reported a third of the country 
was suffering from malnutrition, and half of children under five were 
experiencing acute malnutrition.6 In August, the World Food Programme 
warned that it may run out of its main supply for Afghanistan—wheat flour—
from October.7 

This is due to a combination of poverty, the coronavirus pandemic, 
underdevelopment of social services, droughts, the ongoing conflict, and 
shortfalls in funding for agencies and NGOs. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) in 
Afghanistan has called for US $1.3 billion of funding to support its 
humanitarian activities in the country. Currently, this is 40 percent funded, 
with US $772 million still required. The UK has provided US $20.6 million, or 4.1 
percent. In 2020, the OCHA had only 52 percent of its appeal met.8 

As of 21 July 2021, the  UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR)’s financial appeal for the 
Afghanistan situation (including operations in Iran and Pakistan) also 
remained underfunded, at 43 percent of the $127.1 million still required (US 
$55.1 million).9 

 

4  UN, “Shocking” escalation of grave violations against children in Afghanistan: Unicef, 9 August 2021 
5  Reuters, Taliban and Afghan rebels claim heavy casualties in fighting over valley, 2 September 2021   
6  UN, Afghanistan: Funding shortfall amid depending humanitarian crisis, 15 July 2021; Unicef, Around 

10 million children in Afghanistan need humanitarian assistance to survive, says Unicef, 23 August 
2021 

7  World Food Programme (WFP), Afghanistan: WFP continues to deliver as winter and humanitarian 
crisis loom, 24 August 2021  

8  UN OCHA, Afghanistan humanitarian response plan 2021, Response appeal snapshot for 2021, 
accessed 3 September 2021 

9  UNHCR, Funding update: Afghanistan, 21 July 2021  

17 million Afghans 
are food insecure 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1095922
https://www.wfp.org/stories/afghanistan-wfp-continues-deliver-winter-and-humanitarian-crisis-loom
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1031/summary
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/fundingupdates/2021-07-21/Afghanistan%20Funding%20Update%2021%20July%202021.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/fundingupdates/2021-07-21/Afghanistan%20Funding%20Update%2021%20July%202021.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097392
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-afghan-rebels-claim-heavy-casualties-fighting-over-valley-2021-09-02/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1095922
https://www.unicef.org.uk/press-releases/around-10-million-children-in-afghanistan-need-humanitarian-assistance-to-survive-says-unicef/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/press-releases/around-10-million-children-in-afghanistan-need-humanitarian-assistance-to-survive-says-unicef/
https://www.wfp.org/stories/afghanistan-wfp-continues-deliver-winter-and-humanitarian-crisis-loom
https://www.wfp.org/stories/afghanistan-wfp-continues-deliver-winter-and-humanitarian-crisis-loom
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1031/summary
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/fundingupdates/2021-07-21/Afghanistan%20Funding%20Update%2021%20July%202021.pdf
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Prior to the Taliban’s capture of Kabul, the UK Government said it would work 
with the UN OCHA, UNCHR and International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
to respond to Afghan migration and internal displacement.10

 

In August 2021, the International Red Cross/Red Crescent (IFRC) reported that 
80 percent of the country was in drought conditions. It estimates that 3 
million livestock will be at risk of death and the wheat crop will also be 
affected.11 

The UN has said that the number of Afghans facing food insecurity rose from 
13.9 million in 2020 to 17.0 million in 2021. 12 Oxfam has named Afghanistan as 
one of the world’s worst “hunger hot spots.” 13 

The coronavirus pandemic has claimed at least 7,100 lives in Afghanistan. 
However, there is severe undertesting. As of July 2021, there had been only 
700,000 tests for a population of 40.4 million since the pandemic began.14 
Public health restrictions have also affected schools and put pressure on its 
health system.15 

4 Internally displaced people 

The total Afghan population is around 39-40 million. 16 At the end of 2020, 
there were 2.9 million Afghans already displaced across the country. 17 By mid-
July, this rose to 3.5 million. 18  

On 16 August 2021, the UNHCR said that 80 percent of the 250,000 Afghans 
who have fled their homes since the end of May are women and children. 
Nearly 120,000 arrived in Kabul. 19  

The BBC reported in August that many in Kabul are struggling to find food, 
shelter, medicines, and sanitary items.20 The UN OCHA states that of the 
551,000 displaced from 1 January to 9 August 2021, assistance was provided 

 

10  PQ HL2016 [Afghanistan: Emigration], 28 July 2021 
11  IFRC, Afghanistan: Over 80 percent of country in serious drought, 4 August 2021 
12  UN, “If you don’t feed people, you feed conflict,” UN chief tells security council, 11 March 2021 
13  Oxfam, The hunger versus multiplies, 9 July 2021, Table 1 
14  World Health Organization, Afghanistan: Covid-19, 29 July 2021  
15 Anadolu Agency, Afghanistan shuts all schools amid surging Covid-19 infections, deaths, 12 June 2021  
16  UN Population, Afghanistan 2019 
17  UNHCR, UNHCR warns Afghanistan’s conflict taking the heaviest toll on displaced women and 

children, 16 August 2021  
18  UN, Afghanistan: 270,000 newly displaced this year, warns UNHCR, 13 July 2021; Humanitarian 

Response OCHA, Internal displacement due to conflict: Situation, 9 August 2021  
19  UNHCR, The refugee brief, 13 August 2021,  
20  BBC News, Afghanistan: The people fleeing the north for safety in Kabul, 12 August 2021  

3.5 million Afghans 
are now internally 
displaced 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-07-14/HL2016
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-07-14/HL2016
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/afghanistan-over-80-of-country-in-serious-drought/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/afghanistan-over-80-of-country-in-serious-drought/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087032
https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-07/The%20Hunger%20Virus%202.0_media%20brief_EN.pdf
https://covid19.who.int/region/emro/country/af
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/strategic_sitrep_covid-19_29_july_2021_final.pdf
https://population.un.org/wpp/DataQuery/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-07-14/HL2016
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/afghanistan-over-80-of-country-in-serious-drought/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087032
https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-07/The%20Hunger%20Virus%202.0_media%20brief_EN.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/strategic_sitrep_covid-19_29_july_2021_final.pdf
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/afghanistan-shuts-all-schools-amid-surging-covid-19-infections-deaths/2271449
https://population.un.org/wpp/DataQuery/
https://www.unhcr.org/ir/2021/08/16/unhcr-warns-afghanistans-conflict-taking-the-heaviest-toll-on-displaced-women-and-children/
https://www.unhcr.org/ir/2021/08/16/unhcr-warns-afghanistans-conflict-taking-the-heaviest-toll-on-displaced-women-and-children/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1095782
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/idps
https://www.unhcr.org/refugeebrief/latest-issues/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-58170433#_ga=2.65896686.1304655534.1629099657-1333671916.1621433288
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to around 185,000. It states assistance can be delayed due to constraints on 
humanitarian access.21 

A UN OCHA update, published on 22 August, said more humanitarian teams 
have been deployed to assist displaced people in Kabul and other urban 
areas. Earlier in August, some inter-agency humanitarian teams were not 
operating due to uncertainty around the situation in the city.22 

5 Aid access 

5.1 Attacks on aid workers and withdrawal to 
places of safety  

From 1997 to 25 August 2021, a total of 1,314 aid workers have been killed, 
wounded, or kidnapped in Afghanistan, mostly by armed opposition forces 
such as the Taliban.23

Many aid workers are local Afghans—99 percent in the case of the 
International Rescue Committee (IRC), for example, which provides 
humanitarian and other assistance in the country.24 

In July, the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan compound in Herat was 
attacked.25 The Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders) 
Afghanistan Bost Hospital in Lashkar Gah was also hit by rocket attacks, as 
were other medical NGOs in the area. The hospital continued to operate after 
the attacks.26 

The areas in which aid agencies are active has contracted greatly due to 
security concerns, corruption, and the Taliban’s demands to tax aid into 
areas under its control. 27 However, as of 17 August the UN had access to 394 
of the 401 districts in Afghanistan.28  

In August, the UN urged all parties in Afghanistan to allow unimpeded access 
and assurance to aid workers that will be able to deliver aid safely.29 On 16 

 

21  Humanitarian Response OCHA, Internal displacement due to conflict: Response, 9 August 2021  
22  UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Internal displacement in Kabul, 15 August 2021; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: 

Weekly humanitarian update, 16-22 August 2021  
23  Aid Worker Security, Database-Afghanistan, accessed 16 August 2021  
24  IRC, IRC urges leaders to protect civilians and safeguard aid workers in Afghanistan […], 15 August 

2021 

25  Al-Jazeera, UN compound attacked as battle for Afghanistan’s Herat rages, 30 July 2021 
26  Al-Jazeera, Taliban claims capture of more provincial capitals in Afghanistan, 9 August 2021 
27  CORE, Humanitarian access SCORE report: Afghanistan, April 2020, p4 
28  Reuters, UN aid chief warns of hunger caused by drought, 17 August 2021  
29  UN, “Shocking” escalation of grave violations against children in Afghanistan: Unicef, 9 August 2021 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_22_aug_2021.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_22_aug_2021.pdf
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents/search?detail=0&country=AF
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents/search?detail=0&country=AF
https://msf.org.uk/
https://www.humanitarianoutcomes.org/sites/default/files/publications/score_afghanistan.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/idps
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/document/afghanistan-internal-displacement-kabul-flash-update-no4-15-august
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_22_aug_2021.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_22_aug_2021.pdf
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents/search?detail=0&country=AF
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-urges-leaders-protect-civilians-and-safeguard-aid-workers-afghanistan-displacement
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/30/un-compound-attacked-as-battle-for-afghanistans-herat-rages
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/9/taliban-captures-more-provincial-capitals-afghanistan
https://www.humanitarianoutcomes.org/sites/default/files/publications/score_afghanistan.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-aid-chief-afghanistan-warns-hunger-caused-by-drought-2021-08-17/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097392
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August, the UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, called for human rights 
to be protected and for humanitarian aid to continue.30 

During 2021, some aid workers have also moved to places of safety. Save the 
Children, for example, reported on 14 August that in Kunduz, aid agencies are 
currently unable to access displaced families and its staff members in many 
areas of the country had left their homes to go to Kabul or safe places.31  

On 10 August, Médecins Sans Frontières warned that access to healthcare 
was “dangerously limited.”32 Health agencies, such as Médecins Sans 
Frontières and the Italian NGO, Emergency, are continuing to run their health 
services in parts of the country.33  

5.2 Intention of UN Agencies and others to remain  

In mid-August, UN agencies said they intend to remain in Afghanistan to 
provide and coordinate aid.34 This includes the UN World Food Programme,  
IOM, and Unicef. 35 However, around 100 UN staff have been temporarily 
relocated to Kazakhstan to reduce the risk to UN personnel and the World 
Health Organization states it has been unable to deliver medical supplies due 
to the security situation in the country.36  

On 30 August, the WHO made its first medical supplies shipment to 
Afghanistan since the Taliban’s capture of Kabul.37 In late August, the UN was 
also able to deliver food supplies via Pakistan.38  

Other NGOs have expressed an intention to continue to work in Afghanistan. 
These include Save the Children, though the majority of their work is currently 
suspended, and the International Red Cross/Red Crescent.39 

 

30  UN, Afghanistan: “Now is the time to stand as one,” UN Chief tells Security Council, 16 August 2021 
31  Save the Children International, What’s happening in Afghanistan right now? [Tweet], 14 August 2021; 

Save the Children, Afghanistan: Fears for children injured and displaced in Kunduz, 10 August 2021 
32  Medecins Sans Frontieres, As violence soars across Afghanistan access to healthcare is dangerously 

limited, 10 August 2021  
33  The New Humanitarian, In Afghanistan, aid groups wrestle with the new reality of Taliban control, 16 

August 2021  
34  VOA News, UN agencies pledge to remain in Afghanistan despite challenges, 15 August 2021 
35  CBS News, UN World Food Programme says it will “stay and deliver” in Afghanistan, 15 August 2021; 

International Organization for Migration, IOM Director General’s statement on the situation in 
Afghanistan, 10 August 2021; Devex, Afghanistan: Aid organizations face uncertain future under 
Taliban, 16 August 2021 

36  VOA News, UN moves 100 international staff out of Afghanistan, 18 August 2021; BBC News, Vital aid 
prevented from entering Afghanistan: WHO, 20 August 2021  

37  Devex, WHO lands first medical supplies shipment under Taliban rule, 30 August 2021  
38  UN, Afghanistan crisis: Food supply for millions could run out this month, 1 September 2021  
39  Save the Children, Save the Children committed to protecting children in Afghanistan, 17 August 2021; 

International Committee of the Red Cross, A statement on Afghanistan […], 17 August 2021  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097872
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097872
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2021/8/16/what-does-taliban-control-mean-for-aid-in-afghanistan
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2021/8/16/what-does-taliban-control-mean-for-aid-in-afghanistan
https://www.voanews.com/us-afghanistan-troop-withdrawal/un-agencies-pledge-remain-afghanistan-despite-challenges
https://www.devex.com/news/who-lands-first-medical-supplies-shipment-under-taliban-rule-100678
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-committed-protecting-children-afghanistan
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/statement-afghanistan-robert-mardini-director-general-international-committee-red-cross
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097872
https://twitter.com/save_children/status/1426444739830759430
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/afghanistan-fears-for-children-injured-and-displaced-in-kunduz
https://www.msf.org/violence-soars-across-afghanistan-while-access-healthcare-becomes-severely-limited
https://www.msf.org/violence-soars-across-afghanistan-while-access-healthcare-becomes-severely-limited
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2021/8/16/what-does-taliban-control-mean-for-aid-in-afghanistan
https://www.voanews.com/us-afghanistan-troop-withdrawal/un-agencies-pledge-remain-afghanistan-despite-challenges
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/taliban-afghanistan-american-evaucations-live-updates-today-2021-08-15/#post-update-127ede2c
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-director-general-statement-situation-afghanistan
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-director-general-statement-situation-afghanistan
https://www.devex.com/news/afghanistan-aid-organizations-face-uncertain-future-under-taliban-100619?mkt_tok=Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAF-7ZrQ6KgQZZIgOH_2h51t20PVZjyhogVzY29WdN_1A0XR9Q-6_63i4VrmNi7aKeMHHWAFMW1i7iKy1Rf1NyaIug9owNpsFF4SLwm_KRw7K_5r2g&utm_content=text&utm_source=nl_newswire&utm_term=article
https://www.devex.com/news/afghanistan-aid-organizations-face-uncertain-future-under-taliban-100619?mkt_tok=Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAF-7ZrQ6KgQZZIgOH_2h51t20PVZjyhogVzY29WdN_1A0XR9Q-6_63i4VrmNi7aKeMHHWAFMW1i7iKy1Rf1NyaIug9owNpsFF4SLwm_KRw7K_5r2g&utm_content=text&utm_source=nl_newswire&utm_term=article
https://www.voanews.com/south-central-asia/un-moves-100-international-staff-out-afghanistan?mkt_tok=Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAF-_Q2PQA9UtBniQz3xII3u5RFOgHnGEN_mHtNYG5mmW7UkvSztxhigC3cKhAt_lKcAdAGnaitEEWxhvwkrkuvEnR4pyJadIAUvc3iWKWcL2FmdQA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-58279900?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=611fadd23fa7c437236ba29f%26Vital%20aid%20prevented%20from%20entering%20Afghanistan%3A%20WHO%262021-08-20T14%3A05%3A36.347Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:9cac1366-5110-437b-a071-161798ce71b5&pinned_post_asset_id=611fadd23fa7c437236ba29f&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-58279900?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=611fadd23fa7c437236ba29f%26Vital%20aid%20prevented%20from%20entering%20Afghanistan%3A%20WHO%262021-08-20T14%3A05%3A36.347Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:9cac1366-5110-437b-a071-161798ce71b5&pinned_post_asset_id=611fadd23fa7c437236ba29f&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.devex.com/news/who-lands-first-medical-supplies-shipment-under-taliban-rule-100678
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/09/1098972
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-committed-protecting-children-afghanistan
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/statement-afghanistan-robert-mardini-director-general-international-committee-red-cross
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For information on aid spending pledges and G7 and UK Government 
statements on humanitarian aid access see the Library Briefing, Afghanistan: 
UK aid, development, and the future.  

6 Refugees  

On 16 August 2021, the UNHCR said that while many hundreds of thousands of 
people are displaced, “for now the displacement is largely internal.” 
However, it emphasised the need to support the humanitarian response in the 
country, and potentially outside Afghanistan, if there is increased cross-
border movement.40 In a statement made on 17 August, the UNHCR called for 
all borders to remain open and for states not to forcibly return refugees.41 

Estimates of the number of refugees expected to leave Afghanistan vary. In 
July, for example, the Iranian Government estimated it could face an influx of 
500,000 Afghans over the next six months.42 In August, the UNHCR said it 
expects 500,000 to leave in 2021 as a “worst case scenario,” though 
emphasised large-scale outflows have not yet been seen.43 The German 
Interior Minister has said he expects up to 5 million refugees to leave 
Afghanistan.44  

The US has allocated up to US $500 million to help Afghan refugees,45 and the 
Germans €100 million.46 The UK has pledged £286 million in aid to 
Afghanistan in 2021—this includes £30 million in humanitarian aid to 
Afghanistan’s neighbours to support regional stability and respond to any 
increase in refugees. £10 million will be made immediately available to the 
UNHCR and other partners.47 

 

40  AP Press, The latest: Nations call for safe passage out of Afghanistan, 16 August 2021 
41  UNHCR, Position on returns to Afghanistan, 17 August 2021 ; UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: 

Supplementary appeal, July 2021 
42  UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 20 July 2021  
43  Reuters, Half a million Afghan could flee across borders—UNHCR, 27 August 2021  
44  BBC News, Taliban assert authority as US defends pull-out, 17 August 2021, at 13:11 
45  White House, Memorandum for the Secretary of State on unexpected urgent refugee and migration 

needs, 16 August 2021 
46  Info Migrants, Germany to support displaced Afghans with 100 million, 20 August 2021  
47  FCDO, UK to provide £30 million of live-saving supplies for Afghan refugees, 3 September 2021  

There are 2.5 million 
officially recorded 
Afghan refugees 
worldwide 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9276/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9276/
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-kabul-taliban-1794266cda1492f4128363572bc2cff6
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/611a4c5c4.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/87936
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/87936
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/half-million-afghans-could-flee-across-borders-unhcr-2021-08-27/#_ga=2.129063244.1537286151.1630654944-1333671916.1621433288
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-asia-58219963?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=611ba2dc3fa7c437236b9d3e%26European%20leaders%20fear%20new%20migrant%20crisis%262021-08-17T12%3A11%3A05.516Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:ca1c6ccb-b800-49a4-911e-244bd870853e&pinned_post_asset_id=611ba2dc3fa7c437236b9d3e&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/16/memorandum-for-the-secretary-of-state-on-unexpected-urgent-refugee-and-migration-needs-2/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/34473/germany-to-support-displaced-afghans-with-100-million
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-provide-30-million-of-life-saving-supplies-for-afghan-refugees?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=d40dd3ef-b69d-4bcb-9f83-1768921d7cd5&utm_content=immediately
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-kabul-taliban-1794266cda1492f4128363572bc2cff6
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/611a4c5c4.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/Afghanistan-situation-supplementary-appeal
https://reporting.unhcr.org/Afghanistan-situation-supplementary-appeal
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/16/memorandum-for-the-secretary-of-state-on-unexpected-urgent-refugee-and-migration-needs-2/
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6.1 Afghan refugees in Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan  

There are around 2.5 million UNHCR-registered refugees from Afghanistan 
globally.48 These figures are likely to underestimate the true number.  

UN-recorded Afghan refugees are concentrated in Pakistan and Iran. As of 31 
December 2020, there were 1.4 million in Pakistan, and 780,000 in Iran 
(totalling 2.2 million).49 A further 2.6 million undocumented Afghans are 
estimated to live in Iran (to May 2021).50 Undocumented Afghans are not 
included in the table below. 

In July 2021, it was reported that between 500 to 2,000 Afghan refugees are 
also entering Turkey each week. Turkey already hosts around 3.6 million 
Syrian refugees, and around 129,000 UNHCR-registered Afghan refugees and 
asylum seekers.51 

On 15 August, prior to the Taliban taking control of Kabul, both Turkey and 
Pakistan said they would work to stabilise Afghanistan to slow the flow of 
refugees.  

The Turkish President, Recap Tayyip Erdogan, said he hoped a new border 
wall will “totally stop the arrivals.”52 Construction of a 81km-long wall was 
completed in the Turkish Van Province in December 2020, with plans to extend 

 

48  Reuters, UN readies for more displaced Afghans after troop withdrawal, 14 June 2021; UNHCR, 
Afghan refugees reach Iran as violence escalates, 9 August 2021 

49  UNHCR, Operational data portal: Registered refugees from Afghanistan (in Iran and Pakistan), 31 
December 2020 

50  UNHCR, Renewed commitment needed to support displaced Afghans and their hosts, 31 May 2021 
51  Voice of America (VOA), Turkey faces dilemma as Afghan refugees start arriving, 29 July 2021; 

UNHCR, Refugees and asylum seekers in Turkey, accessed 16 August 2021; UNHRC, Refugee statistics: 
Afghanistan, accessed 16 August 2021 

52 Middle East Eye, Afghanistan: Erdogan to work with Pakistan to stop influx of Afghan refugees, 15 
August 2021 

 
Source: UNHCR, Refugee Data Finder, accessed 16 August 2021 

Refugees  
Asylum-
seekers Total

% all refugees/
Asylum-seekers

Pakistan 1,438,432            9,668              1,448,100  51%
Iran 780,000               -                  780,000     28%
Germany 147,994               33,103            181,097     6%
Turkey 4,219                   125,104          129,323     5%
Austria 40,096                 6,473              46,569       2%
France 31,546                 13,560            45,106       2%
Greece 21,456                 19,706            41,162       1%

Total (all 
countries) 2,594,774           238,791         2,833,565  -

Afghan refugees under UNHCR mandate and asylum seekers, 2020

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan
https://www.voanews.com/europe/turkey-faces-dilemma-afghan-refugees-start-arriving
https://www.voanews.com/europe/turkey-faces-dilemma-afghan-refugees-start-arriving
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-afghanistan-pakistan-erdogan-says-work-stop-influx-afghan-migrants
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-afghanistan-pakistan-erdogan-says-work-stop-influx-afghan-migrants
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-readies-more-displaced-afghans-after-troop-withdrawal-2021-06-14/
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/press/2021/8/611141ec4.html
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/press/2021/5/60b4993d4/renewed-commitment-needed-support-displaced-afghans-hosts.html
https://www.voanews.com/europe/turkey-faces-dilemma-afghan-refugees-start-arriving
https://www.unhcr.org/tr/en/refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-turkey
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=Gsn90q
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=Gsn90q
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-afghanistan-pakistan-erdogan-says-work-stop-influx-afghan-migrants
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=Gsn90q
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it further south.53 Associated Press reports Turkey has now sent troops to its 
border with Iran to strengthen border security.54 At the end of August, the 
Turkish Government reiterated that it will not accept further refugees.55 

In July, the Pakistan Government said it was “not in a position to accept any 
more refugees” and called upon other countries to make arrangements for 
refugees in Afghanistan.56 Pakistan has also strengthened its border security, 
but several thousand Afghan refugees have reportedly entered the country.57 
Analysts have that noted Pakistan is likely to come under international 
pressure to keep its borders open.58 

Iran is setting up temporary refugee camps on its border with Afghanistan, 
though has reportedly closed its border with the country, citing Coronavirus 
restrictions and developments in Afghanistan.59 However, it has been 
reported that up to 7,000 Afghans are crossing the border illegally into Iran 
each day.60 The Iranian Interior Ministry said it expected refugees to return to 
Afghanistan when the “situation improves.”61 Iran is currently experiencing a 
fifth wave of the coronavirus pandemic and an economic crisis, with inflation 
rates expected to be above 40 percent this year.62 

6.2 European positions 

The issue of Afghan refugees to Europe was expected to be raised during an 
EU meeting on 18 August. In July, the Afghan Government had requested 
deportations to the country be halted for at least three months.63 On 10 
August, six EU member states opposed suggestions that deportations from 
the EU to Afghanistan should be halted, in reflection of the country’s 
deteriorating security situation.64  

 

53  The New Humanitarian, The Afghan refugee crisis brewing on Turkey’s eastern border, 3 August 2021  
54  Al-Monitor, Turkey bolsters border against Afghan refugees, 19 August 2021 
55  Al-Monitor, Turkey won’t accept “refugee burden” from Afghanistan, 30 August 2021  
56   VOA, Pakistan refuses to host additional Afghan refugees, 13 July 2021  
57  BBC News, Afghanistan: Pakistan fences off from Afghan refugees, 19 August 2021; Al-Jazeera, 

Thousands of Afghans enter Pakistan via Chaman border crossing, 17 August 2021; The Guardian, 
“Unprecedented” numbers crossing from Afghanistan to Pakistan, 27 August 2021  

58  The New Humanitarian, “No more refugees” is not the answer to Afghanistan’s displacement crisis, 11 
August 2021 

59  BBC News, Iran closes border to Afghans fleeing Taliban, 18 August 2021  
60  The Guardian, Afghanistan’s neighbours offered millions in aid to harbour refugees, 31 August 2021  
61  The Independent, Iran sets up refugee camps along border as Afghans flee Taliban rule, 15 August 

2021 
62  Al-Jazeera, Iran announced 6-day lockdown amid surge of Covid cases, 14 August 2021; Al-Jazeera, 

Can Iran’s new President Raisi fix a deeply troubled economy?, 2 August 2021 
63   IRC, The IRC urges EU countries to urgently freeze deportations to Afghanistan, 12 August 2021  
64  The Guardian, Expected Afghan influx reopens divisions over refugees in Europe, 16 August 2021; 

Politico, EU officials play down prospects of Afghan deportations as war rages, 10 August 2021  

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/08/turkey-bolsters-border-against-afghan-refugees
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/08/turkey-wont-accept-refugee-burden-afghanistan
https://www.voanews.com/south-central-asia/pakistan-refuses-host-additional-afghan-refugees
https://www.voanews.com/south-central-asia/pakistan-refuses-host-additional-afghan-refugees
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/17/thousands-of-afghans-enter-pakistan-through-chaman-border-point
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2021/8/11/no-more-refugees-not-the-answer-to-afghanistans-displacement-crisis
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2021/8/11/no-more-refugees-not-the-answer-to-afghanistans-displacement-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/31/afghanistans-neighbours-offered-millions-in-aid-to-harbour-refugees
https://www.rescue-uk.org/press-release/irc-urges-eu-countries-urgently-freeze-deportations-afghanistan
https://www.politico.eu/article/afghanistan-refugees-europe-asylum-deportations/
https://www.politico.eu/article/afghanistan-refugees-europe-asylum-deportations/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/8/4/the-afghan-refugee-crisis-brewing-on-turkeys-eastern-border
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/08/turkey-bolsters-border-against-afghan-refugees
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/08/turkey-wont-accept-refugee-burden-afghanistan
https://www.voanews.com/south-central-asia/pakistan-refuses-host-additional-afghan-refugees
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58187983
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/17/thousands-of-afghans-enter-pakistan-through-chaman-border-point
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/27/unprecedented-numbers-crossing-afghanistan-pakistan
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2021/8/11/no-more-refugees-not-the-answer-to-afghanistans-displacement-crisis
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-asia-58219963?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=611d1b243fa7c437236b9f81%26Iran%20closes%20border%20to%20Afghans%20fleeing%20Taliban%262021-08-18T15%3A18%3A32.728Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:82987e4d-e36b-4fc7-be5a-ce280dca55d9&pinned_post_asset_id=611d1b243fa7c437236b9f81&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/31/afghanistans-neighbours-offered-millions-in-aid-to-harbour-refugees
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/south-asia/iran-afghanistan-refugee-camps-taliban-b1902953.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/14/iran-announces-6-day-lockdown-amid-surge-in-covid-cases
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/8/2/iran-president-raisi-fix-economy
https://www.rescue-uk.org/press-release/irc-urges-eu-countries-urgently-freeze-deportations-afghanistan
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/16/expected-afghan-influx-reopens-divisions-over-refugees-europe
https://www.politico.eu/article/afghanistan-refugees-europe-asylum-deportations/
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These were Austria, Denmark, Belgium, Netherlands, Greece, and Germany. 
The six requested additional support be given to the then-Afghan 
Government, led by Ashraf Ghani, and to neighbouring countries such as 
Pakistan to manage any refugee crisis.65 However, Germany and the 
Netherlands are among those who have now suspended any deportations to 
Afghanistan because of its security situation.66 Austria has said it will accept 
no more Afghan refugees.67 

The countries are likely to be motivated by the large number of Afghan 
refugees seen in 2015. From January 2015 to March 2016, around 250,000 
refugees from Afghanistan arrived in Greece.68 In August 2021, Greece warned 
the EU was “not ready” for a potential replay of events six years ago.69   

On 16 August, the French President, Emmanuel Macron, said the EU was 
planning a “robust, coordinated and united” response to Afghan refugees. 
This is likely to include harmonised entry criteria.70 

6.3 UK scheme  

The UK has put a block on any deportations to Afghanistan.71

Data on asylum applications to the UK can be found in the Library Briefing, 
Afghanistan statistics: UK deaths, casualties, mission costs and refugees.    

The UK Home Office has announced a resettlement scheme for Afghans. The 
UK intends to resettle around 5,000 Afghan nationals at risk in 2021, and up 
to 20,000 in the longer term. Priority will be given to women and girls, and 
religious and other minorities.72 

The Labour Party has called for “specific and safe” asylum routes to ensure 
Afghan workers who helped UK forces can settle in the UK.73

The UK has previously committed to resettle former Afghan interpreters and 
other locally employed civilians—see the Library’s briefing, Resettlement 
scheme for locally employed civilians in Afghanistan. 

In August 2021, the UK Government announced that UK Chevening 
scholarships for Afghan students would be paused because of the conflict in 

 

65  Reuters, Six EU countries warn against open door for Afghan asylum seekers, 10 August 2021 
66  AP, Germany, Netherlands suspends deportations to Afghanistan, 11 August 2021 
67  Politico, Kurz: Austria won’t take in any more Afghan refugees, 22 August 2021  
68  International Rescue Committee, Afghan refugees and the European refugee crisis, June 2016 
69  Reuters, Greece says EU not ready for new migrant crisis as Afghan conflict grows, 11 August 2021 
70  France 24, Macron says that Afghanistan must not be “sanctuary of terrorism” again, 16 August 2021  
71  The Telegraph, Boris Johnson won’t confirm how many Afghan refugees UK will take, 15 August 2021 
72 Home Office, Bespoke resettlement route for Afghan refugees announced, 18 August 2021  
73  BBC News, Don’t abandon Afghans who helped UK, Labour warns Government, 16 August 2021 

https://apnews.com/article/europe-germany-migration-6e0b7487d1cf274030044ec1fbb0555b
https://www.politico.eu/article/sebastian-kurz-austria-pm-wont-take-in-any-more-afghanistan-refugees-taliban/
https://www.politico.eu/article/sebastian-kurz-austria-pm-wont-take-in-any-more-afghanistan-refugees-taliban/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9298/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/bespoke-resettlement-route-for-afghan-refugees-announced
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9286/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9286/
https://www.reuters.com/world/six-countries-urge-eu-not-stop-deportations-afghanistan-belgium-says-2021-08-10/
https://apnews.com/article/europe-germany-migration-6e0b7487d1cf274030044ec1fbb0555b
https://www.politico.eu/article/sebastian-kurz-austria-pm-wont-take-in-any-more-afghanistan-refugees-taliban/
https://www.rescue-uk.org/sites/default/files/document/1040/15-06-16europeanrefugeecrisis-afghanistanbriefingfinal.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/greece-says-eu-not-ready-new-migration-crisis-2021-08-11/
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210816-live-french-president-macron-addresses-nation-on-afghanistan
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2021/08/15/boris-johnson-wont-confirm-many-afghan-refugees-uk-will-take/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/bespoke-resettlement-route-for-afghan-refugees-announced
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-58229112
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the country. Around 35 people were affected.74 Following criticism, the Prime 
Minister said the Government would try and ensure the students get visas to 
travel to the UK. Students had feared the scholarships would make them 
Taliban targets.75 

Appearing before the Foreign Affairs Select Committee on 1 September, the 
Foreign Secretary, Dominic Raab, said the FCDO helped 58 Chevening 
scholars and their dependents, 268 journalists, 65 women’s rights activists, 9 
judges and others out of Afghanistan prior to the closure of Kabul airport.76 
Nearly 15,000 British nationals, Afghan staff and others at risk were 
evacuated from Kabul since the beginning of Operation Pitting on 13 August 
2021.77 

The FCDO has deployed crisis response staff to countries neighbouring 
Afghanistan to help those seeking to reach the UK. This is in support of 
existing teams in Pakistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.78 

In September, the Foreign Secretary visited Qatar and Pakistan to discuss 
refugees from Afghanistan and prospects to reopen Kabul airport.79 The 
Foreign Office Minister, Lord Ahmad, is due to visit Tajikistan.80 On 1 
September, members of the Foreign Affairs Select Committee had expressed 
criticism of the lack of direct FCDO engagement with neighbouring states 
prior to the fall of Kabul.81 

6.4 Refugees in other countries  

The Canadians have expanded their resettlement scheme to include 20,000 
vulnerable Afghans. “Vulnerable” Afghans include women leaders, human 
rights defenders, journalists, persecuted religious minorities, LGBT+ people 
and family members of previously resettled refugees.82 

Australia will provide 3,000 visas to Afghans as part of its existing 
humanitarian visa programme.83  

 

74  BBC News, UK scholarships for Afghan students paused, 15 August 2021 
75  The Guardian, Boris Johnson intervenes over visas for Afghan students, 15 August 2021 
76  Parliament TV, Foreign Affairs Select Committee, 1 September 2021, at 14:40:11 
77  BBC News, Afghanistan: Boris Johnson vows to help those left behind, 28 August 2021  
78  FCDO Twitter, News-15 crisis response staff are being deployed to countries neighbouring 

Afghanistan […], 1 September 2021  
79  FCDO, Foreign Secretary travels to Qatar on security and safe passage for Afghans, 2 September 

2021; BBC News, Afghanistan: Dominic Raab visits Pakistan in push to help fleeing Afghans, 3 
September 2021 

80 FCDO, Foreign Secretary and Lord Ahmad visit Afghanistan’s neighbours, 2 September 2021  
81 Parliament TV, Foreign Affairs Select Committee, 1 September 2021  
82 Government of Canada, Canada expands resettlement program to bring more Afghans to safety, 13 

August 2021  
83 ABC News, How many Afghan refugees is Australian taking?, 18 August 2021  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/15/boris-johnson-promises-visas-to-afghan-students-amid-taliban-advance
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/44d918e3-3be5-41ae-994b-d6384a554327?in=14:40:11
https://twitter.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1433112599810428929
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2021/08/canada-expands-resettlement-program-to-bring-more-afghans-to-safety.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58219114
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/15/boris-johnson-promises-visas-to-afghan-students-amid-taliban-advance
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/44d918e3-3be5-41ae-994b-d6384a554327?in=14:40:11
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58353726
https://twitter.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1433112599810428929
https://twitter.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1433112599810428929
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-travels-to-qatar-for-talks-on-security-and-safe-passage-for-afghans?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=8fc8523b-5da5-491f-ab39-d1feceb039bf&utm_content=immediately
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58427808
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-and-lord-ahmad-visit-afghanistans-neighbours
https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/44d918e3-3be5-41ae-994b-d6384a554327
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2021/08/canada-expands-resettlement-program-to-bring-more-afghans-to-safety.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-08-19/afghan-refugee-intake-australia-humanitarian-visa-taliban/100388678
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At the request of the US, Uganda, North Macedonia, and Albania have agreed 
to temporarily host 2,000, 450 and 300 refugees, respectively. Kosovo will 
also host Afghan refugees but have not provide details on numbers.84 

Afghanistan’s northern neighbours, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan, 
are expected to receive refugees. In July, Tajikistan said it was preparing to 
take in up to 100,000 refugees.85 

6.5 The need for safe corridors  

Prior to the Taliban’s capture of Kabul, Refugees International called for the 
establishment of a humanitarian corridor out of the country to allow safe 
passage for refugees.86 Human Rights Watch has also urged governments to 
suspend deportations to Afghanistan and prioritise safe access to civilians 
who may be at risk from the Taliban due their past work or status. 87 

UK charities have urged the Government to set out safe and legal routes for 
Afghans to claim asylum in the UK.88 

 

84 Al-Jazeera, Where does the world stand on Afghan refugees?, 19 August 2021  
85  BBC News, Afghanistan: Where will refugees go after Taliban takeover?, 24 August 2021  
86 Refugees International, Statement by Refugees International, 14 August 2021 
87 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan At-risk civilians need evacuation, protection, 13 August 2021 
88  The I, Afghanistan: Brace for refugee crisis or risk more asylum seekers dying at sea, charities tell UK 

Government, 13 August 2021  

https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2021/8/14/statement-by-refugees-international-president-eric-p-schwartz-on-establishing-a-humanitarian-corridor-out-of-afghanistan
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/13/afghanistan-risk-civilians-need-evacuation-protection
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/uk-government-warned-to-brace-for-afghanistan-refugee-crisis-or-risk-more-asylum-seekers-dying-at-sea-1149976
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/uk-government-warned-to-brace-for-afghanistan-refugee-crisis-or-risk-more-asylum-seekers-dying-at-sea-1149976
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