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Case PAL–FEDN 270807
Jordan Valley, occupied Palestinian territory:  Israel's ethnic cleansing program continues
House/village demolition, forced eviction, dispossession, 

use of force, deprivation of the means of subsistence and ethnic cleansing
The Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN), a thematic group of Habitat International Coalition (HIC) Members, has received information from local organizations, including Stop the Wall Coalition, about consistently increasing housing and land rights violations in the Jordan Valley. The disturbing news requires your URGENT ACTION. 
Brief description

Since the start of the summer of 2007, the Israeli government has stepped up its efforts to cleanse the Jordan Valley of its indigenous Palestinian inhabitants, most recently adding the Bedouin villages of al-Hadidiya and Humsa to a long list of towns to be eliminated. (See previous HLRN Urgent Action on the Jordan Valley at: http://www.hlrn.org/cases_files/PAL-DN%20280507-full.doc ).  Between 09:00 and 10:00 am on 14 August 2007, the Israeli government began its destruction of al-Hadidiya with the demolition of two homes, belonging to `Abdullah Hafiz Yusuf Bani `Udah and `Abdullah Husain Bisharat, including their animal enclosures.
 The residents were given only 5 minuts to collect their belongings. Five days later, Government forces returned and destroyed four more homes and two water tanks, the only source of water for the village's residents. 
Two weeks later, at 8:00 am on 23 August 2007, ten military jeeps and a bulldozer razed al-Hadidiya, leaving its residents, including children, without shelter from the scorching August sun. In addition to leaving the residents homeless, Israeli authorities sought to force villagers away from their native lands by confiscating portable water tanks, the only source of water for many residents. Villagers who have been the most outspoken about the Israeli Government's illegal actions have been the most brutalized in the recent cycle of the cleansing campaign. For their part, the Israeli occupation authorities in the Jordan Valley have stated that the residents of al-Hadidiya and Humsa were living in a “closed military” zone and, as such, needed to be removed for their “own safety.” This is in contradiction to the fact that the illegal Jewish settler colony of Roi, which occupies part of al-Hadidiya's lands, and, therefore, also is within the alleged 'military zone' remains intact and untouched. The expulsion of the villagers of al-Hadidiya and Humsa will add nearly 200 more to the six million Palestinian refugees already driven from their lands. The Israeli governement has stepped up the pressure on the villagers since the start of 2007, yet, Israel policies aimed at the annexation of the Jordan Valley and the expulsion of its Palestinian population commenced immediately after the start of the Occupation of the West Bank in 1967. Parts of the Libqa’a plains, where al-Hadidiya and Humsa are located, were declared military closed zones or military training areas, others were swallowed by settlement construction.
The cycles of ethnic cleansing currently taking place in the Jordan Valley are part of the concerted efforts of the PM Ehud Olmert Government to illegally to expand Israel's territories and Judaize the land by forcibly maintaining a Jewish majority. In a television interview with PM Olmert recorded on 7 February 2006, he announced his plans unilaterally to draw final borders for Israel, which includes the complete annexation of the Jordan valley so as to leave any future Palestinian state in the West Bank completely surrounded by Israel and without direct link to any of its Arab neighbours.
 Then Israeli Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz supported Olmert's goal, announcing that: "If we won't be able to reach agreed-upon borders, we will operate in a different way, which it is not appropriate to detail now ... we don't need to wait for someone else to impose our fate. In the coming years, and I'm talking about a few years, the final borders of the state of Israel will be set down, and the future of most of the settlements in [the West Bank] and the Jordan Valley will be decided in these two years."
 
Background Information

Since these statements almost two years ago, the Israeli government has implemented several simultaneous plans to annex as much Palestinian land as possible, including the ethnic cleansing Palestinian villages and the construction of the Apartheid wall. Palestinians, as well as many local and international organizations, understand the Wall construction as a tactic of Israel’s strategy to annex more Palestinian territory and natural resources. One UN official described Israel's actions as "…establishing its borders and setting facts on the ground before a peace agreement is reached with the Palestinians."
 The Jordan Valley comprises 28% of the West Bank or 2,400km2, of which 455.7 km2 is considered “closed military areas,” 1655.5 km2 will be controlled by settlements, and 243 km2 has been confiscated along the border with Jordan.
 This leaves only 45 km2, or 2%, of the Jordan Valley for Palestinians. Before Israel’s 1967 invasion of the West Bank, Palestinians used the Jordan River waters through 140 pumping units, all of which Israel either confiscated or destroyed during and after that war. In addition, Israel foreclosed the large, irrigated Jordan Valley areas used by Palestinians, determining them to be “military zones,” some of which Israel later transferred to Israeli settlers.
 
In addition, since the 1970s, Israel has established 26 settlements and five Naval Brigade encampments, comprised of 7,500 settlers on this segment of Palestinian territory.
 Israel has invested $24 million in "development" projects in 2003–05, with another $19 million allotted 2006–08.
 Seven permanent checkpoints in the area, in addition to flying checkpoints that have aimed to prevent Palestinians from accessing their lands and sources of income. Consequently, the intricate network of checkpoints, permits, and military orders effectively have laid siege on the neighbouring West Bank communities and territory. In May 2005, Israeli military orders prohibited any entry into the Jordan Valley area except by registered residents of towns in the Valley and Palestinian workers with Israel-issued permits.
 Israel's separation policies also have extended to prohibiting private Palestinian vehicles from using Route 90, which main traffic artery runs the length of the Jordan Valley and connects the West Bank to Jericho and the Allenby Bridge, linking the West Bank to Jordan.
 Economically, these violations of freedom of movement deprive Palestinians of their means of subsistence, thus plunging the Valley's 53,000 Palestinians into deeper poverty.

Timeline

1967–97

After the start of the Occupation of the West Bank in 1967, Israel commenced policies aimed at the annexation of the Jordan Valley and the expulsion of its Palestinian population. Since then, Israel had declared parts of the Libqiya plains, where al-Hadidiya and Humsa are located, to be military closed zones or military training areas. Construction of Israel settler colonies has swallowed other adjacent lands. Consequently, the Palestinian inhabitants have faced land theft, prohibitions from allowing animals to graze on their land, destruction of homes and water wells, the confiscation of sheep and repeated orders to leave the area.

1997 

Occupation forces issue families living in al-Hadidiya with eviction orders, as the Israeli forces consider it to be a closed military area. 

2001

An Israeli court issues a ruling to allow the community to stay. The Roi settlers petition the court to remove the community of al-Hadidiya, claiming that they pose a potential threat to the security of the Israeli settlers. 

1 November 2006

The Israeli High Court issued a ruling to evict the entire community by 10 February 2007. The residents of al-Hadidiya appealed the order, which resulted in a temporary stay of eviction for two months (until 10 April 2007).

January 3 

The Israeli High Court issues an eviction order for residents of al Hadidiya in the Jordan Valley after ruling that the village’s population constitutes a threat to the security of residents of the Roi settlement. 

29 July 2007

Israeli soldiers confiscate a tractor and water tank belonging to Ahmad Abdallah Hafidh Bani `Udah, from al-Hadidiya. They told him that they would return his property if he abandoned the village. Al-Hadidiya residents report that occupation forces have been attempting to push them out of the village by restricting their access to water.

3 August 2007

Amnesty International issues an urgent call to action on the threat to al-Hadidiya.

4–6 August 2007

Occupation forces issue a military order to the villagers that they must leave their homes, or face removal by force. Al-Hadidiya villagers inform the Palestinian Grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign that the occupation forces have confirmed that they will evict them if necessary by force. UN OCHA confirms the information.

8 August 2007

A wave of demolition of tents, water tanks and other structures begins in the Jordan Valley. Al-Hadidiya and Humsa face imminent attack.

13 August 2007

Occupation forces bulldoze two structures in al-Hadidiya.

23 August 2007 

At around 08:00 am, ten military jeeps and a bulldozer arrive in al-Hadidiya and demolish three barns belonging to `Abdullah Husain Bisharat, along with his house, and confiscated a water tank. Israeli occupation forces (IOF) confiscate a tractor belonging to his son, Salah `Abdullah Husain Bisharat. Isreali forces also destroy the house and two sheds belonging to a third villager, `Abdullah Hafidh Sharat.
Duty Holders
The Israeli government is the primary duty holder. Its dispossession of the indigenous Palestinians in this currently targeted territory is carried out through its political, judicial and security institutions, illegally annexing indigenous Palestinians’ land, water and natural resources; preventing their access to their means of subsistence and vital resources; and conducting the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians for benefit of its colonizing Jewish population. Israeli parastatal institutions—especially the Jewish National Fund (JNF) and World Zionist Organization (WZO)—also have been supporting, funding, cooperating and/or initiating these illegal actions. That belies the WZO and JNF self-promoted international public pretence as nongovernment and charitable institutions. The JNF and WZO, as parastatal organizations legislatively linked to the State of Israel, their essential, chartered purpose is to implant and expand settler colonies  throughout the oPts, announcing and collecting contributions for more, despite “disengagement” projections, international public law prohibitions and the 2004 International Court of Justice opinion. In the United States alone, the JNF raised $52 million (tax-exempt) last year. It holds 13% of all land in Israel’s control and explicitly prohibits the sale or lease of land to non-Jews. In occupied Palestine, settler colonies in the Jordan Valley grew most through 2005, aided by the ongoing program of the WZO Settlement Department and its affiliates, providing generous incentives to young Israeli settler couples.

Critique of the Official Reasons

The State of Israel, its elected government, its military forces, and its concerned parastatal institutions, including WZO and JNF, bear the duty to uphold binding international humanitarian and human rights norms in their treatment of the civilian population, especially including refugees. Compliance with these rules also applies to private parties, which the State is required to regulate in order to avoid contributing to violations. The Government and State of Israel is duty bound to respect, protect and fulfil the rights of civilians under its jurisdiction and effective control.
Legal Aspects

International Human Rights and Humanitarian Treaty Violations

As a standard of international customary law, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms in all circumstances that “Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others...” and that “No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his [or her] property.” Further, the arbitrary deprivation of legal remedy contradicts also Israel’s treaty obligation under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) to respect and protect human life, even in time of public emergency. 

These well-reported Israeli military practices also violate Palestinian inhabitants’ human right to adequate housing; i.e., the right of every woman, man and child to gain and sustain a secure place and community in which to live with peace and dignity. Targeted house demolitions represent a grave breach of humanitarian law, while the destruction and resulting forced evictions constitute a gross violation of human rights. Moreover, attacks on infrastructure especially violate housing rights provisions regulating accessibility, habitability and access to public goods and services, including drinking water, sanitation and energy. 

The IOF generally do not inform the inhabitants in advance of individual house demolitions, do not allow inhabitants a chance to salvage their possessions or furniture, and the IOF do not provide required alternative housing or compensation to victims. As such, the IOF especially violates the affected Palestinians’ entitlements to security of tenure and freedom from dispossession; and rights to participation and self-expression; physical security; and adequate reparations for violations and losses. All of these rights and entitlements are elements of the human right to adequate housing as recognized in international law, including minimum obligations that Israel bears under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which it ratified on 3 January 1992.
 
Under the two Covenants (ICCPR and ICESCR), Israel bears a treaty-bound obligation to respect, protect, promote and fulfil these positive human rights and entitlements in an environment of self-determination, nondiscrimination, gender equality, rule of law, international cooperation, and nonregressivity.

The State also breaches its obligations under the International Covenant for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), both in general and specifically Article 5(e)(iii) (the right to housing), which treaty it ratified on 2 February 1979. In November 2001, the UN Committee reviewing the Convention against Torture (CaT) specifically cited Israel’s conduct of house demolition as a form of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and/or punishment. Israel ratified the CaT treaty on 2 November 1991, accepting its international duty to uphold the human right to freedom from torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and/or punishment. 
Such Israeli practices in the oPt also violate the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), which the international community frequently has reaffirmed as de jure applicable, and which prohibits destruction of civilian (private and public) properties, collective punishment and targeting civilians (Articles 33, 53, 49 and 47). The destruction and appropriation of property not justified by military necessity also constitutes a grave breach under Article 147. 

While Israel has disputed the repeated international affirmation of the Fourth Geneva Convention’s de jure application, the State has accepted that The Hague Regulations (1907), embodying similar prohibitions, form part of Israel’s domestic law.
 The reported destructive acts do not meet requirements of military necessity, required under humanitarian law. 
Finally, it is worth noting that the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court defines war crimes and crimes against humanity to include both “population transfer” (art. 7[1][d] and 7[2][d]) and the “extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly” as (art. 8, 2.a [iv]).

Action Requested:
Please write to the Israeli authorities, international officials, and/or your local politicians and media personnel demanding that:

1. Israel cease its illegal actions against indigenous Palestinians and that the case of the people of al- Hadidiya be given immediate attention;
2. Israel’s parastatal organizations (WZO and JNF) registered and operating internationally be correctly treated as foreign agents (representing a foreign State), and not as charitable organizations;
3. and that both Israel and its parastatal organizations be held accountable for their conduct both in Palestine and internationally.
********************************************************************************************************************
Please see the attached Sample Letters.

Kindly inform HLRN of any action undertaken quoting the code of this appeal in your reply to: urgentactions@hlrn.org 

*********************************************************************************************************************
Addresses of Duty Holders:

In Israel

Ehud Olmert 

Prime Minister of Israel 

Prime Minister's Office 

3 Kaplan St., Qiryat Ben Gurion
P.O. Box 187
Jerusalem 91919
Tel: 
+972 (0)2 670–5555
Fax: 
+972 (0)2 651–2631 

Website: http://www.pmo.gov.il
E-mail: pm_eng@pmo.gov.il
Ronald S. Lauder, president

Jewish National Fund

JNF-USA Headquarters
42 East 69th Street
New York NY 10021, United States
Tel: +1 (888) 563–0099
Email: communications@jnf.org 
For International offices, please see: http://www.jnf.org.au/index.cfm?Action=links 
Boaz Herman, director

World Zionist Organization

633 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10017

Tel: +1 (212) 339–6063

Fax: +1 (212) 318–6145

E-mail: aliyahny@jafi.org   
For international offices, please see: http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/delegations/
Jim Schiller, president
Jewish Agency

Tel: +1 (212) 318–6100
Fax: +1 (212) 935–3578
Email: azmpresident@comcast.net  

For international offices, please see: http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Home/Jewish+Agency+Resources/JAFI+WZO+Related+Sites/WZO/Federations/United+States+of+America 
Israeli Missions Abroad
Please contact the Israeli mission nearest you protesting Israel's actions. For a full listing of mission, visit: 

http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/mfa/about%20the%20ministry/diplomatic%20missions/Web%20Sites%20of%20Israeli%20Missions%20Abroad
International Officials

H.E. Ban Ki-Moon 
UN Secretary-General 

UN Headquarters

UN Plaza

New York NY 10017, United States

E-mail: ecu@un.org, coi@un.org 


H.E. Sheikha Haya Rashed al-Khalifa
President of the UN General Assembly
United Nations Headquarters
Conference Building
New York NY 10017, United States

Tel: 
+1 (212) 963–2486, 963–5067
Fax: 
+1 (212) 963–3301, 963–3133
E-mail: presidentga61@un.org
José Manuel Barroso

Office of the President

European Commission

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail:
sg-web-president@ec.europa.eu 

Hans-Gert Poettering
President of European Parliament 

Rue Wiertz
PHS 11B011
Brussels 1042, Belgium
Tel: 
+32 (0)2 284–9769

Fax: 
+33 (0)3 88 17 9769 

E-mail: hpoettering@europarl.eu.int 

hans-gert.poettering@europarl.europa.eu 

sg-registre@cec.eu.int; sg-plaintes@cec.eu.int; Futurum@cec.eu.int
Luis Moreno-Ocampo 

Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court 
P.O. Box 19519
The Hague 2500 CM, Netherlands
Tel. +31 (0)70 515–8515 
Fax +31 (0)70 515–8555 

Email: opt.informationdesk@icc-cpi.int 
Thomas Hammarberg

Commissioner for Human Rights

European Commission

Council of Europe

Strasbourg 67075 Cedex, France
 Tel: 
+33 (0)3 88 41 34 21
Fax: 
+33 (0)3 90 21 50 53

E-mails: commissioner@coe.int
[Sample letter for Israeli officials]

Dear Sir:

We are profoundly disturbed by news from Habitat International Coalition’s Housing and Land Right Network (HLRN) and local Palestinian organisations about the evictions, mass land expropriation, deprivation and ethnic cleansing of the indigenous inhabitants of the Jordan Valley. 
The State of Israel and, by extension, its parastatal organizations, the World Zionist Organization (WZO) and Jewish National Fund (JNF), bear the duty to uphold norms of applicable international humanitarian and human rights law as minimum guidelines for their treatment of the indigenous Palestinian civilian population, including refugees. The State has assumed these duties, including by way of its treaty ratifications and affirmations mentioned below. By extension, compliance with these rules also is required of private parties to avoid contributing to the situation that leads to certain violations.
The recent land expropriations and demolitions in the villages of al-Haddidiya and Humsa and, previously, in Tubas, al-Hadidya, al-Aqaba, and al-Nu'man, simultaneously have produced the most-recent victims and are of international concern.
The practices violate the inhabitants’ human right to adequate housing; i.e., the right of all women, men and children to gain and sustain a secure place to live in peace and dignity. House demolitions represent a gross human rights violation and a violation of the international human rights and humanitarian norms, especially provisions regulating adequacy, nondiscrimination and military necessity. It is worth noting that the Israeli occpuation forces (IOF) generally do not inform the inhabitants in advance of demolition, and do not allow or give them a chance to salvage possessions or furniture. Of course, the IOF do not provide alternative housing or compensation either. As such, they especially violate the peoples’ entitlements to security of tenure; livelihood; freedom from dispossession; participation and self-expression; physical security; and adequate compensation for violations and losses. All are elements of the human right to adequate housing as recognized in international law. It should be noticed here that Israel bears a treaty-bound obligation to respect, defend, promote and fulfil these entitlements in an environment of self-determination, nondiscrimination, gender equality, rule of law, international cooperation, and nonregressivity.

Specifically, the Israeli authorities have breached their treaty obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which Israel ratified on 3 January 1992. The State has been derelict in its obligations as elaborated in the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights General Comments Nos. 4 and 7 on the human right to adequate housing, including protection from forced eviction. Israel also has been specifically condemned by the Committee reviewing the Convention against Torture (CaT) at the end of 2001, when recognising for the first time house demolition as a form of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and/or punishment. Israel ratified that Convention on 2 November 1991. The State flagrantly breaches its obligations, inter alia, under the International Covenant for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), both in general and specifically Article 5(e)(iii), which treaty it ratified on 2 February 1979. 

Also, it is worth noting that the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court defines both “population transfer” (art. 7(1)(d) and 7(2)(d)) and the “extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly” as war crime (art. 8, 2.a (iv)).

We call on you to carry out your duty within the norms and standards required of States. 

To avoid further violations and senseless destruction of human life and property ensure: 

1. Immediately halt impending evictions;
2. Providing full reparation for all affected persons and communities, so as to enable the inhabitants to rebuild their houses and other structures, while Israel government ensures their access to basic infrastructure and planning, thereby restoring the community;

3. Prosecute and bring to justice those individuals responsible for these grave breaches and gross violations.
We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter and look forward to hearing from you about your remedial response.

Sincerely,

[Name of sending organization and contact information]

[Sample letter to international officials]

Dear Sir/Madam:

We are profoundly disturbed by news from Habitat International Coalition’s Housing and Land Right Network (HLRN) and local Palestinian organisations about the evictions, mass land expropriation, and ethnic cleansing against the residents of the Jordan Valley.

The State of Israel and, by extension, its parastatal organizations, the WZO and JNF, bear the duty to uphold norms of applicable international humanitarian and human rights law as minimum guidelines for their treatment of the indigenous Palestinian civilian population, including refugees. The State has assumed these duties, including by way of its treaty ratifications and affirmations mentioned below. By extension, compliance with these rules also is required of private parties to avoid contributing to the situation that leads to certain violations.
While Israeli aggression is widespread, serial and continuous against the Palestinians there since 1967, the residents of the Bedouin villages of al-Hadidiya and Humsa are its most recent victims.
Between 09:00 and 10:00 am on 14 August 2007, the Israeli Government began its destruction of al-Hadidiya with the demolition of two homes, belonging to Abdullah Hafidh Yusuf Bani `Udah and `Abdullah Husain Bisharat, including their animal enclosures.
 The residents were given only five minutes to collect their belongings before the demolition. Five days later, Government forces returned and destroyed four more homes and two water tanks, the only source of water for the village's residents. 
Two weeks later, at 08:00 am on 23 August 2007, ten Israeli military jeeps arrived with a bulldozer, razing al-Hadidiya and leaving its residents, including children, without shelter from the scorching August sun. In addition to leaving the residents homeless, portable water tanks, the only source of water for many residents, were also confiscated in an effort to force them away from their native lands. Villagers who have been the most outspoken about the Israeli government's illegal actions have been the most brutalized in the recent cycle of the ethnic-cleansing campaign. For their part, the Israeli occupation authorities in the Jordan Valley have stated that the residents of al-Hadidiya and Humsa were living in a “closed military” zone and, as such, needed to be removed for their “own safety.” This is in contradiction to the fact that the illegal Jewish settler colony of Roi, which occupies part of al-Hadidiya's lands, and, therefore, also is within the alleged “military zone” remains intact and untouched. The expulsion of the villagers of al-Hadidiya and Humsa will add nearly 200 more to the six million Palestinian refugees already driven from their lands. The Israeli governement has stepped up the pressure on the villagers since the start of 2007, yet, Israeli policies aimed at the annexation of the Jordan Valley and the expulsion of its Palestinian population commenced immediately after the start of the occupation of the West Bank in 1967. Parts of the Libqa’a plains, where al-Hadidiya and Humsa are located, were declared military closed zones or military training areas, others have been swallowed by settlement construction.
The cycles of ethnic cleansing currently taking place in the Jordan Valley are part of the concerted efforts of the Ehud Olmert Government illegally to expand Israel's territories and Judaize the land by forcibly maintaining a Jewish majority. In a television interview, recorded on 7 February 2006, Olmert announced his plans to unilaterally draw final borders for Israel, which includes the complete annexation of the Jordan valley so as to leave any future Palestinian state in the West Bank completely surrounded by Israel and without direct link to any of its Arab neighbours.
 Then Israeli Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz supported Olmert's goal, announcing that: "If we won't be able to reach agreed-upon borders, we will operate in a different way, which it is not appropriate to detail now...we don't need to wait for someone else to impose our fate. In the coming years, and I'm talking about a few years, the final borders of the state of Israel will be set down, and the future of most of the settlements in [the West Bank] and the Jordan Valley will be decided in these two years."
 
These practices represent a violation of the de jure-applicable Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), which prohibits destruction of civilian properties, collective punishment and targeting civilians (articles 33, 53, 49 and 47). The extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity is also considered a grave breach under Art. 147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
The practices reported also violate the inhabitants’ human right to adequate housing; i.e., the right of all women, men and children to gain and sustain a secure place to live in peace and dignity. House demolitions represent a gross human rights violation and a violation of the international human rights and humanitarian norms, especially provisions regulating adequacy, nondiscrimination and military necessity. It is worth noting that the Israeli occupation forces (IOF) generally do not inform the inhabitants in advance of demolition, and do not allow or give them a chance to salvage possessions or furniture. Of course, the IOF do not provide alternative housing or compensation either. As such, the IOF especially violate the peoples’ entitlements to security of tenure; livelihood; freedom from dispossession; participation and self-expression; physical security; and adequate compensation for violations and losses. All are elements of the human right to adequate housing as recognized in international law. It should be noticed here that Israel bears a treaty-bound obligation to respect, defend, promote and fulfil these entitlements in an environment of self-determination, nondiscrimination, gender equality, rule of law, international cooperation, and nonregressivity.

Specifically, the Israeli authorities have breached their treaty obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which Israel ratified on 3 January 1992. The State has been derelict in its obligations as elaborated in the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights General Comments Nos. 4 and 7 on the human right to adequate housing, including protection from forced eviction. Israel also has been specifically condemned by the Committee reviewing the Convention against Torture at the end of 2001, when recognising for the first time house demolition as a form of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and/or punishment. Israel ratified CAT on 2 November 1991. The State flagrantly breaches its obligations, inter alia, under the International Covenant for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), both in general and specifically Article 5(e)(iii), which treaty it ratified on 2 February 1979.
Also, it is worth noting that the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court defines both “population transfer” (art. 7(1)(d) and 7(2)(d)) and the “extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly” as war crime (art. 8, 2.a (iv)).

Finally, it is important to highlight the recent rejection by ECOSOC's NGO Committee of the JNF's application for UN consultative status as a”'nongovernmental organization”. The Committee found the JNF’s activities to be inconsistent with the UN Charter and lacking sufficient independence of a UN Member State. 
In order to avoid further violations and senseless destruction of human life and habitat, we call on you to urge Israel to uphold its legal obligations by support this action to: 

1. Publicly condemn Israeli actions; 

2. Ensure that Israel upholds its treaty obligations;

3. Guarantee the security and safety of the occupied Palestinian people;

4. Consider the WZO and JNF properly as agents of the State of Israel, and not as charitable organizations;

5. Hold both Israel and its parastatal organizations, the WZO and JNF, accountable for their actions both internationally and in Palestine.

We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter, and look forward to hearing from you about your constructive response.

Please be assured of our highest consideration.

Sincerely,

[Name of sending organization and contact information]
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