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On 5 May 2004, 52 Q’eqchi indigenous families, who had lived and worked picking coffee on the Chitocán farm for several generations, were forcibly evicted from their homes. For two years, the families had occupied part of the Chitocán farm in the municipality of Cobán, Alta Verapaz, in an effort to pressure their employers to pay them many years worth of their labour entitlements -- annual bonuses, paid holidays and redundancy payment.
Transcript (if available)

FACES OF PEACE 

VOICEOVER: On the morning of 5 May 2004 members of the National Civil Police, acting on the orders of a judge, evicted peasant farmers from Chitocán farm in Alta Verapaz

45 minutes later... 

VOICE OVER: After several minutes of confrontation between peasant farmers and police, the violence become uncontrollable. People on both sides were wounded and overcome by tear gas. The police burned the peasant farmers’homes and belongings.

CHITOCÁN 

PEASANT [male] There were about 3,000 police when they carried out the eviction, they were accompanied by other farm workers we knew who were acting as guides, they burned the houses and everything that was of any use to me in the kitchen.

VOICEOVER: Rodolfo Pocop from CONIC, The National Indigenous and Peasant Confederation gives his opinion about the historical and current rehaznos why peasants like Don Santos are being evicted. 

R. POCOP The thing is that the problem has got worse because of the coffee crisis. These families, over 70 of them, were not paid their wages for six months and have not received the severance payment due to them for the 52 years they have spent working there. 

VOICEOVER: Today Don Santos and his family are living in poverty, the few crops they have are on the farm and they are not allowed to go in and harvest them. Food is becoming more and more scarce. 

PEASANT (female) It hurts me a lot because in the past I looked after my children and gave them three meals a day and now I can’t. They became ill here: one of them has pains in his stomach, as if it’s on fire. He had very little to eat for a long time and now he can’t even drink water. Water and wind come through this place easily. I have to find somewhere else to live. 

Text on the screen at the end: Guatemala’s agrarian problems must be settled peacefully by adopting public policies that encourage development in rural and poor areas of the country
