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PM okays process to transfer state land to private ownership
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By Tzali Greenberg, Haaretz Correspondent
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Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has given the go ahead to calls for changes in the way in which land in Israel is registered and for reforms in the Israel Lands Administration, Deputy Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said Monday. 


Speaking after a meeting with Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Sharon, Olmert said the recommendations by the Gadish Committee would soon be submitted for government approval. 


The Gadish Committee proposed allowing homeowners to register their homes under their own names. Until now, lands have been leased by the state.

The committee's findings also deal with attempts to improve efficiency at the Israel Lands Administration. Olmert said that the marketing of land for sale must be the administration's primary objective, noting that improvement in marketing capability would largely influence the real estate market, state revenue and the Israeli economy. 


According to the recommendations approved by Sharon, the administration will concentrate its functions into three areas: registration, protection and marketing of land. This will come at the expense of other areas with which administration deals, in the hope of increasing its organizational and structural efficiency. 

The reforms will be implemented through structural changes in the ILA. The panel found that the administration's existing statutory structure obstructs its ability to function as it is subordinate to the Israel Lands Council on one hand, and to rules and procedures of government ministries on the other.

The committee did not have enough time to properly investigate the issue and therefore also recommended the establishment of an inter-ministerial team to offer alternatives
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