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Mexico City, 23 of August 2006              

Distinguished Sir: 

The Council of Communal Farmers and Communities in Opposition to the Parota Dam (Consejo de Ejidos y Comunidades Opositores a la Presa la Parota, CECOP), member of the Mexican Movement of Persons Affected by Dams and in Defense of Rivers (Movimiento Mexicano de Afectados por las Presas y en Defensa de los Ríos, MAPDER), would like to express to you our profound gratitude for the interest and concern you have demonstrated during the past three years in relation to the difficult situation we are living due to the permanent threat constituted by construction of the Parota Hydroelectric Dam Project in the state of Guerrero, Mexico.       

The grave violations of our human rights perpetrated by various institutions of the Mexican State since the initial discussions of the planned project, and the additional violations we would suffer if the dam is built, make it indispensable that we continue to struggle from the legal, political and organizational perspectives to defend our life and our land. The numerous experiences of our colleagues from MAPDER who in recent years have directly suffered the terrible consequences of dams on their lands, provide further motivation for us to maintain this posture. Today we have a new and very serious example of the suffering inflicted on populations affected by these mega-projects of death. We refer to the population of El Ciruelo, also member of MAPDER, in the northern Mexican state of Nayarit, where the Cajón dam, a very damaging project of the government of Vicente Fox, is in its implementation stages. As we write this letter, the population of El Ciruelo is resisting abandoning their homes and lands which are already being flooded by the filling reservoir. This population opposed the dam since the beginning, but to make matters worse, at this time they are unable to relocate because the replacement houses built by the government are already cracked due to their poor quality. The community and organizations supporting them are currently elaborating documents which will soon be available to detail and denounce the crisis. 
Historically, the Federal Electricity Commission (Comisión Federal de Electricidad-CFE), has not showed any case of relocation in which the new living conditions of the displaced people are better or at least similar then the ones they had before the eviction.
These facts provides us with additional elements and motives to say NO to the Parota dam.

Considering what we are currently living and what could happen in the coming months, we beseech you to continue to support us as you have to date. We also note that we recently received the visit of the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of the Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, Mr. Rodolfo Stavenhagen, who pronounced very strong words toward the government and comforting words for us. We have also learned of the interest expressed regarding our situation by the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Jean Ziegler. During the recent visit to Geneva by our colleague Rodolfo Chávez, the possibility was noted of joint declarations by all the UN Rapporteurs familiar with the case in order to achieve the strongest possible impact. We hope that if necessary, collaboration could be established at the highest level in order to make this a reality.

Before closing, we would like to extend to you a cordial invitation so that in the near future you might visit the beautiful land that we are dedicated to defend, where we live and for which we struggle, and the terrible problems we are facing, as well as those of all of our colleagues united in MAPDER. The defense initiated three years ago has obligated us to set aside our jobs, our daily activities, and our families, to live under constant pressure in our own communities due to the conflicts the project is provoking among families themselves, and to fear eviction against our will from the lands we inherited from our parents and on which we hope and wish to continue to live in peace with our children.

Sincerely yours, 

Consejo de Ejidos y Comunidades Opositores a la Presa la Parota (CECOP)      

