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Incursions: During the reported period, IOF conducted at least 34 military incursions into Palestinian communities in the West Bank, during which they raided dozens of houses and arrested 123 Palestinian civilians, including 4 children and 3 women. On Tuesday, 7 November 2006, IOF arrested Eng. ‘Abdul Rahman Zaidan, Minister of Housing and Public Works, in Ramallah. Thus, the number of Palestinian Ministers arrested by IOF since 25 June 2006 has increased 10. IOF also transformed two houses into military sites.

In the Gaza Strip, in addition to the offensive of Beit Hanun, IOF conducted two military incursions into al-Tuffah neighborhood in the east of Gaza City. During these incursions, IOF killed a number of Palestinians, razed at least 250 dunums [1 dunum=1K2 meters] of agricultural land; destroyed 136 houses, including 16 ones completely and a mosque; damaged 3 mosques, a number schools and a hospital; and arrested 22 Palestinians. They also razed at least 20 dunums of agricultural land and destroyed two factories and a house in al-Tuffah neighborhood in Gaza City….

The outcome of crimes committed by IOF since 25 June 2006:
o     342 Palestinians, mostly civilians, including 64 children and 15 women, have been killed by IOF.

o     At least 1186 Palestinian civilians, including 344 children and 49 women, have been wounded by the IOF gunfire. 

o     At least 292 air-to-surface missiles and hundreds of artillery shells have been fired at Palestinian civilian and military targets in the Gaza Strip.

o     Buildings of the Palestinian Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of National economy, the office of the Palestinian Prime Minister and a number of educational institutions have been destroyed.  

o     The electricity generation plant, providing 45% of the electricity of the Gaza Strip, was destroyed, and electricity networks and transmitters have been repeatedly attacked.

o     6 bridges linking Gaza City with the central Gaza Strip and a number of roads have been destroyed.  

o     Hundreds of dunums of agricultural land and dozens of houses have been destroyed.  

o     Hundreds of Palestinian civilians, including 10 ministers and 31 members of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC), including the Speaker, Deputy Speaker and Secretary, have been arrested. Minster of Prisoners’ Affairs, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Labor and Second Deputy Speaker of the PLC were released. 

o     The Palestinian governmental compound in Nablus has been destroyed.

o     Many families in Rafah, Beit Hanun and Beit Lahiya have been forced to leave their houses. 

o     IOF intelligence has warned some Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip by phone to evacuate their houses, which would be attacked. 

o     58 houses belonging to activists of Palestinian factions were destroyed by IOF warplanes. 

o     IOF have imposed a strict siege on the OPT, and have isolated the Gaza Strip from the outside world….

According to investigations of PCHR:

At approximately 2:30 on Saturday, 4 November 2006, an IOF fighter jet dropped a bomb on a house belonging to the Abu Harbid family. No one was in the house at the time. The house was completely destroyed, and a neighbor was killed: Marwan Mohammad Abu Harbid, 46. Three others were also wounded….

At approximately 20:00 on the same day, an IOF soldier willfully shot dead 13-year-old Israa’ Talal Nasser, with a live bullet to the head, when she was inside her family house in al-Amal neighborhood in the northeast of Beit Hanoun. The child was shot when she was near a window of the house as she and her family was attempting to get out of the house as IOF bulldozers moved to demolish it…. 

At approximately 09:20 on Sunday [5 November], IOF soldiers positioned atop of houses opened fire at a number of Palestinians who were near ‘Abdullah ‘Azzam Mosque in ‘Izbat Beit Hanun. As a result, Mahdi Muhammad Khalid al-Hamadin, 23, a member of the Executive Force of the Palestinian Ministry of Interior, was seriously wounded by a live bullet to the head. He was evacuated to the hospital, but medical efforts to save his life failed…. 

At approximately 18:00 on Monday, IOF soldiers positioned atop of a number of houses in ‘Izbat Beit Hanun fired at Muhammad Ahmad ‘Aashur, 18, from al-Shati refugee camp in Gaza City, when he attempted to enter Beit Hanun town through its western entrance. He was seriously wounded by a live bullet to the neck. He died from his wound on the following day morning….

In a serious escalation in crimes they commit in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT), on Wednesday morning, 8 November 2006, Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) shelled a residential area in the northern Gaza Strip town of Beit Hanun, killing 18 Palestinian civilians, including 17 members of the al-‘Athamna family, and wounding 55 others. Most of the victims were sleeping in their homes when the attack took place.  IOF fired at least 10 artillery shells at the area. This crime has come only one day after the IOF redeployment from the town, following a 7-day incursion….

According to investigations conducted by PCHR, at approximately 05:15 on Wednesday, 8 November 2006, IOF positioned at the border between the Gaza Strip and Israel, east and north of Beit Hanun, fired at least 10 artillery shells at a residential area in the northeast of the town. A number of these shells hit two apartment buildings belonging to the heirs of ‘Abdullah al-‘Athamna. As a result 16 members of the family were killed, and dozens of other were wounded. A number of neighbors, mostly relatives of the family, rushed to rescue the family. Immediately, IOF fired a number of shells at the area. As a result, a member of the al-‘Athamna family and another civilian were killed. In addition, at least 10 civilians, mostly members of the al-‘Athamna family, were wounded….

Elsewhere in Palestine:

Friday, 3 November:

At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into al-Saf neighborhood in the south of Bethlehem, and imposed a curfew. They besieged a 4-storey apartment building and opened fire. Twelve families live in 10 flats in the building. Soon, more IOF troops, accompanied by bulldozers, arrived at the area. A number of IOF soldiers took position atop of a number of neighboring housees. IOF soldiers ordered residents of the besieged building to get out of it in 5 minutes and they did. However, IOF soldiers continued to fire at the building. As a result, ‘Abdul Karim Muhammad Hasan, 55, was wounded by shrapnel from a sound bomb to the right leg. IOF soldiers held residents of the building away from the building. Soon after, an IOF bulldozer started to demolish the building. IOF officer interrogated residents of the building about Tha’er Muhammad Hasan Suman, 25, allegedly wanted for being a member of the Islamic Jihad. In the meantime, IOF continued to fire at house. They also sent bloodhounds into the building and called on Suman to surrender. The IOF bulldozer also continued to demolish the building. a few hours later, a number of Palestinian civilians gathered at the entrance of al-Saf Street. A number of children threw stones at IOF military vehicles. Immediately, IOF soldiers fired at these civilians. As a result, 16-year-old ‘Abdul Karim Khalil ‘Ayad Subeh was killed by a live bullet to the head. In addition, 5 civilians were wounded:

 1.      Fatima Muhammad ‘Abdul Fattah Zahran, 79, seriously wounded by two live bullets to the abdomen and the pelvis (she died from her wound on the following day); 

2.      Muhammad ‘Abed ‘Ibayat, 22, wounded by a live bullet to the abdomen; 

3.      Muhammad Bashir al-Musa, 26, wounded by a live bullet to the right foot (he was arrested by IOF soldiers during his evacuation to the hospital); 

4.      Malik Fayiz Ju’idi, 10, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the head; and

5.      Ibrahim Abu Sdud, 19, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the right foot. 

At approximately 18:00, IOF raided the house of Dr. ‘Isa Ja’nini, Director of Beit Jala Hospital, in the Orthodox neighborhood in Bethlehem. They took him to the hospital. They searched the hospital and arrested Mohammed ‘Abed ‘Ibayat, who was wounded by a live bullet to the abdomen, and Salah ‘Atallah al-Lahham, 31. At approximately 23:00, after the bulldozer had demolished most of the besieged building, IOF fired a missile at the building. As a result, Tha’ir Hasan Suman was killed. At approximately 23:30, IOF arrested 6 members of the Hasan Suman family: Mu’taz Ahmad Hasan Suman, 16; Musa Ahmad Hasan Suman, 33; Hasan Ibrahim Hasan Suman, 23; Hmaid Sulaiman Hasan Souman, 25; Dima ‘Abdul Karim Hasan Suman, 27; and Hilwa ‘Abdul Karim Hasan Suman, 23. IOF released the last three detainees in the early morning of Saturday, 4 November 2006….

