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About 8,000 squatters were yesterday left homeless after their houses were burnt to ashes during an eviction in Marakwet District.
The exercise, carried out in Embobut and Kipkunur forests, on Friday, also saw churches and schools torched by a combined force of forest officers, administration and regular police. 
The eviction was supervised by Marakwet District Forest Officer (DFO), Dennis Keringo, who said the Government had resorted to forceful eviction after the squatters defied an order to move out.
"We gave them a notice and they chose to ignore it. That is why we had to move in and evict them by force," Keringo said. 
He blamed the squatters for encroaching on the forestland and destroying over 15,000 acres.
Keringo said the eviction would go on and that no family would be allowed to go back to their homes.
The DFO said majority of the squatters masqueraded as landless people but had other farms in the district. 
The move however drew angry reactions from local leaders led by Marakwet East MP Linah Kilimo and former Finance assistant minister John Marimoi. Kilimo termed the eviction "brutal and inhuman", saying that property worth millions of shillings had been destroyed.
The leaders termed the planned eviction "illegal". They said the squatters were not to blame for destruction of sections of the forest.
Marimoi said the squatters had occupied areas in the forest, where there were no trees or bushes, for more than 40 years in an arrangement dating back to colonial days.
He claimed those responsible for destruction of the forests were unscrupulous timber and charcoal dealers who allegedly colluded with some Government officials in the district.


