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 Dear Friends, 

The alarming news from Karachi is that the city government has resumed demolishing structures and houses along Lyari Nadi despite a decision of the Sindh High Court to extend the stay order to March 20, 2002. Some fifty structures were demolished today.

This is likely to continue since despite the court’s stay order since President Musharraf will inaugurate the project on March 23, Pakistan Day as the government’s gift to the people of Pakistan. The biggest number of people, more than 200,000, in the whole history of Pakistan. Unbelievable! 
 The same court had earlier stayed the evictions four times (February 8, 13, 20, and March 7) since the Karachi City government began the evictions on January 21,2002 demolishing some 1,900 houses. The government mobilized thousands of military and paramilitary in a massive show of force.

The government says the Lyari Expressway project will demolish about 13,531 housing units and 1,222 commercial units, 1,348 multistorey structures and 58 places of worship. Some 81,540 people will be affected.

The peoples organization, namely the Lyari Nadi Welfare Association composed of 46 Lyari community groups, say 25,400 houses and 3,600 businesses will be demolished. Some 200,000 people will be affected.

Karachi City Mayor Naimatullah Khan is offering to each family Rs.50,000 compensation and a 80 square yard lot outside the city on a land that is far, without infrastructure and amenities (water,electricity, sewerage, etc). The people say the average cost of a housing unit of 120 square yards in Lyari is Rs 500,000. They will lose their jobs and livelihoods, schools, mosques, and access to clinics and hospitals.

Civil society organizations say the government gave the people short notices and did not consult them. Moreover, the government compensation and resettlement plan is unacceptable and inadequate. The affected families and civil society organizations, including prominent professionals, say the proposed project will not solve, but instead worsen, the problems of the city, including traffic and pollution. Only some developers and the city will stand to benefit from the construction works on which the government will spend about Rs 5 billion. The project will also generate some 1.8 million square yards, with each yard priced at Rs 15,000.

The evictions also violate international agreements such as Habitat II that the government of Pakistan had signed and specific policies issued by President Pervez Musharaff on January 15, 2001 on the resettlement, regularization and upgradation of katchi abadis (slums), including the government requirement of having a environmental impact assessment..

 So please let us show our solidarity with the people of Lyari Nadi in whatever way we can, including sending letters to President Musharraf, Karachi City Mayor Naimatullah Khan and others, writing letters of concern to the media, etc.

Sincerely yours,

Ted Anana

Eviction Watch and Housing Rights Program

Asian Coalition for Housing rights
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Lyari Express Way
Demolition operation restarts despite a stay from High Court
KARACHI: The City Government on Wednesday resumed its operation, aimed at removing structures impeding the proposed Lyari Expressway project, and demolished around 50 community establishments from a one kilometre long strip at the right side of the Lyari River between Gulshan Bridge and Sohrab Goth.
The demolished structures included some residential units. A large number of police personnel were present at the site.
The operation was supervised by Executive District Officer (Revenue) of City Government, Javaid Hanif, Project Director Captain Nasir, Deputy District Officer Salman Faridi and Nazim Gulberg Town, Farooque Naimatullah. The operation would continue also on Thursday.
Earlier, the City Government during its operation, launched on January 21, had removed over 1,900 structures, spread over three kilometers area of the Lyari Riverbed from Mauripur Bridge to Mewa Shah Bridge.
The structures would be removed from 16.5 kilometre long Lyari River, from Mauripur to Shorab Goth. The task of the construction of the Rs 5 billion Lyari Expressway has been assigned to the National Highway Authority and its inauguration is likely to be held on March 23.
(Daily The News 7/03/02)
 Lyari Expressway
Sindh High Court extended stay order up to 20th March
Karachi: The Sindh High Court deferred on Thursday the hearing of four petitions challenging the antiencroachment operation by the city government to clear the way for the Lyari Expressway, to March 20.

A division bench, consisting of Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice S. Ali Aslam Jafery, adjourned the hearing for want of time. however, the bench ordered the continuance of the status quo order granted earlier in favour of the petitioners.

The petitioners moved the High Court as the city government began an operation to remove their houses from the Lyari riverbed for construction of Lyari Expressway. (The Daily Dawn - 08/03/2002)

Work on Lyari Expressway commences
without environmental assessment
By Asadullah
KARACHI: How the government violates its own rules is evident from the Lyari Expressway project, work on which has already begun without submitting an environmental impact assessment to the Environment Protection Agency (EPA). 

According to the Section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, "no proponent of a project shall commence construction or operation unless he has filed with the federal agency an initial environmental examination". 

The very section further binds any proponent of a project to submit an environmental impact assessment (EIA) when the project is likely to cause an adverse environmental effects and has obtained approval from the concerned federal agency. 

In 1989 a group of citizens proposed the Lyari Expressway as an alternative to the Northern Bypass, earlier proposed by the Karachi Master Plan 1975-85. The Expressway was to be an elevated one built over the Lyari River from the port to Sohrab Goth. Later it was decided to build the Expressway along the banks of the river. 

An EPA official said local governments were oblivious to the necessity of such a process. Environmentalists believed that the whole exercise of enforcing the very section of the law pertaining to EIA had been confined to private companies interested in oil and gas exploration in the interior of the province. 

"Since oil and gas exploration can jeopardise life, including wildlife, the companies, mostly off-shore enterprises, are asked to undergo a cumbersome exercise of getting their EIA approved after final public hearing as well," said an EPA official wishing not to be named. 

No such course was taken in case of Lyari Expressway, which is to be completed at an estimated cost of Rs 5 billion in three years. Starting from Sohrab Goth and through 16.5 kilometres along both sides of Lyari River, it is designed to terminate at the Mauripur Bridge. 

Such a huge project will cause 14,000 residential units to be demolished but the Urban Resource Centre believes it ranges between 25,000-30,000. A high-level meeting of the Sindh government held on March 2 learnt of slight changes made in the conceptual alignment of the Expressway on 'technical grounds'. 

Sources in the provincial EPA office disclosed that the original lay-out plan of the Expressway must be finalised after reviewing IEE or EIA of the project as it would be encroached upon the riverbed, causing displacement of large human settlements. 

Protest over the amended designs led to the creation of Lyari Expressway Action Committee. In particular, the proposed lay-out plan and "meagre compensation" for houses is bound to cause further unrest amongst the old Karachiites. 

"We are not opposing the Expressway as per its old satellite map. The map amended in January 2002 is going to cause demolition of 7,500 houses instead of just 84 units in the Hasan Auliya Village, Mianwali Colony, and Jahanabad, in SITE Town-II," said Tariq Aziz of Hasan Auliya Village. "We are convening an all-parties conference on this issue on March 8."

Violating environmental rules and laws on the part of government institutions has become a norm beyond accountability. Diesel-run government vehicles have been virtually given a license to pollute the city and no traffic cop can dare stop them from spreading environmental pollution. 

The Urban Resource Centre (URC) and 42 Lyari community groups opposed this proposal since the Expressway would pass through the residential areas of the city and would cause pollution. The URC has favoured Northern Bypass, which is being launched simultaneously. 

"On completion, it (Northern Bypass) will bring considerable relief to the city and will open up land where the much-needed storage, warehousing, and cargo terminals can be located, along with housing for their labour," Arif Hasan writes in his book, Understanding Karachi. 

Believing that the Northern Bypass would relieve the old city of congestion and perhaps pave the way for its rehabilitation, the URC had favoured it as an alternative to the Expressway. 

Opponents say that the Expressway would pass through the centre of the city, increasing environmental pollution, along with an already congested corridor and that's why expressways are no longer built anywhere in the world through city centres. 

Zahid Farooq of the URC said the dislocation of communities living along the Lyari corridor was not being carried out in line with the government's own housing policy announced in January 2001, which underlines the need for a master plan for the rehabilitation of the displaced people and that too in nearby localities. 

Experts interviewed clarified that they were not opposing the Expressway but the manner in which it was being executed "unilaterally and at times clearly ruling out any public participation in the process". Daily The News 7/3/02

_____________________________
Urban Resource Centre
3/48 Mualimabad Jamal uddin Afghani Road off Khalid Bin Walid Road Karachi 74800 Pakistan 
Tel 92 21 4559275 Fax 92 21 4384288
E-mail urckhi@hinet.net.pk
Web site www.urckarachi.org
and www.achr.net
Lyari Expressway
KARACHI: Sindh High Court extended stay order against demolitions up to 26th April
KARACHI, April 16: When the petitions challenging demolition of settlements to pave the way for the Lyari Expressway came up before a division bench of the Sindh High Court on Tuesday , counsel for PIB Colony Housing Society filed a rejoinder affidavit claiming that allotment had been issued to the Society on October 1, 1948, for 99 years. 
The bench comprised Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Ali Aslam Jaferi. 
Representing the Society, counsel Shaukat Ali Shaikh took the position that the petitioner was not a kutchi abadi because its allotment had been made in 1948, much earlier than the Katchi Abadi Act of 1986. Master plan of the Society was approved by the KMC. 
He submitted that the petitioner, as well as its members, were not encroachers or unauthorized occupants of land of the respondents. 

The petitioner's contention was that allotments were purely legal as the petitioner and its members had legally acquired the land and spent huge amounts to build their houses. 

It was the petitioner's contention that when the project was announced by the KDA in 1986 no objections were raised about the members of the Society, but this time the city government was trying to deprive the petitioner of their basic fundamental rights, without realizing loss to the individuals and, consequently, that of the nation.
This project had not fulfilled requirements of the public, the petitioner maintained, saying the project was commercial in nature as the city government planned to earn more than the cost. The petitioner was of the view that the manner in which the city government was proceeding with the project without final map and survey was not proper.

The petitioner also objected to the offer of 80 square yards-plot in compensation, and said it was not justified as many people had much bigger plots and they had built houses according to approved plan at huge costs.

When the matter came up for consideration, the advocate-general submitted that the National Highway Authority had made a film about the project and requested the bench to view it. The bench agreed on the condition that the petitioners' advocates would also watch the film. 

Accordingly the film was screened in the chambers where counsel Shaikh raised objection about the number of vehicles which are expected to pass through the Expressway. Counsel Fazle Ghani also asked questions about the project.

The AG Sindh, Raja Qureshi, gave an undertaking to provide the required details. The hearing was then adjourned to April 24.

The Lyari riverbed of 100 metres on either side had been encroached upon and about 1.5 million square yards government land was occupied illegally by land mafia.

The project cost has been estimated at Rs4 billion, and it will be completed in 36 months. Funded by the federal government, the first tranche of the project, Rs500 million, allocated in the federal budget, has been released. Sindh High Court extended stay order against demolitions up to 26th April 2002, which is the next date for hearing of this case.

(Daily Dawn 17 April 2002)
_____________________________
Urban Resource Centre
3/48 Mualimabad Jamal uddin Afghani Road off Khalid Bin Walid Road Karachi 74800 Pakistan 
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and www.achr.net
 § Denial of affected people's participation in Master Plan
 
 A. There is no master plan for resettlement.
 
 On 28th February a team of URC and community representatives visited
 proposed relocation sites of Beldia Town and Hawkesbay. This visit
 revealed that the government has not even started demarcating the land where it
 plans to rehabilitate these people, let alone providing them with civic
 amenities like road, water and electricity. More over the Hawkesbay land is
 disputed and even though people have been issued allotment orders, no one will
 get an inch till the matter is resolved. In Beldia Town, most of which has
 already been encroached leaving a mere 20-25 acres. Where as third option of
 Taisar Town, land has not yet been fully transferred from the Board of Revenue.
 
 § Lack of information about their fate
 
 A. On 20th March the city government has promised to provide detail information to the communities on project in a week time but even now two weeks passed no information has given to the communities

 § Failure of the State/city to rehabilitate
 
 A. it will take over ten years for government to rehabilitate
 
 Rs 50,000 (US $ 800) against minimum property value of Rs 500,000 (US $ 8000) Government also promised a land of 80 square yards out side city, where as present settlements are located near their job places

 § Denial of equal access to civil services/infrastructure
 
 A. It will take ten years to develop water supply, electricity and other
 basic facilities in relocation sites.
 
 § Violation of freedom from dispossession
 A. could NOT understand
 
 § Evicting residents despite court order
A. During 15 - 29 March over 67 community establishment were bulldozed despite a stay order from court.
 
 § Dumping evictees in distant locations, far from sources of livelihood
 A. Yes they are being relocated out side the city far away from their present job places.
 

 § Destruction of property without compensation
 A. No compensation for commercial units, which provide jobs to a large number of urban poor families. So far 1967 commercial units were bulldozed leaving over 16000 man and women jobless.
 
 For residential compensation
 Rs 50,000 (US $ 800) against minimum property value of Rs 500,000 (US $ 8000) Government also promised a land of 80 square yards out side city, where as present settlements are located near their job places

 § Failure to prosecute violators, or allow proper adjudication of the right
 § Etc.
 
 2. The public needs to know what the people demand and, therefore, what specific alternatives to support, namely, for example:
 A. Build Northern Bypass (NBP) as priority as an alternative. GOVERNMENT
 IS ALSO NOW BUILDING THE NBP Both project Lyari Expressway and Northern
 Bypass (NBP) serves same purpose, both start from same point and end at same
 place. The cost of NBP is Rs 1.7 Billion and Lyari Expressway is Rs 5 billion
 (excluding resettlement cost. No evictions are involved in NBP.
 
 § The right to remain in their present homes and relocation of Lyari Expressway 
 A. Under president order January 15, 2001 and katchi abadi act no house would be demolished unless they get new built houses.

 
 § Participation in decision making as to their fate
 A. No participation, No public exhibition of the plan or public hearing conducted. Even did not call public objections, which essential for all such projects.
 
 § Relocation to adjacent land with more-adequate space and facilities
 A. Not so traditionally in one house two or three families are living but only on family is getting compensation and alternative land. 80 square yards land is not be sufficient for three families to live together. To construct a 80 aquare yards house Rs 500,000 (US $ 8000) would be required. Government is also hiding the actual number of houses being budllozed. The actual total number is 25,400 besides 3600 commercial units.
 
 § Compensation for their investment in current homes
 A. it is not according to actual market value.
 
 § Prosecution of those violating the antieviction court order
 A. no prosecution
 Etc.
 
 3. Sample letter(s) to the officials (president Musharraf, Karachi mayor, see below
 4. Addresses of the same, given below with sample letter, plus addresses of Pakistan Embassies in major countries where campaigners should write/FAX/email their letters
do not have 
 5. Also it would be helpful if you could convert the Rs amounts into US dollar equivalents, so the readers outside Pakistan could appreciate the 1 US $ = 60 Rs
 

SHC issues another stay against Lyari Expressway

By Akhgar Anwar Awan

KARACHI: On a civil suit filed by 193 residents of Mianwali Colony on the Southern bank of Lyari River, the Sindh High Court has restrained the City government, National Highway Authority (NHA) and other defendants from taking any adverse action against the plaintiffs till further orders.

The suit has been filed by Mst Khursheed Begum and 192 other people in which Karachi city district government and its DCO Shafiq-ur-Rahman Paracha, General Manager National Highway Authority Mian Abdul Haq, Nazim SITE Town, Project Director Lyari Expressway and others have been cited as defendants. The colony with 1,200 house is spread over 50 acres of land, is situated between Mewashah graveyard and Mewashah Bridge on the southern bank of Lyari River.

The plaintiffs have pleaded that KDA had launched its scheme 44, known as Lyari River Development Scheme in 1986, which also envisaged construction of an elevated expressway in the bed of Lyari River. The said scheme did not affect Mianwali Colony, which was a Katchi Abadi at that time. Thereafter, on Dec 31, 1990, the elected council of the then Karachi Metropolitan Corporation adopted a resolution for regularisation of the colony and the colony residents were granted leases. The plaintiffs have also annexed all the lease documents with the main suit.

It was further submitted that later the NHA took over the project and modified its design that brought Minanwali Colony in the alignment of its southern road. They sought declaration of the court that the colony was regularised and that the defendants should either modify the design of the project to exclude the colony from its alignment or pay the lease-holders the price of their land according to its market value.

The government, in its reply, however, opposed the contents of the suit. The Additional Advocate General Sindh Suleman Habibullah submitted that the plaintiffs had obtained the leases through manipulation, influence and misrepresentation to protect their illegal constructions. He said around 1979-80 various governmental authorities had demarcated 500 feet danger zone in Lyari River and the plaintiffs trespassed the zone and set up the colony. He also refuted the statement that design of the project was modified.

He said it was purely a technical project and its design could not be modified in the interest of land grabbers. He pointed out that there were multi-storied buildings and houses and submitted that there was no justification for investing in luxury houses inside the Katchi Abadi on the land of Lyari River. The suit would come up for further haring on a date to be fixed by the office of the SHC.

CONVICTED: An ATC of the city convicted accused Dildar Ahmad, an activist of defunct Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, in two separate cases involving sectarian killings and awarded him death penalty on three counts. His accomplice Muhammad Rashid was convicted in one case and sentenced to transportation for life. Both the convicts had opened fire on the people standing outside Hussaini Blood Bank in Soldier Bazaar and killed Muzafar Kirmani and Nazar Abbas. The ATC-I, headed by Syed Alay Maqbool Rizvi, convicted them in this case. Dildar was sentenced to death on two counts while Rashid was sentenced to life imprisonment on two counts. They were also sentenced to pay Diyat of Rs 175,000 to the legal heirs of each deceased.

According to prosecution of the second case, Dildar was found guilty of murdering Sardar Ali Jaferi on May 15, 2001 in Gulshan-e-Iabal. He was awarded capital punishment and ordered to pay a Diyat of Rs 175,000 to legal heirs of the deceased. Judge Syed Alay Maqbool Rizvi held in the judgments that the prosecution successfully established its allegations against the accused beyond any shadow of doubt. The News 29/4/02

Lyari Expressway affectees hoist black flags

KARACHI:The Action Committee for Civic Problems, on the occasion of inauguration of Lyari Expressway, registered their strong protest by hoisting black flags all along Lyari River. Police, acting promptly, closed all entry and exit routes of different localities and rounded up 20 activists who were later set free.

Meanwhile, the affectees of Lyari Expressway staged a protest meeting at Kashmir Shah Colony, Akbar Road. Speaking on the occasion, Chairman Action Committee for Civic Problems, Basir Naveed lamented that despite assurances by the city and provincial governments of consulting the affected population of Lyari Expressway before launching its construction, nothing has been done so far in this direction.

"Ironically enough, the National Highway Authority, by making some amendments in the original map of the Expressway, has planned to render homeless more than 250,000 people, while as per 2001 plan, only 4,000 persons were expected to be shelterless," he added. Other speakers also pledged to continue resistance to the expressway until their problems were redressed. The News 29/4/02

President performs ground-breaking of Lyari Expressway,

KARACHI: President Pervez Musharraf said that with the progress achieved in the communication sector, not only all parts of Pakistan would be integrated with each other within next three years but the country would also be integrated with the Central Asian states. See details below

KARACHI: President Pervez Musharraf said that with the progress achieved in the communication sector, not only all parts of Pakistan would be integrated with each other within next three years but the country would also be integrated with the Central Asian states. He was speaking as chief guest after performing the ground breaking ceremony of Rs 5 billion 16.6 km long Lyari Expressway and Rs 3 billion 56 km long Northern Bypass, at an impressive ceremony held at the intersection of Mauripur Road and Mirza Adam Khan Road on Saturday.

The ceremony was largely attended, among others, by Federal Communication Minister, Lt Gen (Rtd) Javed Ashraf Kazi, Federal Information Minister, Nisar Ahmed Memon, Sindh Governor, Muhammedmian Soomro and Corps Commander, Lt Gen Tariq Waseem Ghazi. The president, visualising the Pakistan's future in the communication sector, pointed out that in the next 3-4 years the Coastal Highway would be completed, all roads in Northern Areas would link Chitral, Hunza, Kaghan, Gilgit, Skardu valleys with each other. By that time the Northern Bypass would also have been completed and linked with the Coastal Highway and on to the Indus Highway, besides completion of Lyari Expressway, M-1 from Peshawar to Pindi, M-3 from Lahore to Faisalabad and M-4 from Faisalabad to Multan.

Pointing out that no area will be left inaccessible, the president cited the example of Coastal Highway and the road being constructed from Gowadar to Turbat and from Turbat to Mand and said the whole area would turn into an integrated area. He said in the 3-4 years period, Pakistan would have three highways, the National Highway, the existing G T Road and the Indus Highway and when this whole network would be completed, there would come the real integration of Pakistan.

Earlier, speaking on the occasion Sindh Governor, Mohammedmian Soomro said that today is a historic day for Karachiites as the work is being started on two very important projects which were lying in doldrums since years because of lack of interest on the part of previous governments. He said that construction of Expressway and Northern Bypass would help in the provision of basic facilities to people of Karachi. It will remove traffic congestion from city roads, reduce the ratio of accidents and bring pollution under control besides diversion of traffic load.

In his welcome address, the Federal Communication Minister, Lt Gen (Rtd) Javed Ashraf Kazi said that it was a day of delight that President Pervez Musharraf is performing the ground-breaking ceremony of these two projects of great national significance. He said that both Lyari Expressway and Northern Bypass would be completed within 30 months. The News 29/4/02
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KARACHI: NHA ignores past studies on Lyari Expressway 
KARACHI, April 27: For most readers the images of a brigade of bulldozers, wheel loaders and armored personnel carriers threatening unarmed neighborhoods may be something out of a newsreel from the an action flick. ... 


KARACHI: NHA ignores past studies on Lyari Expressway 
By Fahim Zaman Khan 

KARACHI, April 27: For most readers the images of a brigade of bulldozers, wheel loaders and armored personnel carriers threatening unarmed neighborhoods may be something out of a newsreel from the an action flick. But soon it may be a reality, closer to home, as innocent men, women and children are threatened with a similar fate in the heart of the city due to cold-hearted, indiscriminate and wanton manner that we have decided to construct the Lyari Expressway. 

Construction of an expressway over remodelled banks of the Lyari River is an important project for Karachi as it provides the means for checking mounting congestion of northbound heavy vehicle traffic over municipal roads generated at the seaport and industrial areas. The expressway shall also help arrest the ever-increasing encroachments on the riverbed that may all one day get washed away by a monsoon flood. 

After the 1977 floods the federal government directed the Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) to carry out a study to save Karachi from a similar fate in the future. A decade later WAPDA finally submitted extensive recommendations for channelization and construction of high embankments for the Lyari River. 

The city could not find means to implement those recommendations until the toll potential of heavy commercial vehicles destined for upcountry that otherwise remain stuck up for up to thirty-six hours within municipal boundaries offered Karachi a self-sustaining proposition for addressing one of its major problems. 

The project was originally planned by the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and approved at the highest level during 1995. The Frontier Works Organization was employed to conduct a comprehensive design study for KMC based on WAPDA recommendations. 

Like any other infrastructure project construction of Lyari Expressway presents many technical and social problems. Every technical problem has technical solutions but in this case there has been an underlying issue of human settlements in the alignment, some as old as the city itself. The KMC appreciated the resettlement issue and firmed-up reasonable technical solutions; however, the NHA appears to have failed miserably in this regard. 

On the engineering side the NHA picked up the threads of the project where the KMC had left. However after indulging in cheap and quick technical reviews, it seems to have drastically converted the original design parameters into the ones for a highway passing through rural areas needlessly threatening to uproot massive areas of urban settlement. According to the NHA people are resettled everywhere to facilitate construction of infrastructure projects and Karachi has been no exception. "For collective good any sacrifice is justified," they insist. 

The original project, a noteworthy joint effort by the KMC and the FWO appreciated the quantum of human settlements, projected traffic and available space. It was realized that the project offered limited solution for the city's internal traffic. As compared to NHA plans, KMC designs required only half the space or fifteen metres on each side for the two-lane roads and embankment in addition to the bed width recommended by WAPDA. 

To minimize project cost and for other technical reasons, the KMC had recommended construction of passes under most of the bridges offering 5.5-metre clearances recognizing that the height of a typical container laden trailer or a high wall truck is less than 4.5 metres. 

The NHA rejects the concept of underpasses insisting for a 6- metre minimum clearance as per the agency's current design and plans to construct eleven flyovers on each side of the existing bridges. However the advocates of the original plan insist that heavily laden higher than 4.5-metre trucks and trailers in any case, should not be allowed over the Expressway as they will ultimately destroy the road and the 6-metre clearance incorporated in the highway manuals was only required to cater for Pak Railway's new signaling system. 

The KMC also agreed to use WAPDA's option three for retaining walls as it caused minimum disruption of human settlements instead of option one of slopping stone pitched embankments currently adopted by the NHA. According to the plans made public National Highway requires 30 metres of space for each side of the expressway forcing local authorities to uproot a large number of people instead of gaining land. 

The NHA plan also tends to miss out that eleven very long flyovers built on each side of a 16-Kilometre highway shall not only be very expensive but also very, very difficult for our trucks and trailers to ply. The original KMC plans had therefore envisaged a slightly sunken highway to avoid punishing gradients for such heavily laden traffic an unnecessary roller-coaster ride. 

In terms of social cost the worst injury that the NHA inflicts is by opting for sloping embankments, wider road reservations and extra interchanges encroaching upon existing settlements. Whereas the project may have required entries and journey terminations at Mauripur road and Sohrab Goth with emergency exits along the route depending upon existing infrastructure and population density of the adjoining areas. 

The NHA proposes construction of four massive interchanges designed for high-speed transfer of fast-moving traffic from another highway as in Europe or the USA. At least the ones near Lasbela Bridge and Liaquatabad No 10 has no justification for a city bypass, that shall destroy hundreds of homes in a politically sensitive area. 

There may be many problems with the NHA plan but being a federal agency it cannot be blamed for being insensitive to the Karachi's social realities. WAPDA study titled 'Flood control plan for Karachi' finalized and submitted to the government of Sindh on March 6, 1991, the two volumes of FWO feasibility conducted for the KMC during November 1995, detailed drawings finalized by the Corporation during early 1996, or the undertaking for voluntary removal of their abodes falling in the alignment by 'Lyari Naadi Residents Association', all lie in defunct KMC files. The City Government administration was shown and also offered copies of studies and documents that they may be untraceable but unfortunately there have been no takers. 

The provincial government and the local military command seem to have neither an understanding nor an interest in getting into needless details of a project that appears doomed. The NHA, however, continues to demonstrate a capability for shutting up everyone else, claiming all clearances and approvals from the chief executive secretariat. Dawn 28/4/02
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