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On 8 January 2019, 1,000 families from Mzaro Farm in Masvingo West were served eviction orders
signed by the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water, Climate and Rural Resettlement. The deadline for
eviction was set for seven days later, on 15 January 2bftfvever, as of 4 February 2019 the
inhabitants remain on their land.

The order cited violation of section 3 of the Gazetted Lands (Consequential Provisions) Act Chapter
20:28, claiming that residents are occupying land without lawful authority. Mas\Pngeincial Affairs
Minister Cde Ezra Chadzamira blamed village leaders and land officials who illegally parceled out state
lands to residents in return for kickbacks, urging those who paid for land to report those people to the
police as it is unlawful teell land in Zimbabwe.
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land reform programand have built permanent structures adine land. Some villagers insist that they

already have regularized their residency with the Ministry and pay tax€se government has not

offered compensation or alternative location for resettlement.

The land in question is in the catchment area of the Mutirikwi Dam. Chadzamira has stated that the
primary target for eviction are those who settled illegally around major dams, in order to prevent

further siltation of the reservoirs, which the governmepiames on overpopulation and uncontrolled

land settlement: According to a village leadespmecommunitymemberssettled at Mzaro Farrprior
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currently resideat a prescribed distance from the catchment area.

In a similar incident irChiredzi District, the Ministry of Lands along with the local District Administrator
plan to resettle over 10,000 people in Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara Wasara,
Chegwite,and properties in the Save Valley Conservaficgvanga, MasapasAngus and MukaziJhe
planned operation will target foeviction those who do not hold offer letters and otherwise settled

YdadaiANR ] 6A Aft S3I t TheaHinld(22SnmEary R016) Saht®Amndninkrald/ca. sw/mutirikwiillegak
settlersface-eviction/.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_reform_in_Zimbabwe
https://www.herald.co.zw/mutirikwi-illegal-settlers-face-eviction/
https://www.herald.co.zw/mutirikwi-illegal-settlers-face-eviction/

without government authorizatiod. The evictions are cited as qeired because the settlement
contravenesSection 3 of the Gazedtl Lands Act Chapter 20:28 directive through the Ministry of Lands,
Agriculture, Water, Climate and Rural Resettlemeaviinister Chadzamira confirmed that more than
2000 families are facing evictioh.

Angus is a Dutebwned property. The Dutch ambassador Zimbabwe has indicated that no further
Dutch investments would be made in the country as long as the Zimbabwean inhabits remain on the
land, thus, pressuring the Zimbabwe government to remove the residents. The 2000 land reform has
caused numerous mulateral and diplomatic problems beyond national bordérs.

Residents at Mzaro Farms were the first to be served eviction notices in Masvingo Provirere
several thousand residents now face evictidn. Mwenzei District, Zimbabwe Bio Energy (ZBE) is
threatening to evict 2,713 households from lands on Naunetsi Ranch, which they received as
compensation in 2014 after their relocation due to construction of the Tekdukosi Dam in Masvingo.

The eviction would clear land for an ethanol plant to be byitZBE, owners of the RantBurrently,

the company is fencing all its property, includiagds used by residents for grazing, and is preventing
residents from using dip tanks and accessing other water sources. The community now relies on 35
boreholes thapump only saline (nopotable) water®

Recent evictions have alsmcurred in Bindura district iMashonaland Central Province/here scores

of farmers have been removed from their residencies on Claverhill North farm have been living in a
makeshift sgatter tent for three months. The farm, which had previously belonged to Kingsway
Community Church, had recently been taken over by new owhers.

In yet another recent case,@ambers of a community of 1,000 familiedo were evicted from Marange
diamondfield in the Mutare district of Manicaland Provin@nd relocated to Ardu Transan Odzi(32

km west of Mutare townpeginning in 2010 havexperiencedhreats of attack by unidentified persons
whom the victims believe are agents of Central Intelligence Organisation, the state security apparatus.
On relocation, the families were promised compensation of homes and agricultural land, which they did
not recave. Thecommunity is currently taking the government to court over their eviction and
entitlementd based oA Yo I 6 6 SQ&  w delsl(Frotegtibnyfrém EviciGnilzt &f June 2001,
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http://www.masvingomirror.com/2019/01/16000-llegatsettlersface-eviction.html?m=1
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https://news.pindula.co.zw/2019/01/29/ove-000-familiesin-chiredziface-evictionafter-settling-illegallyon-state-land/.

* See FARM SEIZURES CONTINUE: SADC RULING AND BIPPAS PROVIDE NO PROTEGMIORrdrakive Harare to
Australia Canberra | Central Intelligence Agency | Defense Intelligence Agency | Ethiopia Addis Ababa | Germany Berlin |
Ghana Accra | Jot Analysis Center Molesworth | Kenya Nairobi | National Security Council | Secretary of State | Senegal
Dakar | Southern African Development Community | Uganda Kampala | United Nations (Geneva) | United States European
Command, 30 January 2009, lattps://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/O9HARARE72 a.html
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victimsbe-relocatedagain

®a/ KAY3IgAT A GAf t I 3 SNewsday(R8ISnualy OLB) KaBtiNs:/8vdinénéday2ey. Z#2019/01/chingwizi
villagersfacefurther-eviction/.

Ta9@A00SR Tl N)Y S Hitnbabwe BrBaddasfing (CéroratihBshyUaRy 2019), abttp://www.zbc.co.zw/evicted
farmerslive-in-the-open/.
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https://www.dailynews.co.zw/articles/2019/01/24/ardéransaufamiliesdrag-govtto-court.

® Rural Land Occupiers (Protection from Eviction) Actr{d 2001), athttp://www.veritaszim.net/node/210Q
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which wasreplaced byboth the LandAcquisition Acf and theformer/ 2 y & (i A Sedidni188} &a
referred to in the new 2013 Constitutioand the present Constitutions provisionssections 72 (Rights
to agricultural landland 74 (Freedom from arbitrary evictiorffhe MarangeArdu Transau community
believesthe intimidation they are experiencing to be related to the case.

Zimbabwe

s |nternational boundary

=== Province boundary
% National capital
(0] Province capital
~+—+—+ Railroad
Road

The cities of Bulawayo and Harare
have status equal to that of a province.

0 25 50 75 Kilometers
|t

0 25 50 75 Miles
Lambert Conformal Conic Projection, SP 1651228

% and Acquisition Act of 26 February 2018 (Chapter 20:1Mttpsk://zimlii.org/zw/legishtion/act/2017/12.
! Constitution of Zimbabwe as amended at the 14 September 2005 (up to and including Amendment No. 17), at:
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/text.jsp?file_id=214484



https://zimlii.org/zw/legislation/act/2017/12
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/text.jsp?file_id=214484

State Obligations

Since 2000, according to the Habitat International CoalitioHousing and Land Rights Violation
Databasemore than 736,000 people have been forcibly evicted in Zimbabwe. However, this is an
incomplete figure without consistent and thorough local monitoring. Forced evictions in Zimbabwe have
primarily targeted marginalized people who have lived for years without access toesknd and
housing tenure and without adequate amenities such as clean water, sanitation, health services or
education. The already executed and gillhinned evictions and demolitions, with their grave human
and material consequences, are violating thartan rights to adequate housing, property, decent work,
adequate food family life, equal protection under the law, personal securityjr trial, decent work,
educationand health not to be deprived arbitrarily of theight to use and occupy agriculturknd,
among others. All these rights are guarantest enshrined int2A Y 6 | @03 Cbastitution, as well

as in international and regional human rights treaties that the Republic of Zimbabwe has ratified
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multiple challenges in living decentand dignified life due to the continued neglect and deficit in
meeting essential human needs, including adequate housing. Those without a fixed or permanent place
to live, like those subject to eviction, are limited in participatinghia political, social and economic life

of the country ashey move around looking for a better place to stay.

Forced Eviction

The forced evictions and threatened eviction of inhabitants tbé abovenamed communities
contravene these norms and obligations of Zimbabwe to respect, protect and fulfill them. These rights
are essential to realize the human right to adequate housing enshrined in Article 11 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICEB), which -
Zimbabwe ratified in 1991t SRR
Zimbabwe has not yet, as its treaty
obligations require, inaporated
the right to adequate housing int ,
its Constitution or domestic la
However, Section 74 of thg&
I 2yadAddziazy
person may be evicted from their
home, or have their home
demolished, without an order of
court made after considering lla , 3
0dKS NEt SOl yi OA NDdzya b el
Freedom from arbitrary eviction i~ .
therefore, a right under the
Constitution.

5

View ofMutirikwi Dam its reservoir and catchment area. Sourtrerease Gumho

The Constution also has national objectives that guide the state and all institgtim making policies
and laws to contribute to establishing, enhancing and promoting a sustainable, just, free, and
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(undated), at:http://www.04z.org.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239ammnmeciatfarm-workers
andthe-challengeof-politicatparticipation&catid=15:politics
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agencies of government at eyetevelmust take reasonabldegislative and othemeasureswithin the
limits ofthe resourcesavailable tathem, toenable every person to have acces$t®R S lj dzZ §S a KSt G SN

Having ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cirigtdas (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic of Zimbabwe is treaty bound to conduct itself accotdiligiman Rightst&ndards.

Thus, by conducting and threatening these evictions, Zimbabwe may be violating articles 6, 7, 10, 11, 12
and 13 of the Covem, including the duties specified in the General Comments Nos. 4 & 7 on the
human right to adequate housing and on forced evictions.

In Zimbabwe, disputes involving land ownership may be resolved either by a court or through various
other means of disp@ resolution. However, human rights defenders claim and witness, as in these
cases, that in many cases government officials reportedly ignore implementing judgments or -already
issued certificates of tenure and instead act on the orders of those with mfleieNotably, the state
failed to obey court orders as the violent and destructive fdrewictions at Arnold Farm, Mazew

were carried out despite an August 2014 High Court order protecting the Arnold Farm residents from
arbitrary eviction under Sectiord of the Constitution of Zimbabwe. Such practices not only constitute a
gross violation of the human right to adequate housihut also violate the right to a fair hearing by a
competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law, as pilestrin Article 14 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), also ratified by Zimbabwé&3840 The

right to a fair hearing has been interpreted, in light of the principle of legality, as to require that a final
binding decion by a court or tribunal must be enforced and cannot be ignored. Moreover, the ICESCR
has recommended, in its General Comment 7, the provision "of legal aid to person who are in need of it
to seek redress from the courts" among the procedural protectiaat should be applied to evictions.

The African Charter does not explicitly mention the right not to be forcibly evicted. However, the African
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implementation of the African Charter, has issued a resolution on the right to adequate housing and
protection from forced evictions that asked countries to put an end to all forms of forced evictions.

Following international standards, eviction should be undertadely as a last resort and in accordance

with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine consultation with those affected; (b)
adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of eviction; (c)
information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose for which the
land or housing is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those affected; (d) especially
where groups of people are involved, governmentaidiis or their representatives to be present during

an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the eviction to be properly identified; (f) evictions not to take
place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected persons consent otherwige\igjon

of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal aid to persons who are in need of it to seek
redress from the courts. Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered
homeless or vulnerable to the violatiorf other human rights. Where those affected are unable to
provide for themselves, the State party must take all appropriate measures, to the maximum of its

Broavyvyragarzy 2y 1dzYly wA3IKGas aF2NDSR SOAOGA2YSE NB&az2fdziAzy w
http://www.hlirn.org/img/documents/ECN4199377%20en.jdf F YR at NEKAGAGAZ2Y 2F TF2NOSR S@AO(
April 2004, para. 1, ahttp://www.hirn.org/img/documents/ECN 4-RES004-28.pdf
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forced evictions, 22 October 2012, attp://www.achpr.org/sessions/52nd/resolutions/231/
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available resources, to ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to pmductiv
land, as the case may be, is available.

As a state party to ICES, Zimbabwe has not reported on its implementation of the Covenant since
1995, and is currentl1 years delinquent in submitting its periodic report. In its initial review of
Zimbabwe, ESCR observed that

the situation in relation to the right to housing remains clearly inadequate. The Committee is
particularly concerned about the precarious situation of persons living in illegal structures or
unauthorized housing (para. 107 of the reporPersons should not be subjected to forced
eviction unless this is done under conditions compatible with the Covéfiant.

In order for Zimbabwe to meet its obligations under the Covenant, the Committee recommended that
“BAYOl 06SQa I2FSNYYSyd dGF 1S
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particular, to ensure that no forced evictions are carried out without alternative housing being
offered, in accordance with the Committee's General Comment No. 4 (1991).

Demolitions

The demolition of properties is also covered
aSOGA2Y oH 2F %BAYO!l 0
Country Planning Act. That law requires o Rl

persons likely to be affected by such demolitiondg
least one month notice of the intended demolitior®
Where a local planning authority seeks to take &
administrative action affecting the rights, interegs
or legitimate expectations fo any person thag
authority must act lawfully, reasonably and in
fair manner.

Zimbabwe farmers assertirigeir claim to farm landSource:
Newsday.

Demolition of properties is also covered in section 32 of the Regional, Town and Country Planning Act.
That law requires the authorities to issue an enforcement order giaihgersons likely to bampacted
by such demolitions at least one month notice of the intended demolitions

Use of Force

Other uses of force remain a concern for those subject to evictions and demolitions in Zimbabwe. In all
circumstances, police and othéaw enforcement officials should base their conduct on international
human rights law and standards, including the United Nations Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement

5 UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), General Comment No. 7: The right to adequate housing
(Art.11.1): forced evictions, 20 May 1997, paras, 18 contained in document E/1998/22nnex IV, at:
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCESCR%2fGEC%2{6430&Lang=e

16 Concluding observations of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: Zimbabwe, E/C.12/1/Add.12, 20 May
1997, para. 13, at:

17https://tbinternet.ohchr.orq/ layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2f1%2fAdd.12&L ang=en
Ibid., para. 4.
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Officials (the Code of Conduct) and the United Nations Basic Principles on the UssedrebFirearms

by Law Enforcement Officials (The Basic Principles). Both place strict limitations on the use of force.
Principle 4 of the Basic Principles states: "Law enforcement officials, in carrying out their duty, shall, as
far as possible, apply neviolent means before resorting to the use of force and firearms. They may use
force and firearms only if other means remain ineffective or without any promise of achieving the
intended result." The force used to carry out the evictions, including teagesgy, firearms and the-ll
treatment of men, women and children, clearly contravene Principle 4.

Displaced farmers have repeatgd¢harged Zimbabwean police of harassméht.

e . : , . e iy - 3 Courtelsy'lmﬁgg
Zimbabwean police on patrol over 20,000 people displaced as a result dfotieied TokweMukosi Dam at the Chingwizi

transit camp before they were forcibly moved to Naunetsi Ranch, Masvingo proBooece: Human Rights Watch.
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Netherland<Extraterritorial Obligations

The Dutch owners of Angus claim their land under a Bilatersstment Promotion and Protection
(BIPPA) treaty that President Mugabe ratified in 1996. Since then, a group of 40 Dutch farmers won a
eHp YAt AZ2Y clinagaidstZmbabwetirf 2008 ebdhe Washingtorbased International
Centre for Settlment of Investment Disputes after their farms were confiscated during the chaotic
Zimbabwe land reform of 2008.This time, the forced eviction of Zimbabwean inhabitants with
acquired rights tokS t FyR Yl & 0O2yaidAddziS I+ @ ksictHuriah Rightsy 2 (i
Treaty obligations, but also The Netherlands extraterritorial obligations ul@EECRrohibiting forced
evictions by legal or moral persons of Netherlands nationalitywhere

BasralLX t OSR %AYOlFo06S =+ A VOA6DEEbert2DIW)Aay 3 t 2f A0S G2 / 2dNI =
https://www.voazimbabwe.com/a/zimbabwsillagerssuepolice-chingwizi/2440911.html
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https://uk.reuters.com/article/ukzimbabwefarmsidUKBRE9030DB20130104
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LakeMutirikwi. Photo: Arthur Harmsworth.

Civil SocietyCalls forSolutions

Since 2000, the HLRN Violation Database has recorded 18 housing and land rights violation cases of
various dimensions, affecting more thaB6000 people® (See annex.However, this record remains
incomplete without conistent and thorough local monitoring.

Ly GKA&a O2yGSEGZT IyR Ay fA3IKG 2F (GKSaAS OdNNByi
(ZPLRMis demanding that the authorities:

1. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease processes of evictions andggllatsdviolations,
2. Enact a post land reform policy that guarantees security of tenure and
3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

More specifically, No. 1 operationalizes the principle that no evistiake place without a prior impact
assessment of the legal and material issues involved and values at stake.

No. 2 calls for an orderly pursuit of social justice through respect for the spectrum of tenure types and
corresponding claims. The resulting policy would eliminate corrupimhapply sociajustice and due
diligence principles to adjudicate disputes.

No. 3safeguards frondominating concentrations of land ownership and protecting the superior right to
the land of the indigenous majority

20 LILRN Violation Database search of cases from 2000 to the presdrttpatwww.hirn.org/welcome_violation.php#test123
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Specific Recommendations for Zimbabwentral and Local Government Authorities
Within these principles, ZPLRM calls upon:

0 President Emmerson Mnangagwabe true to his words whereby he emphasized the irreversibility
of the land reform and ensured that government would work on policy firamotes and protects

the beneficiaries of the land reform and also put an end to the continued violations of section 74 of
the Constitution of Zimbabwe.

Minister of ProvincialAffairs for Masvingo Mr. Ezra Chadzamira to put an immediate stop to
apparent wlitical and capitatiriven land rights violations taking place in his province.

The Land Commissida conduct and publish a thorough and transparent land audit in areas of land
disputes, including areas where the state and its organs seek the remowddatiitants under any
pretext, and to takeurgent measures to resolve land eviction cases given that security of tenure is
key to resolving most cases and thus should be looked into as a prioritypatalso applying the
human rights approach and Zimbaf2a O2NNBaLRyRAy3I &adldsS 2ot A3l
disputes.

All state institutions to adhere to the dictates of the Constitution and value human rights, in
particular adequate housing, continuous improvement of living conditions and land rigtits pbor

and vulnerable.

All state institutions to sek accountability and liability of those (officials and others) engaged in
corrupt land deals.

All relevant organs of thetate to ensure the conditions for legal evictions (General Comment No. 7)
aremet before initiating any eviction process.

The relevant organs of thstate to conduct an impact assessment in advance of any evictions or
resettlement, as well as currently displaced persorns, order to ensure reparations for those
affected.

Each provine to ®nduct and publish a thorough and transparent land audit in areas of land
disputes, including areas where the state and its organs seek the removal of inhabitants under any
pretext.

All relevant organs of thestate to apply the UN Basic Guidelines and Principles for Development
based Evictions and Displaceméntt all stages of displacemeptocesses
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Specific Recommendations for The Netherlands

& Avoid any action or threat of action contraveniggk S b S (i KeQrhit#rritoyiaR BECESCR treaty
obligations in particularthosearisng from Article 11 of the Covenant.

What You Can Do!

Please write to the authorities afimbabwe respectfully supportinghe recommendation®f HIGHLRN
and ZPLRMo respect human rights, as they are required®@ @A NIidzS 2 F ( KuBdera il G SQ:
Human Rights Treatiegenerainternational law and their own constitution.

You can send the sample lettgto the authorities automatically via the "Support" optiorin the
Urgent Action Systenon the HLRN websitéhttp://www.hirn.org/cases.php. Please note that you
alsocancopy, paste and edit the sample letters below and send them from your own email as follows:

%L UN Basic Guidelines and Principles for Developrhesed Evictions and Displacements, A/HRC/4/18, 18 May 2007, at:
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Housing/Guidelines _en.pdf
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Pleasecopy (CC:) us on yoeommunicationswith the authorities, and contact usdr more
information at: hirn@hlrn.organd zimlandrightsinfo@gmail.com

Address your letterto the following authorities:

[sample letters]

Mr. Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa
President of the Republic of Zimbabwe
Munhumutapa Building

Corner of Sam Nujoma and Samora Machel
Harare

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to you with grave concern for thousands of residents in Masvingo Province who are
facing the threat of imminent eviction from their residences and lands, and scores of people in Bindura
district inMashonaland Central Province who have recently been evicted from their homes. We are also
deeply troubled by the reported treatment of a community in Mutare district of Manicaland Province
who are currently seeking redress for evictions they have beeresidu to.

On 8 January 2019, 1,000 families from Mzaro Farm in Masvingo West were served eviction orders
signed by the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water, Climate and Rural Resettlement. The orders cited
violation of section 3 of the Gazetted Landsr{€muential Provisions) Act Chapter 20:28, claiming that
residents are occupying land without lawful authority.

Masvingo Provincial Affairs Minister Cde Ezra Chadzamira has been cited as stating that the primary
targets for eviction are those who settléllegally around major dams. However, some residents have
lived at Mzaro Farm since prior to the construction of the Mutirikwi Dam as part of a land concession
allowing them to settle there, while others occupied the land during the land reform in 2000.
Community members have built permanent structures on the land, and some insist they have
regularized their residency with the Ministry and pay taxes. The government has not offered
compensation or alternative location for resettlement.

In Chiredzi Distrt, the Ministry of Lands, along with the local District Administrator, plan to resettle
over 10,000 people in Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara Wasara, Chegwite, and
properties in the Save Valley Conservancy (Lavanga, Masapasi, Anguskazd) Mlso citing Section 3
of the Gazetted Lands Act Chapter 20:28. Minister Chadzamira has confirmed that more than 2000
families are facing eviction.

In Mwenzei District, Zimbabwe Bio Energy (ZBE) is threatening to evict 2,713 households framn lands
Naunetsi Ranch that they received as compensation in 2014 after their relocation due to construction of
the TokweMukosi Dam in Masvingo. Currently the company is fencing all its property, including lands
used by residents for grazing, and is preventigjdents from using dip tanks and accessing other water
sources. The community now relies on 35 boreholes that pump only salingp@table) water.
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Recent evictions have occurred also in Bindura district in Mashonaland Central Province, where scores
of farmers have been removed from their residencies on Claverhill North farm and have been living in a
makeshift squatter tent for three months.

In yet another recent case, members of a community of 1,000 families who were evicted from Marange
diamond feld inManicaland Provincand relocated to Ardu Transau in Odzi beginning in 2010 have
experienced threats of attack by unidentified persons. The community is currently taking the
government to court over their eviction and entitlements and believesithimidation to be related to

the case.

We are convinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violation of the human rights of

these communities. According to international human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe

has the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfil the human rights of its citizens. Evictions and
demolitions, with their grave human and material consequences, may violate the human rights to

adequate housing, property, decent work, adequate food, fatife, equal protection under the law,
LISNBR2Y |t aSOdzNAGe>S FFANI GNRAFITSX RSOSyd 62N} X SRdAzO!l
constitutional right not to be deprived arbitrarily of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among

others.

Haning ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic of Zimbabwe is treaty bound to conduct itself according to Human Rights Standards.
Thus, by conducting and threatening these evictidisibabwe may be violating articles 6, 7, 10, 11, 12

and 13 of the Covenant, including the duties specified in the General Comments Nos. 4 & 7 on the

human right to adequate housing and on forced evictions.

Following minimum international norms, evictishould be undertaken only as a last resort and in
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine consultation with those
affected; (b) adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose
for which the land or housing is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those
affected; (d) especially where groups of people are lve, government officials or their

representatives to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the eviction to be properly
identified; (f) evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons onsent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal
aid to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or abled¢o the

violation of other human rights. Where those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State

party to ICESCR must take all appropriate measures, to the maximum of its available resources, to

ensure that adequate alternative housingsettlement or access to productive land, as the case may
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particular adequate housing.

BAYOlL06SQa 26y Hnmo [/ 2yatGAlddziAzy INIyida OAGAT Sya
person may be evicted from their home or have their home demolished, without an order of court made
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must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within limits of the resources available to them, to
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enforcement order giving all persons likely to be affected by demolition of property at leasnonth
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).

¢KS ' TNRAOILY [/ 2YYAAdaArzy 2y 1dzyYly FyR tS2L) SaQ wiiakK
to adequate housing and protection from forced evictions that asked countries to put an end to al
forms of forced evictions.

Since 2000, the Habitat International Coalitiddousing and Land Rights Violation Database has

recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cases in Zimbabwe of various dimensions, affecting

more than 736,000 people. y (KA & O2yGSEGE YR Ay fA3IKG 2F (KS&S
NAIKGEA 206f A3 GA2yaY L/ W2Aya GKS %AYOolosS tS2LXx S
“BAYOlL06SQa I dz K2NRGASE G2Y

1. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease proceskesiotions and land rights violations,
2. Enact a post land reform policy that guarantees security of tenure, and
3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

2 AGKAY (KSaS LINAYOALX Saz 9SS 22Ay YA Yodmatopd t S2 L) SQ
/I 2FEAGA2YQa | 2dzaAy3a YR [YR wA 3 Kdbtrue ® yoaravbidls Ay Ol
in emphasizing the irreversibility of the land reform and ensuring that government work on policy that
promotes and protects the benefigias of the land reform and also put an end to the continued

violations of section 74 of the Constitution of Zimbabwe.

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Mr. President, to ensure that state institutions adhere to the
dictates of the Constitutioand value human rights, in particular adequate housing, continuous
improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and vulnerable.

We also encourage your intervention to see to it that all state institutions seek accountability and
liability of those (officials and others) engaged in corrupt land deals and that all relevant organs of the
state ensure that the conditions for legal evictions (General Comment No. 7) are met before initiating
any eviction process. This would begin with an impaseasment in advance of any evictions or
resettlement, as well as currently displaced persons, in order to ensure reparations for those affected.

We also urge that the Land Commission cooperate with the provinces to conduct and publish a thorough
and trarsparent land audit in areas of land disputes, including areas where the state and its organs seek
the removal of inhabitants under any pretext. In doing so, we recommend that all relevant organs of the
state apply thdUN Basic Guidelines and Principles for Developrhased Evictions and Displacements

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request you to keep us
informed about theactions taken by your good offices.

Sincerely,


https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Housing/Guidelines_en.pdf

[your signature]
[your organization]

Email:iinfo@opc.gov.zw
Tel: +263 24 2707091/7
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Chief Air Marshall (Retired) Hon. Perrance Shiri
Minister of Lands and RurResettlement

Block 2, Makombe Building

Private Bag, 7779 Causeway

Harare

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you with grave concern for thousands of residents in Masvingo Province who are
facing the threat of imminent eviction from their residences and lands, and scores of people in Bindura
district inMashonaland Central Province who have rateheen evicted from their homes. We are also
deeply troubled by the reported treatment of a community in Mutare district of Manicaland Province
who are currently seeking redress for evictions they have been subjected to.

On 8 January 2019, 1,000 fanslieom Mzaro Farm in Masvingo West were served eviction orders
signed by you, Your Excellency. The orders cited violation of section 3 of the Gazetted Lands
(Consequential Provisions) Act Chapter 20:28, claiming that residents are occupying land withdut la
authority.

Masvingo Provincial Affairs Minister Cde Ezra Chadzamira has been cited as stating that the primary
targets for eviction are those who settled illegally around major dams. However, some residents have
lived at Mzaro Farm since prior the construction of the Mutirikwi Dam as part of a land concession
allowing them to settle there, while others occupied the land during the land reform in 2000.
Community members have built permanent structures on the land, and some insist they have
regulaized their residency with the Ministry and pay taxes. The government has not offered
compensation or alternative location for resettlement.

In Chiredzi District, the Ministry of Lands, along with the local District Administrator, plan to resettle

over 19000 people in Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara Wasara, Chegwite, and
properties in the Save Valley Conservancy (Lavanga, Masapasi, Angus and Mukazi), also citing Section 3
of the Gazetted Lands Act Chapter 20:28. Minister Chadzamiraohfismed that more than 2000

families are facing eviction.

In Mwenzei District, Zimbabwe Bio Energy (ZBE) is threatening to evict 2,713 households from lands on
Naunetsi Ranch that they received as compensation in 2014 after their relocation due touctinst of

the TokweMukosi Dam in Masvingo. Currently the company is fencing all its property, including lands
used by residents for grazing, and is preventing residents from using dip tanks and accessing other water
sources. The community now relies o I3oreholes that pump only saline (nqotable) water.

Recent evictions have occurred also in Bindura district in Mashonaland Central Province, where scores
of farmers have been removed from their residencies on Claverhill North farm have been l&ing in
makeshift squatter tent for three months.

In yet another recent case, members of a community of 1,000 families who were evicted from Marange
diamond field and relocated to Ardu Transau in Odzi beginning in 2010 have experienced threats of
attack by unilentified persons. The community is currently taking the government to court over their
eviction and entitlements and believes this intimidation to be related to the case.



We are convinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violatiohehtman rights of

these communities. According to international human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe
has the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfil the human rights of its citizens. Evictions and
demolitions, with theirgrave human and material consequences, may violate the human rights to
adequate housing, property, decent work, adequate food, family life, equal protection under the law,
personal security, fair trial, decent work, education and health, as well as tiie Zim ¢ S | y Q &
constitutional right not to be deprived arbitrarily of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among
others.

Having ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic ofidbabwe is treaty bound to conduct itself according to Human Rights Standards.
Thus, by conducting and threatening these evictions, Zimbabwe may be violating articles 6, 7, 10, 11, 12
and 13 of the Covenant, including the duties specified in the Genenain@ats Nos. 4 & 7 on the

human right to adequate housing and on forced evictions.

Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and in
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity foruyes consultation with those
affected; (b) adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose
for which the land or busing is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those
affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their
representatives to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out theoawittbe properly
identified; (f) evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal
aid to persons who are in need it to seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the

violation of other human rights. Where those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State

party to IESCR must take all appropriate measures, to the maximum of its available resources, to

ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to productive land, as the case may
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particular adequate housing.
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must take reasonable legislative and otheramares, within limits of the resources available to them, to
SylrotS S@OSNER LISNE2Y (2 KIFI@S 00S&aa (2 FRSljda GS ak

Q)¢

BAYOlI 06SQa wSAA2YyIEX ¢26y YR [/ 2dzyiNE tflyyAy3a 10
enforcement order giving all psons likely to be affected by demolition of property at least one month
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).

¢CKS ' TNAOIY /2YYAaaAzy 2y ldzYly yR tS2LJF SaQ wai3akK
to adequate housing and protection from forced evictions that asked countries to put an end to all
forms of forced evictions.



Since 2000, the Habitat krtnational Coalition (HIGHousing and Land Rights Violation Database has

recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cases in Zimbabwe of various dimensions, affecting

more than 736,000 people. In this context, and in light of these currenticase Y R %A YO0l 0 6 SQa K
NAIKGA 20fA3FGA2yAaT | L/ W2Aya GKS %AYologS tS2LXS
“BAYOlL06SQa I dz K2NARGASE G2V

4. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease processes of evictions and land rights violations,
5. Enact a pasland reform policy that guarantees security of tenure, and
6. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

2 A0KAY GKS&S LINAYOALX Saxzr ¢S 22AYy %AYOolLosS tS2LX SQ
I 2FEAGA2Y Qa | 2 dza gfidn chliidRYolir ExtdRenmyputhK itndediat& siop to
apparent political and capitadriven land rights violations taking place in Zimbabwe.

We also encourage your intervention to see to it that the Ministry of Lands seeks accountability and
liability of those (officials and others) engaged in corrupt land deals and ensure that the conditions for
legal evictions (General Comment No. 7) are met before initiating any eviction process. This would begin
with an impact assessment in advance of any ewvistior resettlement, as well as currently displaced
persons, in order to ensure reparations for those affected.

We also urge that a thorough and transparent land audit is conducted and published in areas of land
disputes, including areas where the stateddts organs seek the removal of inhabitants under any
pretext. In doing so, we recommend that all relevant organs of the state applykhBasic Guidelines
and Principlesor Developmemntbased Evictions and Displacements

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Your Excellency, to ensure that the Ministry of Lands
adheres to the dictates of the Constitution and value human rights, in particular adequate housing,
continuous improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and vulnerable.

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request you to keep us
informed about the actions taken by your good offices.

Sincerely,
[your signature]

[your organization]

Email:info@opc.gov.zpinfo@moa.gov.zywmoa@ moa.gov.zw
Tel: +263 24 2707091/7
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H.E. July Moyo

Minister of Local Government, Public Works, and National Housing
Ministry of Local Government, Public Workad National Housing
Makombe Building

Cnr Herbert Chitepo Ave. and Leopold Takawira Ave.

Harare

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you with grave concern for thousands of residents in Masvingo Province who are
facing the threat of imminent eviction frommeir residences and lands, and scores of people in Bindura
district in Mashonaland Central Province who have recently been evicted from their homes. We are also
deeply troubled by the reported treatment of a community in Mutare district of Manicalandiftev

who are currently seeking redress for evictions they have been subjected to.

On 8 January 2019, 1,000 families from MzZaaom in Masvingo West were served eviction orders

signed by you, Your Excellency. The orders cited violation of section 3 of the Gazetted Lands
(Consequential Provisions) Act Chapter 20:28, claiming that residents are occupying land without lawful
authority.

Masvingo Provincial Affairs Minister Cde Ezra Chadzamira has been cited as stating that the primary
targets for eviction are those who settled illegally around major dams. However, some residents have
lived at Mzaro Farm since prior to the constiioct of the Mutirikwi Dam as part of a land concession
allowing them to settle there, while others occupied the land during the land reform in 2000.
Community members have built permanent structures on the land, and some insist they have
regularized theiresidency with the Ministry and pay taxes. The government has not offered
compensation or alternative location for resettlement.

In Chiredzi District, the Ministry of Lands, along with the local District Administrator, plan to resettle

over 10,000 peopln Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara Wasara, Chegwite, and
properties in the Save Valley Conservancy (Lavanga, Masapasi, Angus and Mukazi), also citing Section 3
of the Gazetted Lands Act Chapter 20:28. Minister Chadzamira has confirmiedaditeathan 2000

families are facing eviction.

In Mwenzei District, Zimbabwe Bio Energy (ZBE) is threatening to evict 2,713 households from lands on
Naunetsi Ranch that they received as compensation in 2014 after their relocation due to construction of
the TokweMukosi Dam in Masvingo. Currently the company is fencing all its property, including lands
used by residents for grazing, and is preventing residents from using dip tanks and accessing other water
sources. The community now relies on 35 borehdies pump only saline (nepotable) water.

Recent evictions have occurred also in Bindura district in Mashonaland Central Province, where scores
of farmers have been removed from their residencies on Claverhill North farm have been living in a
makeshiftsquatter tent for three months.

In yet another recent case, members of a community of 1,000 families who were evicted from Marange
diamond field and relocated to Ardu Transau in Odzi beginning in 2010 have experienced threats of
attack by unidentified pesons. The community is currently taking the government to court over their
eviction and entitlements and believes this intimidation to be related to the case.



We are convinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violation of the humats 0§

these communities. According to international human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe

has the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfil the human rights of its citizens. Evictions and
demolitions, with their grave humaand material consequences, may violate the human rights to

adequate housing, property, decent work, adequate food, family life, equal protection under the law,
LISNE2Y Il f &dSOdz2NARiGEeZ FILEANI GNREFEXZ RSOSYyild 62N} X SRdzO!I
constitutional right not to be deprived arbitrarily of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among

others.

Having ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic of Zimbabwe isadty bound to conduct itself according to Human Rights Standards.

Thus, by conducting and threatening these evictions, Zimbabwe may be violating articles 6, 7, 10, 11, 12
and 13 of the Covenant, including the duties specified in the General Commen# &dson the

human right to adequate housing and on forced evictions.

Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and in
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine catiutwith those
affected; (b) adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose
for which the land or housing is te used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those
affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their
representatives to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the eviction togezlpro
identified; (f) evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal
aid to persons who are in need of it toederedress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the

violation of other human rights. Where those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State

party to ICESCR muskeaall appropriate measures, to the maximum of its available resources, to

ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to productive land, as the case may
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particular adequate housing.
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person may be evicted from their home or have their home demolished, without an order of court made
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must take reasonable legislative and other measures,iwiimits of the resources available to them, to
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enforcement order giving all persons likédybe affected by demolition of property at least one month
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).

CKS ! TNAOIY [/ 2YYAAdaaAz2y 2y ldzYly yR tS2L)F SaQ wai3kK
to adequate housing and protection from fea evictions that asked countries to put an end to all
forms of forced evictions.



Since 2000, the Habitat International Coalition (HiE9using and Land Rights Violation Database has
recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cases in Zimbabwarious dimensions, affecting
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1. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease processes of evictions and land rights violations,

2. Enact a post land reform policy that guarantees security of tenure, and

3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

Within theseLINA y OA LI SaX 6S 22AYyY % AYolosS tS2LXS85Qa [y
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apparent political and capitadriven land rights violations taking pan Zimbabwe.

We also encourage your intervention to see to it that the Ministry of Lands seeks accountability and
liability of those (officials and others) engaged in corrupt land deals and ensure that the conditions for
legal evictions (General Commeéib. 7) are met before initiating any eviction process. This would begin
with an impact assessment in advance of any evictions or resettlement, as well as currently displaced
persons, in order to ensure reparations for those affected.

We also urge that thorough and transparent land audit is conducted and published in areas of land
disputes, including areas where the state and its organs seek the removal of inhabitants under any
pretext. In doing so, we recommend that all relevant organs of the stateyabplUN Basic Guidelines
and Principles for Developmebtised Evictions and Displacements.

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Your Excellency, to ensure that the Ministry of Lands
adheres to the dictates of the Constitution and value human sgint particular adequate housing,
continuous improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and vulnerable.

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request you to keep us
informed about the actionsken by your good offices.

Sincerely,
[your signature]

[your organization]

Email:info@opc.gov.zw
Tel: +263 (0)242 79470
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Honourable Ezra Chadzamira

Minister of State for Masvingo Provincial Affairs
Benjamin Burombo Building

Cnr Robert Mugabe and Simon Mazorodze
Masvingo

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you with grave concern for thousands of residents in Masvingo Province who are
facing the threat of imminent eviction from their residences aauatls.

On 8 January 2019, 1,000 families from Mzaro Farm in Masvingo West were served eviction orders
signed by the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water, Climate and Rural Resettlement. The orders cited
violation of section 3 of the Gazetted Lands (Consedjal Provisions) Act Chapter 20:28, claiming that
residents are occupying land without lawful authority.

Your Excellency, you have been cited as stating that the primary targets for eviction are those who
settled illegally around major dams. Howeveome residents have lived at Mzaro Farm since prior to

the construction of the Mutirikwi Dam as part of a land concession allowing them to settle there, while
others occupied the land during the land reform in 2000. Community members have built permanent
structures on the land, and some insist they have regularized their residency with the Ministry and pay
taxes. The government has not offered compensation or alternative location for resettlement.

In Chiredzi District, the Ministry of Lands, along with kbcal District Administrator, plan to resettle

over 10,000 people in Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara Wasara, Chegwite, and
properties in the Save Valley Conservancy (Lavanga, Masapasi, Angus and Mukazi), also citing Section 3
of the Gaetted Lands Act Chapter 20:28. Your Excellency, you have confirmed that more than 2000
families are facing eviction.

In Mwenzei District, Zimbabwe Bio Energy (ZBE) is threatening to evict 2,713 households from lands on
Naunetsi Ranch that they receivad compensation in 2014 after their relocation due to construction of
the TokweMukosi Dam in Masvingo. Currently the company is fencing all its property, including lands
used by residents for grazing, and is preventing residents from using dip tankecassiag other water
sources. The community now relies on 35 boreholes that pump only salingp@tahle) water.

We are convinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violation of the human rights of

these communities. According to intetional human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe

has the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfil the human rights of its citizens. Evictions and
demolitions, with their grave human and material consequences, may violate tharughts to

adequate housing, property, decent work, adequate food, family life, equal protection under the law,
LISNE2Y | f ASOdzNRGEZ FIEANI GNREFESX RSOSYyd 62N)] X SRdzO!l
constitutional right not to be deprived arbitrdy of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among

others.

Having ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic of Zimbabwe is treaty bound to conduct itself according tamMBights Standards.



Thus, by conducting and threatening these evictions, Zimbabwe may be violating articles 6, 7, 10, 11, 12
and 13 of the Covenant, including the duties specified in the General Comments Nos. 4 & 7 on the
human right to adequate housingnd on forced evictions.

Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and in
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine consultation with those
affected; (b) adequate and asonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose
for which the land or housing is to be used, to be made available in reasoirabléct all those

affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their
representatives to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the eviction to be properly
identified; (f) evictions not to take ate in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal
aid to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, ewitions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the

violation of other human rights. Where those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State

party to ICESCR must take all appropriate measures, to the maximitsragéilable resources, to

ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to productive land, as the case may

0S Ad I @LAftFoftSd® CILAfdzZNBE G2 FRKSNBE (2 (KSasS y2NY
particular adequate hosing.

BAYOl 06SQa 26y Hnmo [/ 2yaildAddziAzy IANIyGa OAGAT Sya
person may be evicted from their home or have their home demolished, without an order of court made
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must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within limits of the resources available tachem,
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enforcement order giving all persons likely to be affected by demolition of propergaat bne month
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).

¢CKS ' TNRAOILY [/ 2YYAAdaAz2y 2y 1dzYty FyR tS2L) SaQ wai3akK
to adequate housing and protection from forced evictions that asked countries to putdchtoeadl
forms of forced evictions.

Since 2000, the Habitat International Coalition (HIE)using and Land Rights Violation Database has
recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cases in Zimbabwe of vqrious dimensions, affecting
morethantocXnnn LIS2LX S® Ly GKA& O2yGSEGE YR Ay fA3IKI

NAIKGEA 26fA3FGA2yAaT L/ W2AYya GKS %AYOologS tS2LXS
“%AYOlL06SQa I dz K2NARGASE G2V

1. Immediately rescind eviction orders andase processes of evictions and land rights violations,

2. Enact a post land reform policy that guarantees security of tenure, and

3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.



2AGKAY GKSAS LINARYOALX $a3 aéhdRights getweik ifi aalting dnywéur | L/ Q&

Excellency to put an immediate stop to apparent political and cagrigen land rights violations taking
place in Masvingo Province.

We also encourage your intervention to see to it that all provincial institutserek accountability and
liability of those (officials and others) engaged in corrupt land deals and that all relevant organs of
Masvingo Province ensure that the conditions for legal evictions (General Comment No. 7) are met
before initiating any evictioprocess. This would begin with an impact assessment in advance of any
evictions or resettlement, as well as currently displaced persons, in order to ensure reparations for
those affected.

We also urge that Masvingo Province cooperate with the Land Caiamim conducting and publishing

a thorough and transparent land audit in areas of land disputes, including areas where the state and its
organs seek the removal of inhabitants under any pretext. In doing so, we recommend that all relevant
organs of the &te apply the UN Basic Guidelines and Principles for Developbasatd Evictions and
Displacements.

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Your Excellency, to ensure that Masvingo provincial
institutions adhere to the dictates of the Constitutioncdawmalue human rights, in particular adequate
housing, continuous improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and vulnerable.

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request you to keep us
informed @out the actions taken by your good offices.

Sincerely,

[your signature]
[your organization]

Emailiinfo@opc.gov.zw
Tel: +263 (0)39 26353



mailto:info@opc.gov.zw

H.E. Ms. Ellen Gwaradzimba

Minister of State for Manicaland Prowiial Affairs
Ministry for Manicaland Provincial Affairs
Government Complex Building

Robert Mugabe Highway

Mutare

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you with deep concern over the reported treatment of a community in Mulistect
of Manicaland Province that is currently seeking redress for evictions they have been subjected to.

Members of a community of 1,000 families who were evicted from Marange diamond field and

relocated to Ardu Transau in Odzi beginning in 2010 leaperienced threats of attack by unidentified

persons whom the victims believe are agents of the Central Intelligence Organisation. On relocation, the
families were promised compensation of homes and agricultural land, which they did not receive. The
community is currently taking the government to court over their eviction and entitlements based on

BAYOlI 06SQa wdzNIf [FYR hOOdzZLIASNE o6t NBGSOGA2Y FNRY
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Constitution, and the present Constitutions provisions in sections 72 (Rights to agricultural land) and 74
(Freedom from arbitrary eviction). They believe the intimidation they are experiencing to be related to

the case.

In all circumstances, police and other law enforcement officials should base their conduct on

international human rights law and standards, including the United Nations Code of Conduct for Law
Enforcement Officials (the Code of Conduct) and thigdd Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force

and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials (The Basic Principles). Both place strict limitations on the use
of force. Principle 4 of the Basic Principles states: "Law enforcement officials, in carrythgiodtty,

shall, as far as possible, apply agalent means before resorting to the use of force and firearms. They
may use force and firearms only if other means remain ineffective or without any promise of achieving
the intended result." The force uddo carry out the evictions, including teargas spray, firearms and the
ill-treatment of men, women and children, clearly contravene Principle 4.

We are convinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violation of the human rights of

these ommunities. According to international human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe

has the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfil the human rights of its citizens. Evictions and
demolitions, with their grave human and materialnsequences, may violate the human rights to

adequate housing, property, decent work, adequate food, family life, equal protection under the law,
LISNBRE2Y It aSOdNAGesS FFANI GNRAFETSX RSOSyd ¢2N) I SRdzO!l
constitutional ight not to be deprived arbitrarily of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among

others.

Having ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic of Zimbabwe is treaty bounaddmduct itself according to Human Rights Standards.

Thus, by conducting these evictions, Zimbabwe may have violated articles 6, 7, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the
Covenant, including the duties specified in the General Comments Nos. 4 & 7 on the human right to
adequate housing and on forced evictions.



Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and in
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine consultation with those
affected; (b adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose
for which the land or housing is to be used, to be made avail@bleasonable time to all those

affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their
representatives to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the eviction to be properly
identified; (f) evictims not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal
aid to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the

violation of other human rights. Where those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State

party to ICESCR must take all appropriate meastoehe maximum of its available resources, to

ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to productive land, as the case may
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particular adequate housing.

wBAYOlL06SQa 26y Hnmo [/ 2yaldAbGdziaAzy 3INIyGa OAGAT Sya
person may be evicted from their home or have their home demolished, without an order of court made
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must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within limits of the resouraiside to them, to
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enforcement order giving all persons likely to be affected by demolidfgmroperty at least one month
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).

¢CKS ' TNAOLY [/ 2YYAAdaAz2y 2y 1dzYty FyR tS2L) SaqQ wiiak
to adequate housing and protection from forced evictions that asked e@msito put an end to all
forms of forced evictions.

Since 2000, the Habitat International Coalition (HIE)using and Land Rights Violation Database has
recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cases in Zimbabwe of various dimensiotiagaffec
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NAIKGA 20fA3FGA2yAaT | L/ W2Aya GKS %AYolowgS tS2LXS
“BAYOlL06SQa I dzi K2NRGASE G2V

1. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease processes of evictions and land rights violations,

2. Enact a post land reform policy that guarantees security of tenure, and

3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

Within these principls, we join ZPLRM in calling Your Excellency to put an immediate stop to apparent
political and capitatiriven land rights violations taking place in Manicaland Province.



We also encourage your intervention to see to it that all provincial institutionk aeeountability and
liability of those (officials and others) engaged in corrupt land deals and that all relevant organs
Manicaland Province ensure that the conditions for legal evictions (General Comment No. 7) are met
before initiating any eviction prass. This would begin with an impact assessment in advance of any
evictions or resettlement, as well as currently displaced persons, in order to ensure reparations for
those affected.

We also urge that Manicaland Province cooperate with the Land Commissionducting and

publishing a thorough and transparent land audit in areas of land disputes, including areas where the
state and its organs seek the removal of inhabitants under any pretext. In doing so, we recommend that
all relevant organs of the statapply the UN Basic Guidelines and Principles for Developbased

Evictions and Displacements.

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Your Excellency, to ensure that Manicaland provincial
institutions adhere to the dictates of the Constitution avalue human rights, in particular adequate
housing, continuous improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and vulnerable.

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request you to keep us
informed almut the actions taken by your good offices.

Sincerely,

[your signature]
[your organization]

Emailiinfo@opc.gov.znwfeedback@psc.qov.zw
Tel: +263 (0)20 260829 / 68176 62514 / 62321
Fax: +263 (0)20 2a8523
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H.E. Monica Mavhunga

Minister of State for Mashonaland Central Provincial Affairs
Mashonaland Central Province

Kavaka Building

92/93 2nd Street

P.O Box 10

Bindura

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you witlgrave concern for scores of people in Mashonaland Central Province who
have recently been evicted from their homes.

Recent evictions have occurred in Bindura district, where scores of farmers have been removed from
their residencies on Claverhill Northrfiaand have been living in a makeshift squatter tent for three
months. The farm, which had previously belonged to Kingsway Community Church, had recently been
taken over by new owners.

We are convinced that an urgent solution is required to preventibéation of the human rights of this

community. According to international human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe has the
obligation to respect, protect, and fulfil the human rights of its citizens. Evictions and demolitions,

with their grave human and material consequences, may violate the human rights to adequate housing,
property, decent work, adequate food, family life, equal protection under the law, personal security, fair

trial, decent work, education and health, astvel & G KS %AYOol 606SIyQa O2yadaidid
deprived arbitrarily of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among others.

Having ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Rpublic of Zimbabwe is treaty bound to conduct itself according to Human Rights Standards.
Thus, by conducting these evictions, Zimbabwe may be violating articles 6, 7, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the
Covenant, including the duties specified in the General Conmsrigas. 4 & 7 on the human right to

adequate housing and on forced evictions.

Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and in
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for gencimsultation with those
affected; (b) adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose
for which the land or housg is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those
affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their
representatives to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the evicti@groperly
identified; (f) evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal
aid to persons who are in need ibto seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the
violation of other human rights. Where those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State
party to ICESQRust take all appropriate measures, to the maximum of its available resources, to
ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to productive land, as the case may
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particular adequate housing.
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person may be evicted from their home or have their home demolished, without an order ofroade
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must take reasonable legislative and other measymwithin limits of the resources available to them, to
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enforcement order giving all persettikely to be affected by demolition of property at least one month
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).

¢tKS ' FTNRAOILY [/ 2YYA&darzy 2y 1dzyYly FyR tS2LX SaQ wiiakK
to adequate housing and protectioroim forced evictions that asked countries to put an end to all
forms of forced evictions.

Since 2000, the Habitat International Coalition (HIE9using and Land Rights Violation Database has
recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cas@nmabwe of various dimensions, affecting
Y2NB G(KFYy Toc=Znnn LIS2LXSd Ly GKA&a O2yUSEGST YR Ay
NAIKGA 206fA3LGA2YyaT | L/ W2AYya GKS %AYoloogS tS2 S
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1. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease processes of evictions and land rights violations,
2. Enact a post land reform policy that guarantees security of tenure, and
3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

Within these principles, we join ZPLRM in calling on Your Excellency to put an immediate stop to
apparent political and capitadriven land rights violations taking place in Mashonaland Central Province.

We also encourage your intervention to see to it thafpativincial institutions seek accountability and
liability of those (officials and others) engaged in corrupt land deals and that all relevant organs of the
Mashonaland Central Province ensure that the conditions for legal evictions (General Comment No. 7)
are met before initiating any eviction process. This would begin with an impact assessment in advance
of any evictions or resettlement, as well as currently displaced persons, in order to ensure reparations
for those affected.

We also urge that MashonaldrCentral Province cooperate with the Land Commission in conducting
and publishing a thorough and transparent land audit in areas of land disputes, including areas where
the state and its organs seek the removal of inhabitants under any pretext. In dnimgesecommend

that all relevant organs of the state apply the UN Basic Guidelines and Principles for Develbpeezht
Evictions and Displacements.

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Your Excellency, to ensure that Mashonaland Central
Provinceinstitutions adhere to the dictates of the Constitution and value human rights, in particular
adequate housing, continuous improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and
vulnerable.



We thank you for your attention on this urgenatter and kindly request you to keep us
informed about the actions taken by your good offices.

Sincerely,

[your signature]

[your organization]
Emailinfo@opc.gov.zw

Tel: +263 (0)271 6971 / 6001
Fax:+263 (0)271 7017 / 6510 / 621
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Commissioner Tendai Bare
Zimbabwe Land Commission
Suite 2, Block No.1
Borrowdale Road

Celestial Park

Harare

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you with grave concern for thousands of residents in Masvingo Province who are
facing the threat of imminent eviction from their residences and lands, and scores of people in Bindura
district in Mashonaland Central Province who have rédgdmeen evicted from their homes. We are also
deeply troubled by the reported treatment of a community in Mutare district of Manicaland Province
who are currently seeking redress for evictions they have been subjected to.

On 8 January 2019, 1,000 fanslieom Mzaro Farm in Masvingo West were served eviction orders
signed by the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water, Climate and Rural Resettlement. The orders cited
violation of section 3 of the Gazetted Lands (Consequential Provisions) Act Chaptectain@8g that
residents are occupying land without lawful authority.

Masvingo Provincial Affairs Minister Cde Ezra Chadzamira has been cited as stating that the primary
targets for eviction are those who settled illegally around major dams. Howevekg sesidents have

lived at Mzaro Farm since prior to the construction of the Mutirikwi Dam as part of a land concession
allowing them to settle there, while others occupied the land during the land reform in 2000.
Community members have built permanent sttures on the land, and some insist they have
regularized their residency with the Ministry and pay taxes. The government has not offered
compensation or alternative location for resettlement.

In Chiredzi District, the Ministry of Lands, along with tieal District Administrator, plan to resettle

over 10,000 people in Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara Wasara, Chegwite, and
properties in the Save Valley Conservancy (Lavanga, Masapasi, Angus and Mukazi), also citing Section 3
of the Gazettd Lands Act Chapter 20:28. Minister Chadzamira confirmed that more than 2000 families
are facing eviction.

In Mwenzei District, Zimbabwe Bio Energy (ZBE) is threatening to evict 2,713 households from lands on
Naunetsi Ranch that they received as compdias in 2014 after their relocation due to construction of

the TokweMukosi Dam in Masvingo. Currently the company is fencing all its property, including lands
used by residents for grazing, and is preventing residents from using dip tanks and acabssingter
sources. The community now relies on 35 boreholes that pump only salingp@tahle) water.

Recent evictions have occurred also in Bindura district in Mashonaland Central Province, where scores
of farmers who have been removed from their E=mcies on Claverhill North farm have been living in a
makeshift squatter tent for three months.

In yet another recent case, members of a community of 1,000 families who were evicted from Marange
diamond field in Manicaland Province and relocated to Arcansau in Odzi beginning in 2010 have
experienced threats of attack by unidentified persons. The community is currently taking the



government to court over their eviction and entitlements and believes this intimidation to be related to
the case.

We areconvinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violation of the human rights of

these communities. According to international human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe

has the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfie thuman rights of its citizens. Evictions and

demolitions, with their grave human and material consequences, may violate the human rights to

adequate housing, property, decent work, adequate food, family life, equal protection under the law,

personald SOdzNA &> FFANI GNAIFIESX RSOSyid 62N] X SRdzOFGAz2y |
constitutional right not to be deprived arbitrarily of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among

others.

Having ratified the International Covenant on Ecommr$ocial and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic of Zimbabwe is treaty bound to conduct itself according to Human Rights Standards.
Thus, by conducting and threatening these evictions, Zimbabwe may be violating articles 6, 7120, 11,
and 13 of the Covenant, including the duties specified in the General Comments Nos. 4 & 7 on the
human right to adequate housing and on forced evictions.

Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and i
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine consultation with those
affected; (b) adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evict®rand, where applicable, on the alternative purpose

for which the land or housing is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those
affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their
representaties to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the eviction to be properly
identified; (f) evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remediesd (h) provision, where possible, of legal

aid to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the

violation of other human rights. Wherthose affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State

party to ICESCR must take all appropriate measures, to the maximum of its available resources, to

ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to productive land, essthenay
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particular adequate housing.
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person may bected from their home or have their home demolished, without an order of court made
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must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within limits of the resources available to them, t
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enforcement order giving all persons likely to be affected by demolition of property at least one month
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).
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to adequate housing and protection from forced evictions that asked countries to put an end to all
forms of forced evictions.

Since 2000, the Habitat krtnational Coalition (HIGHousing and Land Rights Violation Database has

recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cases in Zimbabwe of various dimensions, affecting

more than 736,000 people. In this context, and in light of these currenéicase Y R %A Y0l 0 6 SQa K
NAIKGE 206f ATl GA2yax IL/ W2Aya (GKS %AYOlIo66S tS2L)S
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1. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease processes of evictions and land rights violations,
2. Enacta post land reform policy that guarantees security of tenure, and

3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

Within these principles, we join ZPLRM in calling on the Land Commission to apply the human rights
F LILINE I OK X | LILJtogrdsgoadingstaié olligatinrss Qréadjudicating land disputes. We ask
the Commission to urgently take measures to resolve land eviction cases. Security of tenure is key to
resolving most cases and thus should be looked into as a priority.

We also urgehie Land Commission to conduct and publish a thorough and transparent land audit in
areas of land disputes, including areas where the state and its organs seek the removal of inhabitants
under any pretext. In doing so, we recommend that all relevant orgétise state apply the UN Basic
Guidelines and Principles for Developméiaised Evictions and Displacements.

We also encourage your intervention to see to it that all state institutions, including the Land
Commission, seek accountability and liabilityhafse (officials and others) engaged in corrupt land deals
and that all relevant organs of the state ensure that the conditions for legal evictions (General Comment
No. 7) are met before initiating any eviction process. This would begin with an impassaEsd in

advance of any evictions or resettlement, as well as currently displaced persons, in order to ensure
reparations for those affected.

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Your Excellency, to ensure that the Land Commission
adheres to the ittates of the Constitution and value human rights, in particular adequate housing,
continuous improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and vulnerable.

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request tg keep us
informed about the actions taken by your good offices.

Sincerely,

[your signature]
[your organization]

Email:baretrw@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: +263 (0)271 6971 / 6001
Fax: +263 (0)271 7017 / 651621
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Secretary Danisile Sibanda Hikwa
Zimbabwe Land Commission
Suite 2, Block No.1

Borrowdale Road

Celestial Park

Harare

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you with grave concern for thousands of residents in Masvingo Province who are
facing the threat of imminent eviction from their residences and lands, and scores of people in Bindura
district in Mashonaland Central Province who have rédgdmeen evicted from their homes. We are also
deeply troubled by the reported treatment of a community in Mutare district of Manicaland Province
who are currently seeking redress for evictions they have been subjected to.

On 8 January 2019, 1,000 fanslieom Mzaro Farm in Masvingo West were served eviction orders
signed by the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water, Climate and Rural Resettlement. The orders cited
violation of section 3 of the Gazetted Lands (Consequential Provisions) Act Chaptectain@8g that
residents are occupying land without lawful authority.

Masvingo Provincial Affairs Minister Cde Ezra Chadzamira has been cited as stating that the primary
targets for eviction are those who settled illegally around major dams. Howevekg sesidents have

lived at Mzaro Farm since prior to the construction of the Mutirikwi Dam as part of a land concession
allowing them to settle there, while others occupied the land during the land reform in 2000.
Community members have built permanent sttures on the land, and some insist they have
regularized their residency with the Ministry and pay taxes. The government has not offered
compensation or alternative location for resettlement.

In Chiredzi District, the Ministry of Lands, along with tieal District Administrator, plan to resettle

over 10,000 people in Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara Wasara, Chegwite, and
properties in the Save Valley Conservancy (Lavanga, Masapasi, Angus and Mukazi), also citing Section 3
of the Gazettd Lands Act Chapter 20:28. Minister Chadzamira confirmed that more than 2000 families
are facing eviction.

In Mwenzei District, Zimbabwe Bio Energy (ZBE) is threatening to evict 2,713 households from lands on
Naunetsi Ranch that they received as compdias in 2014 after their relocation due to construction of

the TokweMukosi Dam in Masvingo. Currently the company is fencing all its property, including lands
used by residents for grazing, and is preventing residents from using dip tanks and acabssingter
sources. The community now relies on 35 boreholes that pump only salingp@tahle) water.

Recent evictions have occurred also in Bindura district in Mashonaland Central Province, where scores
of farmers who have been removed from their E=mcies on Claverhill North farm have been living in a
makeshift squatter tent for three months.

In yet another recent case, members of a community of 1,000 families who were evicted from Marange
diamond field in Manicaland Province and relocated to Arcansau in Odzi beginning in 2010 have
experienced threats of attack by unidentified persons. The community is currently taking the



government to court over their eviction and entitlements and believes this intimidation to be related to
the case.

We areconvinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violation of the human rights of

these communities. According to international human rights law, the Government of Zimbabwe

has the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfie thuman rights of its citizens. Evictions and

demolitions, with their grave human and material consequences, may violate the human rights to

adequate housing, property, decent work, adequate food, family life, equal protection under the law,
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constitutional right not to be deprived arbitrarily of the right to use and occupy agricultural land, among

others.

Having ratified the International Covenant on Ecommr$ocial and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on 13 August
1991, the Republic of Zimbabwe is treaty bound to conduct itself according to Human Rights Standards.
Thus, by conducting and threatening these evictions, Zimbabwe may be violating articles 6, 7120, 11,
and 13 of the Covenant, including the duties specified in the General Comments Nos. 4 & 7 on the
human right to adequate housing and on forced evictions.

Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and i
accordance with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine consultation with those
affected; (b) adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction; (c) information on the proposed evict®rand, where applicable, on the alternative purpose

for which the land or housing is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those
affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their
representaties to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the eviction to be properly
identified; (f) evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected
persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remediesd (h) provision, where possible, of legal

aid to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the

violation of other human rightd/here those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State

party to ICESCR must take all appropriate measures, to the maximum of its available resources, to

ensure that adequate alternative housing, resettlement or access to productive larttk aage may
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must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within limits of the resources available to them, t
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enforcement order giving all persons likely to be affected by demolition of property at least one month
notice of the intended demolitions (Section 32).
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to adequate housing and protection from forced evictions that asked countries to put an end to all
forms of forced evictions.

Since 2000, the Habitat International Coalition (HIE)using and Land Right#olation Database has

recorded 18 major housing and land rights violation cases in Zimbabwe of various dimensions, affecting
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1. Immediately rescind eviction orders and cease processes of evictions and land rights violations,
2. Enact a post land reform policy that guarantees seculffiteoure, and

3. Ensure the irreversibility of the land reform program.

Within these principles, we join ZPLRM in calling on the Land Commission to apply the human rights
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the Commission to urgently take measures to resolve land eviction cases. Security of tenure is key to
resolving most cases and thus should be looked into as a priority.

We also urge the Land Commission to conduct and publish a thoemdjtransparent land audit in

areas of land disputes, including areas where the state and its organs seek the removal of inhabitants
under any pretext. In doing so, we recommend that all relevant organs of the state apply the UN Basic
Guidelines and Pringlies for Developmenbased Evictions and Displacements.

We also encourage your intervention to see to it that all state institutions, including the Land
Commission, seek accountability and liability of those (officials and others) engaged in corrugeddsd

and that all relevant organs of the state ensure that the conditions for legal evictions (General Comment
No. 7) are met before initiating any eviction process. This would begin with an impact assessment in
advance of any evictions or resettlemens, well as currently displaced persons, in order to ensure
reparations for those affected.

We look forward to hearing of your efforts, Your Excellency, to ensure that the Land Commission
adheres to the dictates of the Constitution and value human rightparticular adequate housing,
continuous improvement of living conditions and land rights of the poor and vulnerable.

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request you to keep us
informed about the actions tak by your good offices.

Sincerely,
[your signature]
[your organization]

Email:dhikwa@africaonline.co.zw
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H.E. Barbara van Hellemond

Ambassador of The Netherlands to Zimbabwe
TheNetherlands Embassy in Harare

2 Arden Road

Newlands

Harare

Your Excellency:

We are writing to you with grave concern for thousands of residents in Masvingo Province who are facing the
threat of imminent eviction from their residences and lands.

In Chirelzi District, the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water, Climate and Rural Resettlement, along with the local
District Administrator, plan to resettle over 10,000 people in Feversham, Arda Magudu, Mutirikwi Section, Wasara
Wasara, Chegwite, and propertigsthe Save Valley Conservancy (Lavanga, Masapasi, Angus and Mukazi), citing
Section 3 of the Gazetted Lands Act Chapter 20:28. Masvingo Provincial Affairs Minister Cde Ezra Chadzamira has
confirmed that more than 2000 families are facing eviction.

Angusis a Dutckowned property; the Dutch ambassador to Zimbabwe has indicated that no further Dutch
investments would be made in the country as long as the Zimbabwean inhabits remain on the land. We realize that
this exerts further pressure on the Zimbabwegmvernment to remove the residents.

The Dutch owners of Angus claim their land under a Bilateral Investment Promotion and Protection (BIPPA) treaty
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claim against Zimbabwe in 2009 before the Washindiared International Centre for Settlement of Investment

Disputes after their farms were confiscated during the chaotic Zimbabwe land reform of 2000. This time, the

forced eviction of Zimbabweanhabitants with acquired rights to the land may constitute a violation not only of
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ICESCR, prohibiting forced evictions by legal or morabpersf Netherlands nationality anywhere.

Following minimum international norms, eviction should be undertaken only as a last resort and in accordance
with the following eight principles: (a) an opportunity for genuine consultation with those affecteddégjuate

and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of eviction; (c) information on the
proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose for which the land or housing is to be used,
to be made availablan reasonable time to all those affected; (d) especially where groups of people are involved,
government officials or their representatives to be present during an eviction; (e) all persons carrying out the
eviction to be properly identified; (f) evictismot to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the
affected persons consent otherwise; (g) provision of legal remedies; and (h) provision, where possible, of legal aid
to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from the courts.

Furthermore, evictions should not result in individuals being rendered homeless or vulnerable to the violation of

other human rights. Where those affected are unable to provide for themselves, the State party to ICESCR must

take all appropriate measuresy the maximum of its available resources, to ensure that adequate alternative

housing, resettlement or access to productive land, as the case may be, is available. Failure to adhere to these
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We are convinced that an urgent solution is required to prevent the violation of the human rights of these

communities. We join ZPLRM in urging Your Excellency to avoid any action or threat of action that would
contravene The Nethdrly R4 Q SEGNI GSNNARG2NALFE L/ 9{/w GNBFG& 26f AT {A
of the Covenant.

We thank you for your attention on this urgent matter and kindly request you to keep us informed about
the actions taken byour good offices.



Sincerely,

[your signature]
[your organization]

Email:har@minbuza.nl
Tel: +263 (0)772 23650 / 236151
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Budiriro and Aspindale

Caledonia Demol

Banana Groove Farm

ManzouFarm, Mazowe

Tokwe-Mukorsi Displaced

Wincrest Farm, Masvingo
Stolen Farms Stolen again
Nyazura HHs Attacked
Marange to Arda Transau
Mugabe Supporters Seize
Farms

New waveof displacements

Politically Motivated
Property Destruction

47 Families Face Eviction
Harare: 15 Tenants Evicted

Operation Murambatsvina

Opposition Supporters
Homes Burnt to the Ground

Opposition face eviction &
property damage

Mass Farm Evictions in
Zimbabwe

Dispossession and
Confiscation at Leopardvlei
Farm

Stolen Farms Stolen again

Annex |: Violation Database Entries

Housing and Land Rights Violation Database
Search esults for all type of violation
between 01 Jan 2000 and 03 Feb 2019

09/12/2015

12/09/2015

23/06/2014

19/03/2014

29/01/2014

01/01/2012

13/06/2011
01/03/2011
15/06/2009

10/02/2009

29/03/2008

11/01/2008

01/01/2008
07/02/2007

18/05/2005

14/04/2002

10/04/2002

09/04/2002

09/04/2002

02/06/2000

Victims Details

Development

Type of violation
Forced eviction

1,250 Demolition/destruction
Forced eviction
18,500 Demolition/destruction

Dispossession/confiscation
Forced eviction
300 Demolition/destruction
Dispossession/confiscation
Forced eviction

4.500 1-2 Demolition/destruction
Dispossession/confiscation
20,000 1 F(_)rced eV|c_t|on _ _
Dispossession/confiscation
Forced eviction
5,000 Demolition/destruction
5,600 Dispossession/confiscation
20 Forced eviction
Demolition/destruction
5.000

Forced eviction
700 Demolition/destruction
Dispossession/confiscation
Forced eviction

15.000 1 Demolition/destruction
9 1 Demolition/destruction
235 1 Fc_nrced evic_tion _ _
Dispossession/confiscation
15 1 Forced eviction
Forced eviction
570.000 1,2,5 1-2 Demolition/destruction
Dispossession/confiscation
Forced eviction
11 1 Demolition/destruction
Dispossession/confiscation
4 1 Forced eviction
Demolition/destruction
Forced eviction
45.000 1 Demolition/destruction
Dispossession/confiscation
45.000 1 Fc_Jrced evic_tion _ _
Dispossession/confiscation
5.600 1 Dispossession/confiscation

Affected persons 736,144 Record Count 18
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http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pWlmZg==
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/Grace%20Mugabe%20new%20twist.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/Zimbabwe.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21pZqk=
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/02/03/homeless-landless-and-destitute/plight-zimbabwes-tokwe-mukorsi-flood-victims
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21pZqo=
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=o2hmZg==
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=o2hobA==
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21pZqw=
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=qHFn
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=qHFn
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1r
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/ZimhumanrightsreportApr2002.rtf
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1n
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1n
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/zimhumanrightsreportjanuary_2008.doc
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pmto
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/KenyaReport.aspx
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pGts
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/harare0207.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pG8=
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/ZIM%20100605.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/Tibaijuka_ZimbabweReport.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/Joint%20Statement%20on%20Forced%20Evictions%2023%20June.doc
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/Zimbabwe_Overview_Aug07.pdf1
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/Tibaijuka_ZimbabweReport.pdf1
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1o
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1o
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/ZimhumanrightsreportApr2002.rtf
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1l
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1l
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/iopt0308sumandrecs.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1p
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1p
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/ZimhumanrightsreportApr2002.rtf
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1m
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1m
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=pm1m
http://www.hlrn.org/img/violation/iopt0308sumandrecs.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=o2hmZg==

