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Disclaimer  

The author bears full responsibility for the data and information presented in this report. The 
data and information presented herein is based fieldwork work carried out by the consultant 
supported by a research team from SSA: UHSNET. The subsequent views based on this data and 
information do not necessarily reflect those of Shelter and Settlements Alternatives ς Uganda 
Human and Settlements Network (SSA ς UHSNET) or Housing and Land Rights Network ς Habitat 
International Coalition (HIC ς HLRN). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ii 
 

 

  



iii 
 

Executive Summary 

Since 2019, Shelter and Settlements Alternatives: Uganda Human Settlements Network (SSA: UHSNET) 

has been implementing a project, Ψ!ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǎǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Home,Ω 

in collaboration with Housing and Land Rights Network of Habitat International Coalition (HIC-HLRN). In 

2020, ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ 

practices in Northern Uganda, a case study of women in Amuru District. The research team applied the 

Violation Impact Assessment Tool as the analytical method to measure human rights deprivation of a 

sample of women potentially affected due to the customary practices in the area.  

 

Amuru District in Northern Uganda is among several districts that were heavily destabilized by the 20-

year-long [ƻǊŘΩǎ wŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ !ǊƳȅ insurgency that afflicted the Acholi Sub-region from the late 1980s to 

2006. Communities were systematically uprooted from their ǊǳǊŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ΨŎŀƳǇǎ.Ω ²ƛǘƘ 

the end of the conflict in 2006, various state and donor-ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ΨǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

implemented in attempts to restore community livelihoods. However, many returnees found themselves 

dispossessed of their ancestral land, a vital asset in relation to their long-term livelihoods, wellbeing and 

welfare.  

 

The VIAT-based survey showed that dispossession of female-headed households from their homes was 

rampant in the area. Using a random sampling approach, 100 households in total (86 female-headed and 

14 male-headed) were engaged in this survey. The majority of female respondents (90%), reported that 

land-related conflicts were prevalent among them and between different communities. These conflicts 

have manifested in displacement and dispossession of households from their land, a situation 

accentuated by the loss of life, propagating family and community feuds (tension, fights and hatred) that 

often culminated in dispossession and displacement, as well as loss of valuable assets/property (e.g., by 

the burning of houses). Cases where women were subjected to gender-based violence, forced eviction 

and denial of their heritance rights have been documented through mediation, locus visits, alternative 

dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms and court cases for those where ADR mechanisms could not remedy 

the violations. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻŎƛƻ-culturally induced gender-based land dispossession has had 

a significant effect on women/female-headed households. This highlights the urgent need to 

conceptualize the gender dimensions to habitat-related human rights, impacts of land evictions and 

mechanisms for redress. The limited space enabling women to share and report their experiences within 

the socio-cultural settings need enhancement. The study also showed the uncertainty about the exact 

quantification of cases in the area, due to the absence of effective reporting and monitoring mechanisms. 

As a result of the interactions and engagements with various stakeholders during the survey, the following 

interventions were highlighted to address the challenge of land and home dispossession of female-headed 

households at the local level in Amuru: 

I. Scaling-up the promotion of locally driven multi-actor dialogue and mediation framework among 

households, families and clans where land-related conflicts have been reported; 
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II. Instituting a socio-cultural campaign to transform existing socio-cultural norms and values, with 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎκƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ; 

III. Mobilizing and training women and men from local communities, local leaders, public officials and 

other non-state actors to plan, build and iƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

support for affected women. 

It is further recommended that there be further interventions, as follows: 

(a) Mobilization and support of the documented cases through an actionable legal-aid schedule. This 

would enable redress for existing cases, while documenting the outcomes to create a system for 

monitoring and sharing. 

(b) Increased awareness to change, strengthen and rebuild the socio- cultural systems to support women 

enjoy their rights to land and home, as well as other rights in the different regions and districts in the 

country. 

(c) Targeted micro-scalar interventions around appropriate settlement planning and housing technologies 

to promote live-able human settlements for improvement of welfare and wellbeing of affected 

communities. 

(d) The need remains to undertake more research to better understand this form of dispossession in its 

various dimensions of magnitude; triggers and drivers; and mechanisms for optimum outcomes by the 

wide range of non-state and state actors. 

(e) Mobilization and development of a multi-actor working partnership/working group focusing on 

gender-based dispossession that enlists all relevant state and non-state actors at various scales to 

harness a diverse range of resources. 
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1. Introduction and background  

1.1 Introduction 

The spectre of socio-culturally induced displacement and dispossession is given far too little 

attention, partly due to the limited research on the matter, especially within the broader field of 

development. Notably, despite the obligation states parties to the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (which Uganda ratified in 1987) to report every five years 

on forced evictions and their impacts, no current Goal, Target or Indicator under the current 

2030 Agenda captures these poverty-deepening impediments to development. Emerging 

anecdotal evidence, however, indicates that this form of displacement is a pervasive element of 

life for inhabitants of every region, the magnitude and scale of whose socio-economic impacts 

are quite significant, but untold.  

 

Recognising this monitoring and policy gap is critical to ensuring that universally agreed 

international development agenda commitments meet local expectations aligned with common 

interests and values, as well as codified human rights and corresponding state obligations. 

Otherwise, livelihoods will continue to be disrupted and irreversibly impacted, exacerbating 

impoverishment, social conflict, violence, destitution and environmental degradation, reducing 

all of which are the subjects of promises for Ȭtransforming our world.ȭ1 The apparent deficiency 

in data regarding socio-culturally induced displacement and dispossession demands directing 

more efforts to develop and test new frameworks, and/or apply due diligence to monitor existing 

human rights obligations, not only to understand the various inherent dimensions, root causes 

 
1  UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, A/RES/70/1, 25 October 2015, 

at: https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda.  

Figure 1: Livestock (ducks and goats) maintained by households in a typical Amuru District homestead. See details of 
these assets on p. 18. Source: SSA: UHSNET. 

https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
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and consequences of this phenomenon, but also to enhance other existing approaches toward 

remedies and greater development sustainability. 

 

Socio-culturally induced displacement and dispossession are realities in many communities, 
especially in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, where deeply entrenched traditional socio-cultural 
norms, values and systems pervade everyday life. While this is a global phenomenon, it is 
especially more pronounced in largely under-reported rural areas, although the impacts also 
spill-over into peri-urban and urban areas, given the fluid socio-cultural interactions that occur 
across rural-urban spatial continuum.  

 
As is also universal, this form of displacement and dispossession disproportionately affects 
women, as learned through significant evidence generated from cross-cutting thematic 
investigations, revealing a trend of increasing frequency and severity. Its short- and long-term 
social, economic, environmental and political impacts cannot be underestimated. Socio-
culturally induced displacement and dispossession create cleavages that deepen vulnerability to 
further discrimination and deprivation, exposure to various livelihood risks and untold material 
and human costs. 
 
 

  

Map of Uganda, highlighting 

Amuru District: Like most 

Ugandan districts, Amuru 

District is named after its 'chief 

town,' Amuru, where the district 

headquarters are located. 

Amuru District was established 

by the Ugandan Parliament in 

2006. Prior to that, the district 

was part of Gulu District. Amuru 

District, together with Agago 

District, Gulu District, Kitgum 

District, Lamwo District, Nwoya 

District and Pader District, is 

part of the larger Acholi sub-

region, home to an estimated 

1.5 million Acholi, according to 

the 2002 national census. The 

district is composed of four sub 

counties, 29 parishes and 387 

villages. Source: mapingpro. 
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1.2 Background 

In partnership with Housing and Land Rights Network of Habitat International Coalition (HIC-
HLRN), Shelter and Settlements Alternatives: Uganda Human Settlement Network (SSA: 
UHSNET) undertook a Violation Impact Assessment of several communities in Pabbo, Lamogi 
and Kilak in Amuru District, Acholi Sub-region, Northern Uganda. Amuru District is among 
several other districts that were heavily destabilised by the long 20-year-running LRA 
insurgency that afflicted the Acholi Sub-region from the late 1980s to 2006.2  
 
#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÕÐÒÏÏÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÅÔÔÌÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ȬÃÁÍÐÓ.ȭ 
With the end of the conflict in 2006, various state and donor-ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ȬÒÅÈÁÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 
were implemented in attempts to restore community livelihoods. However, the process has 
been far from satisfactory, with many returnees finding themselves dispossessed of their 
ancestral land, a vital asset in enabling their long-term livelihoods, wellbeing and welfare.  
 
Through interviews and discussions with key development actors in Amuru District, the study 
team how rampant eviction of female-headed households was in the area. An initial assessment 
of the case was made by SSA: UHSNET with a local partner, West Acholi Cooperative Union 
(WACU) in August 2020. Subsequently, the partners modelled a VIA Tool around the local asset 
base (household, community, social, civic, economic and materials, as well as intangible) and 
drafted an estimated household expenditure schedule. The tool generally explored the complex 
dimensions of issues involved and values at stake that underpin conditions of displacement and 
dispossession. The team then pretested and validated the VIA Tool before surveys commenced 
in November to generate information that could be adopted to develop, implement and 
institutionalize relevant remedy and reparation mechanisms. 
 
Amuru District lies in the Acholi Sub-region, Northern Uganda, bordering South Sudan. (See 
map above.) In total, 120 households were purposively selected from the three divisions of 
Pabbo, Lamogi and Kilak, in Amuru Town Council. Though designated an urban area, by 
classification under 5ÇÁÎÄÁȭÓ ,ÏÃÁÌ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×Î ÉÓ ÐÒÅÄÏÍinantly rural, 
characterised by several small trading centres along the Gulu-South Sudan highway with 
sparsely located households.  
 
In these centres, wholesaling and retailing in various household goods and food supplies 
dominate economic activity. Services such as motorcycle repair, salons, tailoring and mobile 
money transfer complete the ensemble of economic activities that characterise these centres. 
The livelihoods of the latter are largely based on agricultural subsistence. Households grow 
crops including sorghum, maize, sesame, ground nuts (peanuts), millet, sweet potatoes, cassava 
and beans.  
 
Recently, a shift has taken place toward cultivating upland rice, which concurrently meets 
essential household food needs, and the surplus is sold for income. Animals reared by 

 
2  Norwegian Refugee CouncilΣ άtǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΥ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀέ όas of 10 August, 2005), at: 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/93AA7EAD7E739FF4C125705A00412A1E-globalidp-uga-10Aug.pdf.  

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/93AA7EAD7E739FF4C125705A00412A1E-globalidp-uga-10Aug.pdf
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households in the area include cattle, goats, chicken, pigs and rabbits. Many households 
supplement their income by harvesting high-demand fruits such as mangoes and soursop3  from 
their land lots when in season. 

 

2. Land policy, legal framework and politics in Uganda 
2.1 Land policy and legal framework 

Land and livelihoods are inseparable in a country like Uganda, where agriculture remains the 
single largest employer and main means of survival. The success of state-led efforts for reducing 
poverty and striving to achieve both a qualitative and quantitative improvement in human 
welfare are contingent upon the existence and operation of an effective policy and legal 
framework/processes for the adjudication of gender-based dispossession. Unfortunately, these 
processes and institutions appear to be largely skewed away from addressing development-
induced displacement and dispossession, overlooking the complex challenges that the socio-
culturally induced dimension poses. Thus, the challenges posed by these entrenched practices 
have been rendered invisible. The convergence of various factors (e.g., the armed rebellion that 
engulfed much of the northern4 region between 1987 and 2006 etc.) has led to the gradual 
erosion of social structures in areas such as Amuru District. Prior to the rebellion, these 
structures acted as important buffers against land displacement and dispossession. 

Figure 2: Agriculture activities by households in Amuru. Source: SSA: UHSNET. 

The government of Uganda and its development partners have made significant progress in 
addressing development-induced displacement through vital tools such as the Constitution of 
Republic of Uganda (1995), Local Governments Act (1997), Uganda National Land Policy (2013), 

 
3  Also known as annona, custard apple, or cherimoya. 
4  ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ wŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ !ǊƳȅ ό[w!ύ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мΦт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊŀƭ 

lands in Acholi sub-region. 
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Uganda Land Amendment Act (2010), National Resettlement Policy, the National Policy for 
Internally Displaced Persons (2004) and the emerging guidelines for land evictions.5 However, 
this framework provides only partial protection for communities threatened, or at risk of land 
dispossession, especially where the socio-cultural dimension is a factor.  
 
This study provides valuable learning that can be harnessed toward a more-holistic approach to 
dispossession, particularly in relation to highly vulnerable and at-risk groups such as women. It 
is hoped that the insights and perspectives generated, thus, will help to further enhance and 
broaden the policy, institutional and legislative frameworks for more equitable, balanced and 
sustainable social transformation. 
 

2.2 Contextualising international, regional and national policy and legal frameworks  

The ongoing displacement and dispossession of communities in Amuru District contravenes 
many of the above local, as well as international norms and standards, including state 
obligations under treaty6 to respect, protect and fulfil fundamental and inalienable human 
rights. Consistent with the human right to adequate housing, the international law prohibition 
against forced eviction classifies such forced evictions ÁÓ Á ȬÇÒÏÓÓ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎȟȭ7 invoking the 
entitlement of reparation for victims. 
  
Dispossession of communities in Amuru District against their will and without consent in the 
absence of redress and reparationɂincluding restitution, return, resettlement, rehabilitation, 
compensation, guarantees of non-ÒÅÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÁÃÔÉÏÎ8ɂis illegal and unjust. The 
Republic of Uganda is obliged to take appropriate measures to protect against such 
dispossession and the accompanying costs, losses and damage to victims.9 
 

 
5  Taddeo .ǿŀƳōŀƭŜΣ ά5ǊŀŦǘ ƭŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΣέ New Vision (20 May 2019), at: 

https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1500581/draft-land-eviction-guidelines-readyΤ ά{ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ [ŀƴŘ 9ǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ 
DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣέ ¢ƘŜ WǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀ όм !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфύΣ ŀǘΥ  
https://www.judiciary.go.ug/data/news/723/Stakeholders%20Discuss%20Land%20Eviction%20Guidelines%20.htmlΤ ¢ƻƳ aŀƭŀōŀΣ άWǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣέ Daily Monitor (1 August 2019), at: https://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Judicial-officers-
land-eviction-guidelines-Bart-Katurebe/688334-5218836-rsvbx7/index.html.  

6  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified by Uganda in 1995, Articles 2.3, 6.1, 7, 9.1, 25 and 26; International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Articles 11, 12, 21.1; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
Articles; in addition to recognition of the human right to property in Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 17. 

7  See /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΣ άŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴΣέ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ мффоκ77, 10 March 1993, at: 
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/ECN4199377%20en.pdfΤ ά!ŦŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǎǎ 
violation of human rights, in particular ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΤέ ǇŀǊŀΦ мΤ άtǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 
2004/28, 16 April 2004, para. 1, at: http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/E-CN_4-RES-2004-28.pdf. 

8  For the definition of the internationally recognized standard of reparation, see Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to 
a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of 
Internatiƻƴŀƭ IǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ [ŀǿΣέ !κw9{κслκмптΣ нм aŀǊŎƘ нллсΣ ŀǘΥ http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/remedy.htm.     

9  Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), Concluding observations on the initial report of Uganda, E/C.12/UGA/CO/1, 8 July 
2015, para. 30, at: https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E/C.12/UGA/CO/1&Lang=En; 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDaW), Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women: Uganda, CEDAW/C/UGA/CO/7, 5 November 2010, paras. 25ς26, at: 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/UGA/CO/7&Lang=En.  

https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1500581/draft-land-eviction-guidelines-ready
https://www.judiciary.go.ug/data/news/723/Stakeholders%20Discuss%20Land%20Eviction%20Guidelines%20.html
https://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Judicial-officers-land-eviction-guidelines-Bart-Katurebe/688334-5218836-rsvbx7/index.html
https://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Judicial-officers-land-eviction-guidelines-Bart-Katurebe/688334-5218836-rsvbx7/index.html
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/ECN4199377%20en.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/E-CN_4-RES-2004-28.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/remedy.htm
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E/C.12/UGA/CO/1&Lang=En
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/UGA/CO/7&Lang=En
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2.3 Politics of land in Uganda 

5ÇÁÎÄÁȭÓ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ ÉÎÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÈÁÓ ÐÅÒÈÁps become one of 
ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÂÁÒÒÉÅÒÓ ÔÏ 5ÇÁÎÄÁȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ 
investment has been undertaken toward reforming the land sector, little progress has been 
made to untangle the complex politics around land access, ownership claims and tenure rights.  
 
Land is a highly emotive and contentious issue across much of Uganda, particularly in areas such 
as Amuru, Northern Uganda. Previously held communally, administered and adjudicated 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÁÒÙ ÒÕÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÒÍÓȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÉÌÙ ÔÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ Á ȬÃÏÍÍon 
ÇÏÏÄȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÁÐÉÄÌÙ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ 
of the LRA insurgency in the mid-2000s with the privatisation of land rights.  
 
This process accelerated thereafter, and proceeds apace today. Subsequently, communal rights 
have been overtaken by private tenure rights and claims, a process characterised by land-
grabbing and rampant evictions. This has, in turn, fuelled socio-culturally and gender-based land 
dispossession, livelihood disruptions and escalation of conflict and violence at a scale and 
magnitude never seen before. The introduction of private land rights and formal mediating 
institutions during the colonial era certainly has played a significant part in shaping these 
emerging land politics (Green, 2005; Nkurunziza, 2007). The above is driven, in part, by the 
involvement of numerous (state and non-state) actors interacting through a complex geometry 
of informal/formal power relations that are driving land market segmentation and speculation. 
It is through these processes that land in Uganda has become highly commoditized (Shuaib, 
2010). The convergence of the above factors has contributed significantly to creating an 
enabling environment for the rising cases of gender-based land dispossession in areas such as 
Amuru, Northern Uganda. 

 
Figure 3: Survey team meeting in the field to discuss findings. Source: SSA: UHSNET. 
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3. Conceptual framework and methodology  
This study set out to establish and deepen understanding of the impacts of socio-culturally 
induced home and habitat loss on women, particularly female-headed households in Amuru 
District, Northern Uganda. It enabled a critical analysis of how socio-cultural norms are shaping 
the emerging gendered social geographies around land rights and housing.  
 
Using the collective experiences of selected households that had faced evictions, or were facing 
eviction to assess the extent of rights violations affecting their wealth, wellbeing and habitat, 
including security, family cohesion and social networks. (See Conceptual framework below.) The 
study provided valuable insights for devising and implementing interventions to open up 
transformatÉÖÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÁÌÏÇÕÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÓ 
a result of deeply entrenched socio-cultural practices.  
 
Conceptually, the study sought to provide critical insights into the multi-dimensional impacts of 
dispossession and the modes of violations that circumscribe them, to establish means of redress 
for groups like women who are particularly vulnerable to socio-cultural induced displacement. 
 

3.1 Conceptual framework 

4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÕÁÌ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÓ the logic of human rights methodology with the 

international law framework for remedy and reparations for victims of gross violations. The former 

ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÓ ÁÄÅÑÕÁÔÅ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÎÅÅÄ ÁÎÄȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ Á ÌÉÆÅ 

with dignity. That specific human right, as well as other indivisible human rights related to habitat 

such as water and land to meet physical and livelihood needs, lies at the normative centre of the 

circle depicted in the graph below. With habitat-related human rights at the centre, the cycle that 

is the subject of any remedial human rights intervention involves the corresponding obligation on 

the part of the state to (1) respect the right (i.e., refrain from violating it), (2) protect the right (from 

violations by third parties) and (3) fulfil that right (by measures that promote the human right 

through various means, facilitate and assist its realization). 

 

When incidents (exemplified in the right-hand column) cause violations of the human right, that 

causes impacts that the present study has investigated to inventory the issues involved and 

values at stake. The composite impacts (costs, losses and damage) arising from the violation 

warrant remedy to restore the various material and non-material values affected. While this 

conceptual framework seeks reparative justice, rather than retributive justice, its primary 

objective is to seek remedy for the victims and affected persons and households. While the state 

remains the primary duty holder in human rights law and methodology, the duty to make 

reparation to the victim as a priorityɂwith or without apprehension, prosecution and conviction 

of other perpetratorsɂÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÍÅÄÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÉÎÃÅÎÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏ-

actively inhibit recurrence of the violation, for it engages further cycles of deprivation, impacts 

ÁÎÄ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÍÅÄÙȢ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÄÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÌÉÇÅÎÔ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÔ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒ 

perpetrators should prove incentive for those parties not to repeat the gross violation. 
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To the left of the model is a summary of the entitlements of reparation for victims of gross 

violations of human rights such as forced eviction. These are defined in general principles of 

international law and adopted by the UN General Assembly as the indivisible composite of 

elements in the reparation formula, namely: (1) restitution to the situation before the violation; 

(2) consensual return; (3) resettlement under favourable conditions, if needed; (4) rehabilitation 

of all kinds; (5) compensation for values physically impossible to restore; (6) effective guarantees 

of non-repetition of the violation; and (7) satisfaction on the part of the victims that justice has 

been done.  

Figure 4: Graphic depiction of the conceptual framework for analysing socio-culturally gender-based evictions in Amuru in 
pursuit of reparative justice for victims. Source: Davinder Lamba, Mazingira Institute, Nairobi, Kenya. 

 

3.2 Methodology 

Preliminary field visits were carried out by SSA: UHSNET to better understand how socio-
culturally induced displacement and dispossession had impacted communities in Amuru 
District, as reported by the area local partner, WACU, in August 2020. These preliminary field 
visits were undertaken by SSA: UHSNET field staff and were vital in collecting information 
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regarding the physical, socio-demographic and economic characteristics of the community, in 
addition to verifying the claims of displacement and dispossession.  
 
Subsequently, after several follow-up meetings to discuss the cases in-depth, a VIA survey 
employing mixed methods (qualitative and quantitative) commenced. The survey was carried out 
under a collaborative approach where a selection of WACU executives, members and community 
leaders helped in testing the data collection tool and executing the data collection process. Given 
the prevailing conditions as a result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the research team was 
strictly advised to adhere and follow Ministry of Health-issued SOPs in all field activities. 

Figure 5: Research team engaged in brainstorming session after data collection. Source: SSA: UHSNET. 

The team adopted a mixed-methods approach for the study, involving the use of a survey 
questionnaire with a predetermined sample, key person interviews, observation, photography 
and secondary information from both grey and published literature. Ten officers from WACU 
were constituted into a local research team to help collect data for the survey. They were 
engaged in a 3-day basic research training session, in which they also undertook a fieldwork to 
pre-test the VIA Tool. The training involved grounding the research team in the objectives of the 
assignment, basic data collection skills and research ethics, in addition enhancing their 
comprehension of contextual issues including gender, women, land/property rights, 
vulnerability, depravation, displacement and dispossession. Twenty targeted households10 were 
selected from Amuru Town Council for the VIA Tool pre-testing.  
 
After the pre-testing and training, the VIA Tool was revised in line with recommendations made 
by the research team. Data collection commenced in November 2020. The assistant researchers 
were issued with masks, hand sanitizers and also advised to follow social distancing rules during 
field visits. 

 
10  These included 15 households headed by women and five households headed by men in Pabbo, Lamogi and Kilak, Amuru Town 

Council. 
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Figure 6: Supervision of data collection process during fieldwork in Amuru. Source: SSA: UHSNET. 

Using a random sampling approach, 100 households in total (86 female-headed and 14 male-
headed) were engaged in the survey to generate data and information for the assignment. The 
ten research assistants worked in groups of two while administering the VIA questionnaire to 
the selected households under two cooperative members of WACU: Keyo and Pabo. The 
consultant and SSA: UHSNET staff supervised the process and provided additional support 
needed by the research assistants throughout the data collection. Once the data collection was 
complete, the questionnaires were coded, data entered and analysed using SPSS and 
subsequently interrogated to generate the findings herein. 
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4. Findings of VIA survey 
Survey population characteristics 

As indicated in the prior, 100 households were selected for the VIA survey. The survey sample 
was largely drawn from among the WACU members as highlighted in the table below: 

These were also the same households that were involved in the validation of the emerging 
findings. 
 Area Proportion of HHs (%) 

1. Kilak 10 
2. Pabbo 46 

3. Lamogi 44 
 Totals 100 
   

A. Household size 

The households enrolled in the survey had an average size of 3 members, though the majority 
(37%) recorded a membership of four (4), which is close to the national average.  
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Figure 7: Coconut palm growing in one of the Amuru District compounds. Source: SSA: UHSNET. 


























































